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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 

 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Robin Wentworth  - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Stephen Mahoney  - present 

 Ward 4    - Ellen L. Anadio  - absent 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 

Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief Thomas 

Groff Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:    
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:04PM. 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                           6 PRESENT             
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY MOMENT OF SILENCE                                                                    
 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS                                                                                                    6:05PM-7:25PM              
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 6:05PM to discuss 

Proposed/Pending Litigation; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                             Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale and Attorney Salvatore Ferlazzo 

to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.         Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 6:25PM; seconded by 

Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                                                  Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Attorney Ferlazzo and Attorney Casale exited the meeting at 6:25PM. 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to go into a second Executive Session at 6:25PM to discuss the 

Employment History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.      Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to allow City Labor Attorney Bryan Goldberger to be present in the 

Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                                              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 7:25PM; seconded by 

Councilman Zarrelli.                                                                                                  Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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SPEAKER                                                                            
 

City Code Enforcement Officer Brandon Myers explained that the City does not currently have solar 

generation as an allowable use in the zoning code.  He introduced Bridget Cuddihy, commercial systems 

coordinator for Monolith Solar Associates to discuss a proposed site at 100 West Eleventh Avenue.   
 

Ms. Cuddihy stated that Monolith has been in business for seven years and is located in Rensselaer.  She   

explained that the proposed site encompasses a total of three acres of which one acre would be utilized for a 

solar garden with 1/3 of the acre being covered by the solar panels.    A photo of a solar farm in the 

Amsterdam area was shown.  She further explained that the panels themselves will face the road but will 

have a special covering on them to ensure there is no glare for nearby houses or passing motorists.  She 

stated that the panels are approximately ten feet high and make no noise.  She noted the purchase of the 

property is contingent upon the company being able to build on the site.  It was explained that the panels 

would be able to connect into the existing grid and twenty three surrounding homeowners in the 

surrounding area would pay Monolith for power instead of National Grid. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli inquired how the City benefits from this solar farm. 
 

Ms. Cuddihy explained that they would pay the taxes on the property. 
 

Code Enforcement Officer Brandon Myers stated that if this was put into City Code as an allowable use, 

Monolith would go before the Planning Board and request a Special Use Permit.   
 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to refer the matter to the Planning Board for their November 3rd meeting. 
 

City Attorney Casale suggested there was no harm in making the referral to the Planning Board and 

explained that a final decision regarding the topic may not be available until November at the earliest. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to refer the matter to the Planning Board; seconded by 

Councilwoman Wentworth.                                                                                       Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth asked for the City Attorney to provide the Council with proposed Legislation 

for the zoning changes and suggested reviewing any relevant Local Laws/Legislation drafted by other 

municipalities regarding solar farms. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                            
 

Mayor King opened the first Public Hearing regarding the proposed Ordinance modifying Gloversville City 

Code Section 300-44.1 (K) to permit electronic message boards (EMB) and light emitting diode (LED) 

illumination in certain zoning districts at 7:42PM.  No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the 

Public Hearing at 7:43PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                            
 

Mayor King opened the second Public Hearing regarding the proposed Ordinance amending Gloversville 

City Code Section 102-30 regarding electrical permits at 7:43PM.  No one chose to speak and Mayor King 

closed the Public Hearing at 7:44PM. 
 

MAYOR                                                                              
 

Mayor King noted he had no topics for discussion.  No questions were posed to the Mayor. 
 

POLICE                                                                                                  CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN 
 

Chief Van Deusen asked if there were any questions regarding his department.  No questions were posed. 
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FIRE                                                                                                                    CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Groff exited the meeting at 7:25PM to meet with Labor Attorney Goldberger.  Mayor King 

advised any Council Member/Department Head to reach out to Chief Groff with any questions or concerns. 
 

FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN                           
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen advised that he, along with Mayor King and Councilman-at-Large 

Robinson would be meeting with Department Heads to review their 2016 budgets on Friday, October 16th.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth inquired if the Council could expect to receive the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget 

by the October 16th date stated in the City Charter. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen noted he wasn’t positive the Council would have the data on that 

date; however, he would provide the data as soon as it was available.      
 

DPW                                                                                                                           KEVIN JONES, C.E.T.     
 

Paving  

DPW Director Jones noted that the work for the City’s 2015 paving contract via Empire Paving is 

complete.  He noted that Gorman Brothers is currently completing work on the chip seal process that was 

covered under warranty.  He advised the Council that blacktop should be available for another four weeks 

and asked that they address with his department any areas that need paving or potholes repaired.     
 

Sanitary Sewer Drains and Manhole Covers 

Councilman Zarrelli asked DPW Director Jones how the mason in his department is doing repairing the 

sanitary sewer drains and the manhole covers. 
 

Mr. Jones stated that he has requested an additional mason in his 2016 budget as the City currently has only 

one and an additional laborer.  He recommended putting the work out to bid to get to a point that the City 

could be caught up due to the large quantity of work that needs to be repaired on sanitary sewer 

drains/manhole covers.  He noted that he had a discussion with Councilman Zarrelli about repairs to the 

City’s infrastructure which would allow money to be used from the Sewer Fund for sanitary sewer repairs.    
 

