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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017 

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 

   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 

   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - absent 

   Ward 3 - Vincent DeSantis  - present  

   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 

   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas 

Groff, Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent:  

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:01PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                              6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                            
  

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 

speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 

city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 

abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 

 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:02PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:03PM. 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Weiss performed the November 27, 2017 Audit covering 

the period of October 19, 2017 through November 22, 2017. The following was reported: 

 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 

A-General Fund    $    1,560,743.46  

G-Sewer Fund     $         81,713.22 

H-Capital Projects Fund   $       609,922.57  

T – Trust & Agency Fund   $       572,655.59 

TOTAL     $    2,825,034.84 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 

A-General Fund    $        127,736.17 

G-Sewer Fund     $          38,661.79              

H-Capital Projects Fund              $               162.77      

T- Trust & Agency Fund   $                   0.00          

TOTAL     $        166,560.73 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.          

                                    Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  
 

Mayor Dayton J. King  

Mayor King stated that something they have discussed in the past that he wanted to bring up again, is changing 

some one year appointments to four year terms. He added that currently the Commissioner of Finance is a four 

year term but the Deputy Commissioner of Finance, the DPW Director, the City Attorney and both City Clerk 

positions are one year. Mayor King stated that he would like to make all those positions four year terms, 

congruent with the Mayor’s term. He added that he spoke with the City Attorney and this change would require 

a public hearing and a local law being passed. Mayor King added that he would like to schedule a public 

hearing to get some feedback and would like this to be effective January 1, 2018. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that a local law would be needed to modify the City Charter which will require a 

public hearing. He added that many times Council will do ratifications to the charter at Common Council 

meetings or the Organizational Meeting on January 1 and whichever they choose would be fine.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he believes it is in the City’s best interest to have the one year appointments 

and is in favor of keeping it the same way.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she believes that a new employee should have a one year probationary period 

then once they prove themselves over that one year, make their position a four year appointment.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman DeSantis to schedule a public hearing at the December work session; 

seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson.  

   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King stated that Police Chief Marc Porter has requested an Executive Session at the end of this meeting 

for Employment History of a Particular Person.  

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale 

City Attorney Casale stated that Animal Control Officer Richard Schuyler came to him with concerns 

regarding the increasing number of residents with a high number of domesticated animals. He stated that the 

issue seems to be more with felines as far as volume per household is concerned. City Attorney Casale stated 

that ACO Schuyler has requested that he bring to Council the prospect of passing an ordinance to limit the 

number of domestic animals per household. He added that there was a cap previously but it was eliminated 

when the cat sanctuary legislation was being done which ended up with the modification through zoning 

ordinances leaving nothing pertaining to this issue in Chapter 81 for controls over the number of animals. City 

Attorney Casale stated that this is something for Council to consider as ACO Schuyler recommends that the 

City cap the number of domestic pets to six per household. He added that a public hearing will need to be 

scheduled and he will prepare an ordinance for Council to vote on after that point.  
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 Councilman DeSantis stated that it seems reasonable that there be a limit especially since there are public 

health concerns relative to the number of animals in a house.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that a public hearing would need to be scheduled and held then an ordinance could 

be passed and asked if anyone on Council would like to make a motion to schedule the public hearing. 

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked what the outcome was with the cat sanctuary legislation.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that it was settled and to the best of his knowledge, there is no cat sanctuary 

operating in the City.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that it was changed with the zoning ordinances.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he does not want to comment further on specific incidents but he is not aware 

of any cat sanctuaries existing in the City.  

 

Mayor King asked if someone complained about someone else having an excessive number of cats, what would 

be done.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that unless there is consent from the owner or a warrant to look inside, it would be 

difficult to enforce or even verify the allegations. He added that there are ways to accomplish this and he does 

understand the concerns of ACO Schuyler but it does turn in to what is perceived as a public health issue, not 

only for the occupants but the neighbors, as well.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that it could be a larger issue in multifamily residences.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that this is too difficult to enforce.  

