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CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE PLANNING BOARD 
 APRIL 3, 2018 
  7:00 P.M. 
 CITY HALL 
 
 MEETING NOTES 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
GEOFFREY PECK, VICE CHAIRMAN    
MATTHEW DONDE       
JONATHAN KLUSKA          
PETER SEMIONE        
 
BRANDON MYERS, BUILDING INSPECTOR   
TRACY GUTOWSKI, SECRETARY     
TOM GROFF, FIRE CHIEF      
SEAN M. GERAGHTY, SENIOR PLANNER    
 
 
 
I.   CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
  
      The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
II. APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST REGULAR MEETING: 
 

MOTION :   To approve the minutes to the February 6, 2018 meeting. 
 
      MADE BY : Peter Semione  
      SECONDED :  Matthew Donde 
      VOTE        : 4 in favor, 0 opposed 
 

 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

 
A. Purpose: 

 
The City of Gloversville Planning Board offers a public comment period at 
the beginning of each of its meetings in an effort to allow the community 
an opportunity to comment or provide insight on a particular land use 
planning and/or zoning issue in the City.  This comment period is not a 
public hearing and the Planning Board asks that you save comments 
regarding a particular project that is before the Board until the actual 
public hearing on the specific application itself.  The Planning Board also 
asks that you not use the public comment period as a question and 
answer session since Board members will not enter into a dialogue 
regarding any particular issue. 
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There was no one to speak during the public comment period. 
 

 
IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

 
In accordance with Section 27 of the NYS General City Law, the Chairperson 
of the Planning Board is to be appointed by the Mayor or other duly-
authorized appointing authority.  However, in the absence of this 
appointment, the Planning Board is authorized to designate a member to 
serve as the Chairperson.   
 
The City of Gloversville Planning Commission Bylaws stipulate that the 
Planning Board shall have a Chairman to reside over all meetings and a Vice 
Chairman to assume the responsibilities in the absence of the Chairman.  The 
Bylaws also stipulate that the officer will be subject to election at the annual 
meeting which shall take place in January of each year.   
 
MOTION: To nominate James Anderson to serve as Chairman and 

Geoff Peck to serve as Vice Chairman of the Planning Board 
in 2018. 

 
MADE BY:  Matthew Donde 
SECONDED: Jonathan Kluska 
VOTE:  4 in favor, 0 opposed 
 
 

V. CHARLES POTTER – PUBLIC HEARING ON A SPECIAL PERMIT FOR SELF 
STORAGE BUSINESS ALONG HARRISON STREET: 
 
A. Background: 

 
Charles Potter owns a group of buildings on a 5.9 acre parcel along 
Harrison Street (Tax Map Parcel No. 163.9-9-1) in a Manufacturing 
District.  The group of buildings is arranged in a “Horseshoe” 
configuration.  Mr. Potter currently uses the 9,200 SF building on the 
north end of the horseshoe for storage.  He would now like to use 
approximately 3,200 SF of space inside that building to install self storage 
units.  There will be no exterior changes made to the building, which is 
equipped with a loading dock.  There are 40 parking spaces adjacent to the 
building that are available for the proposed business.   
 
For the City’s Manufacturing District, the Zoning Regulations stipulate 
that ”the change in use of a building that does not require any exterior 
renovations” is subject to a special permit approval by the Planning Board. 
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B. February 6, 2018 Meeting: 
 
During its February 6, 2018 meeting, the City of Gloversville Planning 
Board began reviewing Charles Potter’s Special Permit application for a self 
storage business along Harrison Street.  At that time, the Planning Board 
asked that the following information be provided on the final Site Plan 
drawings prior to the public hearing: 
 
1. A Knox Box be installed prior to the issuing of a Certificate of 

Occupancy. 
 

STATUS:  A Knox Box is shown on the revised Site Plan drawing.  
 

2. No outdoor storage shall be allowed on the property and the dumpster 
must be enclosed or buffered with fencing or landscaping. 
 

STATUS:  A notation has been added to the drawings indicating that there 
will be no outside storage related to the storage unit.  The dumpster area is 
shown with landscaped screening around three (3) sides of the unit.   
 