Councilman Simonds asked the DPW Director for an estimated cost to have a private contractor complete 

the work that needs to be done. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that citizens need to know that several years back the City had several 

masons to keep up with the repairs which is no longer the case due to the necessity to reduce staffing. 
 

DPW Director Jones stated that infrastructure repairs are a multimillion dollar expense that all 

municipalities are facing statewide.  He noted that masonry work can only be completed in the limited 

season we have available.  He explained that repairs are especially needed in high traffic areas where the 

infrastructure is failing.   
 

Mayor King noted that the situation needs to be addressed. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen stated that he would prepare data for a possible Capital Project 

Bond for this expense.   
 

ADA Compliance 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson asked the DPW Director how the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

compliance was progressing at City Hall. 
 

DPW Director Jones noted that the doors by the parking lot have been completed and restroom re-

configuration has been designed by Engineer Steven Smith.  He expected that the restrooms would be 

completed at the same time the women’s locker room in the Police Department are worked on; both being 

covered under Capital Projects. 
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ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 

 

Assessor Dennie asked if there were any questions regarding her department.   No questions were asked.   
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 

 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.     

No questions were posed regarding the report.   
 

Mr. Walrath stated that the temporary person hired to process Medicaid transportation reimbursements 

started on Monday, October 5th and is doing a great job getting caught up.  He estimated she will complete 

the task within two weeks with all future claims being processed by two part time drivers who will have 

time to stay current.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she was curious as to why the temporary hire was set up at City Hall 

instead of in the available office located at Transit which is where the work is generated.  
 

Mr. Walrath stated that he didn’t know the best place for her to work on the project, and after discussing 

the topic with the Mayor it was decided that City Hall would be most suitable. 
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen stated that he didn’t want a union grievance from concerns with 

the temporary person doing the work over at the Transit Office. 
 

Mayor King advised that questions regarding the issue could have been asked privately—noting now the 

issue is out in public. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that it was a legitimate question. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 

Request for a Zoning Change 

City Attorney Casale advised the Council that a request for a zoning change from R-1 to Commercial has 

been made by the owners of the property located on Steele Avenue Extension that was annexed into the 

City.  He asked for a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing at the October 27th Council Meeting. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli made Motion to schedule a Public Hearing on October 27th for the proposed zoning 

change from R-1 to Commercial for the recently annexed property located on Steele Avenue Extension; 

seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                                                                       Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Cat Sanctuary Legislation 
City Attorney Casale stated that he has been working with Councilwoman Wentworth and Councilwoman 

Anadio to draft legislation to change City Code to address Cat Sanctuaries.   He noted that some areas of 

the legislation will be addressed by the Mayor, City Building Inspector and the City Health Commissioner.   

He stated that the two proposed Ordinances will require Public Hearings. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made Motion to schedule two Public Hearings on October 27th to address 1.  A 

proposed Ordinance to modify Gloversville City Code to include a chapter pertaining to cat rescue 

sanctuaries and 2. A proposed Ordinance to modify Gloversville City Code Section 300-3 to add a 

definition for cat rescue sanctuary and modifying the definition of kennel; seconded by Councilman-at-

Large Robinson.                                                                                                        Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King thanked Councilwomen Wentworth & Anadio for working with the Attorney to address this 

issue. 
 

City Attorney Casale asked that a Motion be made at the end of the meeting for a brief Executive Session 

to discuss proposed/pending litigation. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 

COUNCILWOMAN ROBIN WENTWORTH/WARD 1 

-Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that a Neighborhood Watch Meeting was held on October 12th at the 

Gloversville Housing Authority’s (GHA) Office at DuBois Gardens.  She noted that Administrative 

Sergeant Scott has reached out to that group and the December meeting will also be held at the GHA 

Community Room.  She noted the GHA has offered to share the cost for additional Neighborhood Watch 

signs and asked the DPW Director to look into obtaining them.  Councilwoman Wentworth stated that a 

topic discussed was hooking into the City’s camera system for the front/back areas of the DuBois property. 
 

Police Chief Van Deusen noted that he had previously had discussions with former GHA Director Dan 

Towne regarding having cameras at all GHA properties (DuBois Gardens, Forest Hill Towers and 

Kingsboro Towers) and he will work with the new Director Tim Mattice on adding or upgrading the City’s 

camera system to allow them to be on the Police server. 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1  ORDINANCE MODIFYING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 300-44-1 (K) 

TO PERMIT ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARDS (EMB) AND LIGHT EMITTING 

DIODE (LED) ILLUMINATION IN CERTAIN ZONING DISTRICTS 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro O-2  ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 102-30 

REGARDING ELECTRICAL PERMITS 
Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Intro R-1  RESOLUTION TO AWARD BIDS FOR THE CITY’S SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

AUCTION 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

 

Intro R-2  RESOLUTION TO DISPOSE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.         Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays              
 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      8:15PM-8:26PM              

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 8:15PM to discuss 

Proposed/Pending Litigation; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.           Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale to be present in the Executive 

Session; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                                                               Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Mahoney exited the meeting before the Executive Session began. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 8:25PM; seconded by Councilman 

Zarrelli.                                                                                                                      Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:26PM; seconded by Councilwoman 

Wentworth.                                                                                                                 Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