 

Mayor King stated that some people can have six or more cats and they are clean and do not cause an issue but 

someone else could have only two cats and it could be an issue if they are not cleaning up after them. He added 

that by putting a number on it, you don’t necessarily solve the problem and right now the procedure is to handle 

these issues through the Public Health Law.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that typically the issue is with everything else that comes along with the animals, 

the trash or debris that builds up because of the number of animals. He added that providing care that comes 

along with the animals is a major part of it, feeding or vetting the animals for example. Police Chief Porter 

stated that people can get overwhelmed and it needs to be clearly defined before it can be enforced.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that he has a problem with feel-good legislation and asked why the City would 

go through the trouble if it is unenforceable. He added that if there is an issue with stench, that would be a 

health issue.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that there is a person in his neighborhood who seemed to have a lot cats and after 

speaking with her a couple years ago, he learned that she had 19 cats. He added that you would not be able to 

tell because she takes good of them and this is also a multifamily home with no issues. Councilman Smith 

stated that it does depend on the specific situation.  
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Fire Chief Groff stated that the main complaint is the sanitary conditions and that would be enforced under the 

Public Health Law.  

 

Mayor King stated the City does not license cats and it would be very difficult to do so.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that proof of vaccination is required for cats and while it is not filed with the City, 

under the Public Health Law, owners must have vaccination records for all cats so there should be a way to 

track them but that is easier said than done.  

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that she has received calls throughout the year asking what the maximum number of 

animals allowed per household is in the City.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that there are still pending cases were houses had over a dozen cats and there are 

issues with the vaccination records due to the fact that cats aren’t as identifiable as dogs. He added that it is 

difficult for the Animal Control Officer or when in court, to differentiate from a stack of vaccination papers.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that in her experience, the vet should keep track of all vaccination records. 

 

Mayor King stated that there are procedures in place when it becomes a health issue and he does not want to 

set a public hearing to limit it to six animals.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that it is not enforceable so it is not worth limiting.  

 

Mayor King stated that he is happy to talk with ACO Schuyler on this and added that he does a great job and 

appreciates him. Mayor King stated that if there is something else that the City can do to help him then he is 

willing to discuss. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he will report back to ACO Schuyler that no action will be taken. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that another item that he need to discuss was brought to his attention by City 

Assessor Dennie, he added that when the Cold War Veteran Property Tax Exemption was first passed, it was 

set with a 10-year limit before expiring. He added that the state recently determined that it was going to rid of 

the expiration date and was allowing the exemption to continue indefinitely. City Attorney Casale stated that 

for purposes of consistency, the City should pass a local law to amend our exemption law to eliminate the 

expiration date which would require a public hearing to take place before the local law is introduced.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to schedule a public hearing; seconded by Councilman 

DeSantis.  

   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that all five pieces of legislation in tonight’s agenda will require a roll call vote.  

 

Police Chief Marc Porter 

Police Chief Porter stated that the new officers will be back in house on November 30, 2017 to begin four 

weeks of the field training portion of the academy. He added that graduation for the new officers will be held 

on January 5, 2018. 
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Mayor Dayton J. King 

Mayor King stated that he and City Attorney Casale attended the City of Johnstown’s public hearing for their 

2018 budget to ask about the $300,000 owed to the Joint Wastewater Sewer Board and he was told nothing. 

He added that he heard in the press that the mayor deferred to the treasurer and the treasurer said, ‘no comment’. 

Mayor King stated that he will always disclose any information he has on public dollars and would not tolerate 

the Gloversville Finance Commissioner saying no comment on a public budget item which he knows she 

would not do. He added that he will be going to the next public Johnstown Council Meeting and ask again in 

open session about the money due and would like Council’s support if they would like to attend with him. 