DISCUSSION: The Planning Board had no further questions regarding this 
issue.   

 
3. The location of all outdoor lighting must be identified.   

 
STATUS:  Provided. 
 
4. The location and design of a sign for the property must be identified. 

 
STATUS:  A notation has been made on the drawing indicating that a sign 
permit will eventually need to be provided for the property after the size 
and location of that sign is identified. 
 
Additionally, the Planning Board has indicated that the Special Permit be 
renewable every two (2) years and that a Certificate of Occupancy be 
issued for any change in use of the building. 

 
 

C. State Environmental Quality Review: 
 
In accordance with Section 617.5 of 6NYCRR, the applicant’s proposal to 
install self storage units is essentially the replacement, rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of a structure or facility in kind and should be classified as 
a Type II Action under SEQR. 
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D. Public Hearing: 
 
1. The Planning Board opened the public hearing at 7:05 P.M. 

 
2. Speakers: 

 
Mike Cranker, DM Romeyn Civil Engineeirng Design, PLLC 
 
Mr. Cranker indicated that he made the changes to Mr. Potter’s drawing 
that were requested by the Planning Board.  He indicated that he would 
be happy to answer any questions from Planning Board members.   
 
There were no questions from Planning Board members. 

 
3. The public hearing was closed at 7:06 P.M. 
 
 

E. Planning Board Action: 
 

In accordance with Section 300-87 of the City of Gloversville Zoning 
Ordinance, the Planning Board within sixty-two (62) days after the public 
hearing, shall approve, approve with modifications or disapprove the 
application for Special Permit approval.  Consequently, does the Planning 
Board wish to issue its final decision on Charles Potter’s Special Permit 
application at this time? 
 
MOTION: To conditionally approve Charlie Potter’s Special 

Permit application for storage units along Harrison 
Street with the stipulation that the Special Permit be 
renewed every two (2) years.    

 
MADE BY:  Matthew Donde  
SECONDED:  Peter Semione 
VOTE:   4 in favor, 0 opposed 

 
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

A. Code Enforcement Update: 
 
Brandon Myers asked Fire Chief Tom Groff to talk about the Department’s 
new computer system upgrades. 
 
Software Upgrade: 
Mr. Groff explained that the City has been working on a computer system 
software upgrade for the past several years.  He indicated that the City has 
been working with CTG, a company affiliated with SUNY Albany to install 
new software that will greatly enhance code enforcement capabilities in the 
City.  Mr. Groff pointed out that his inspectors will now be able to go out 
into the field with a tablet and perform most of the administrative 
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functions that, at one time, had to be completed back in the office.  He 
indicated that the City of Gloversville is sharing this software package 
upgrade with the Cities of Schenectady and Amsterdam, which will allow 
those communities to share property owner information.  Mr. Groff talked 
about the different categories of actions that the software will allow the 
City to monitor.   
 
Mr. Geraghty asked if the City will be responsible for updating its data 
entry?  
 
Mr. Groff explained that the consultants will transfer all of the City’s 
existing information to the new software, and it will then be the City’s 
responsibility to keep the property information updated.   
 
Permit Activity: 
Brandon Myers explained that, although the Planning Board activity has 
been relatively quiet, there are several small projects ongoing in the City.  
He indicated that many of these projects don’t get sent to the Planning 
Board because they simply involve a retail business moving into a former 
retail space.   
 
There was a brief discussion concerning the perceived lack of press 
coverage the City gets from the Leader Herald for projects that are 
happening throughout the community.   
 
Mr. Peck suggested that members read the articles about the work being 
done by the Fulton County Center for Regional Growth (FCCRG) that 
appear regularly in the Leader Herald.  He noted that, for instance, the 
Microenterprise Grant Program has assisted several local businesses and 
detailed stories have appeared in the Leader Herald. 

 
 
VII. CLOSE OF THE MEETING; 
 

MOTION:  To close the meeting at 7:16 p.m. 
 
MADE BY:  Jonathan Kluska 
SECONDED: Peter Semione 
VOTE:  4 in favor, 0 opposed 
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