Mayor King stated that it is disturbing that they are allowed to say no comment when it involves taxpayer 

money and while he cannot control what that City does, for this they are joint co-owners and as the mayor he 

will speak up on Gloversville’s behalf.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that when Finance Commissioner Weiterschan attended the Sewer Board 

meeting a couple months ago, he mentioned that within six weeks of being informed of the oversight, she had 

gone through a stack of papers to figure out the balance owed and presented a check for the amount due. He 

added that he has been on the board for almost six years and Johnstown’s issues still have not been straightened 

out.  

 

Mayor King stated that he will not stop asking Johnstown for the money due and if they want him to stop 

attending the meetings then they will have to pay what is owed.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he has heard the public asking why it is a big deal to Gloversville if the money 

is not owed to the City or go to the City’s fund balance. He noted that the sewer board has had to do budget 

modifications to move money from other accounts to meet its obligations and while he believes the sewer 

board has been quite patient in receiving the late payments, now it is at the point where money has to be moved 

around to make up for the outstanding balance. City Attorney Casale stated that he can only encourage the 

representatives from the City of Johnstown to formally address this and find a resolution and while he 

understands the political component that has taken place over the past year, this is the business of both cities 

and also the largest asset of the two. He added that if there is a problem with cashflow for whatever reason, as 

partners the two cities should be working together to find a solution and he believes if representatives from the 

City of Johnstown came to the City of Gloversville with their problems, we would work together to find a 

solution but we do not get any answers from them and that policy has to end.  

 

Mayor King stated that he will be going to the next public session in Johnstown to speak again and if they are 

all on board together then the City of Johnstown cannot keep ignoring them. He added that he is shocked that 

no one at the City of Johnstown is speaking up against this.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that it is public money and at a previous council meeting, they had discussed 

appealing this to the State Comptroller’s Office as the sewer board has not taken action and if their attorneys 

will not pursue, then the City of Gloversville should be asking the State Comptroller’s Office to intervene.  

 

Mayor King stated that he is open to that idea but is hopeful that the board can handle their own affairs and if 

they are not willing to do so then the City of Gloversville should get the state involved. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

10/24/2017       Council Meeting  

11/01/2017       Special Meeting 

11/09/2017       Budget Meeting 

11/13/2017       Budget Meeting 
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11/14/2017       Work Session Meeting 

11/14/2017       Budget Meeting 

 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss 

                                                                                                                 Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2018 ANNUAL BUDGET 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Robinson, Siarkowski, Smith, Weiss, Zarrelli, DeSantis  

Voting Nay:  

            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 

 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2018 SEWER FUND BUDGET 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Siarkowski, Smith, Weiss, Zarrelli, DeSantis, Robinson   

Voting Nay:  

             Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION TO SET THE 2018 TAX RATE 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Smith, Weiss, Zarrelli, DeSantis, Robinson, Siarkowski   

Voting Nay:  

            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-4 

 RESOLUTION APPROVING A TAX WARRANT FOR THE YEAR 2018 AND 

AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID WARRANT  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman DeSantis 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Weiss, Zarrelli, DeSantis, Robinson, Siarkowski, Smith 

Voting Nay:  

            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-5 

 RESOLUTION DELEGATING TO THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE OF THE CITY OF 

GLOVERSVILLE, FULTON COUNTY, NEW YORK, THE POWER TO AUTHORIZE THE 

ISSUANCE OF AND TO SELL, NOT EXCEEDING $700,000.00, TAX ANTICIPATION 

NOTES OF SAID CITY IN ANTICIPATION OF THE COLLECTION OF TAXES LEVIED 

OR TO BE LEVIED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR OF SAID CITY COMMENCING JANUARY 

1, 2018 
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Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Zarrelli, DeSantis, Robinson, Siarkowski, Smith, Weiss 

Voting Nay:  

            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      6:29PM – 7:18PM                                                                    
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:29PM regarding Employment History 

of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 

                                                                          Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Anthony Casale, Police Chief Marc Porter and 

Councilwoman-Elect Elizabeth Batchelor to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman 

Zarrelli. 

                 Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:18PM; seconded by Councilman 

Siarkowski. 

              Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 7:18PM; seconded by Councilman 

Zarrelli. 

                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  

 


