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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 09, 2018   

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 
  

         Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
                                         

                 Councilman-At-Large     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, 

Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent:  

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:02PM            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                     MAYOR KING 
 

Mayor King stated that the recent tragedy in Schoharie has affected everyone in the community and he would like 

to extend this evenings moment of silence in memory of the victims. He added that all our thoughts and prayers 

are with the family and friends who are mourning the losses.  
 

SPEAKER                                                                    ED FLYNN                                       
 

Ed Flynn, with LaBella Associates, stated that he is here to talk about the downtown strategy and the next step in 

the phase which would be adopting it. He noted that adopting the strategy will strengthen the opportunities and 

ranking while applying for grant money. Mr. Flynn stated that this project started about a year ago with a steering 

committee which included Councilman-At-Large DeSantis, Councilman Smith, Downtown Development 

Specialist Jennifer Jennings and CDA’s Nick Zabawsky, as well some participants from the county. He added 

that downtown Gloversville is poised for redevelopment because of its great location, the historic area and because 

of the great team on board now. Mr. Flynn stated that the steering committee wanted to prepare a community 

driven and market supported plan which included an economic and market development analysis to ensure that 

the downtown could support the suggestions made. He added that they also wanted to document how great of a 

place downtown is for developers who are interested in the downtown area which is also included in the report. 

Mr. Flynn stated that there was a significant amount of community engagement, including two public hearings so 

that residents could share their preferences for the future of downtown. He added that there was also a 

stakeholder’s engagement meeting where they met with different property owners, a community survey which 

garnered over 200 responses and a business survey of downtown business owners. Mr. Flynn stated that LaBella 

was the lead consultant team and they also worked with Inside Architecture and Creighton Manning. He added 

that the report contains existing conditions, land use, zoning updates, ownership analysis and a parking analysis, 

he noted that there is currently enough supply of parking but if all buildings were to be developed then some 

additional areas would be needed. Mr. Flynn stated that they also looked at underutilized and vacant sites and did 
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an infrastructure analysis and that found that there is plenty of capacity if significant downtown redevelopment 

was to happen in the future. He added that there are separate reports in the appendixes, one of which is a 

neighborhood analysis where the steering committee looked at the neighborhood around the downtown area 

because there may be issues to address there if redevelopment does happen. Mr. Flynn stated that in the economic 

and market analysis, it was determined that there is enough demand for retail office space and other commercial 

uses and a significant demand for residential uses overall in Fulton County which could be captured in the 

downtown area. He added that a building reuse analysis of four individual buildings downtown was completed 

while working with the property owners and they came up with exterior façade and interior renovation options. 

Mr. Flynn stated that a site profile was also completed for all underutilized and vacant parcels in the downtown 

which is important for potential developers, so they can find that information easily and it shows that the city is 

serious about redevelopment. He added that a vision statement was created with states that downtown Gloversville 

will be a vibrant, mixed use urban core that will promote downtown living, entrepreneurship, tourism, recreational 

opportunities and historic preservation while providing a high quality of life for all. Mr. Flynn stated that the 

vision statement is important to help the city determine the best uses for development within the downtown and 

stated that the focus should be on North Main Street first and once that sees success, it will help develop the rest 

of the downtown area. He added that they identified twenty recommendations in the report and he would like to 

discuss the high priority ones for the city to concentrate on:  

1. Focus on the development of 50 new residential units over the next 10 years; these would be located in 

the upper floors in existing buildings.  

2. Develop two to three new regional restaurants totaling 10,000 square feet over the next 10 years.  

3. Establish incubators for retail, restaurants, food and the arts. 

4. Obtain funding for the development of critical anchors; the Glove Theatre and Mohawk Harvest.  

5. Create a downtown to creek corridor going from the Glove Theatre, to Castiglione Park, to the Farmer’s 

Market, down Church Street and connect to the Rail Trail just South of City Hall.  

6. Make downtown pedestrian and bike friendly by adding bike racks, installing bump outs and enhancing 

crosswalks.  

Mr. Flynn stated that the first steps would be to establish a dedicated Downtown Loan Fund, he noted that the 

Economic Development Fund can carve a piece out for downtown development. He noted that other first steps 

would be updating the zoning ordinances by ridding of incompatible uses and creating a permanent downtown 

development position that is currently part time. Mr. Flynn suggested that they review the downtown strategy 

annually to make sure goals are being accomplished and to begin working towards projects such as the Building 

Improvement Plan by focusing on four to five buildings that could be a cast for others. He added that the city 

should create an incubator program that would subsidize rent for business owners downtown. Mr. Flynn stated 

that the creek corridor has a basic plan but there will need to be a preliminary engineering study to establish the 

cost and then the city could apply for grants. He added that Castiglione Park will also need a preliminary 

engineering design and landscaping plan, as well as the anchors that he discussed earlier. Mr. Flynn stated that 

establishing the costs of these projects will allow them to apply for more grant funding as well as the DRI next 

year. Mr. Flynn stated that he would like to thank Gloversville for giving the LaBella team the opportunity to 

work on this project and with a great team. He suggested that Council review the information in the strategy, 

implement some recommendations and begin working towards some goals.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked if the zoning updates that were mentioned were based off of a review done on the 

city’s zoning ordinances.   

 

Mr. Flynn stated that they looked at the current zoning ordinances for the downtown area and some of the allowed 

uses are not appropriate.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that a comprehensive zoning update was completed in 2016. He asked if there is 

someone from LaBella that he should coordinate with to review the recommended changes.  
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Mr. Flynn stated that the report does list what the issues are but they will be happy to speak with him about the 

next steps.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that some of the recommendations are already being worked on by the city, such as 

receiving funding for the Shine Building and making downtown more pedestrian friendly. He noted that the city 

received a pedestrian safety grant for $660,000 for improvements to downtown.  

 

Mr. Flynn stated that the recommendations discussed today are shorter term ones to get momentum building 

before tackling long term goals. He noted that there are twenty recommendations in total to review.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they reached out the Liberty Affordable Housing to ask what they look 

for when looking into a place to invest. He noted that they received a five-page document in terms of real estate 

and buildings which was very intuitive from a marketing standpoint. He noted that Mr. Flynn’s team has been 

fantastic to work with and has been very responsive to their needs and opinions.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that while they are spending a lot of time working on some of the bigger ideas, 

they tend to be losing some smaller issues. She added that a tenant next door to Mohawk Harvest is considering 

leaving the downtown because her rent is too high, and her heating bill is absurd. Councilwoman Batchelor stated 

that she is interested in the loan enhancements for business owners that Mr. Flynn spoke about because the city 

needs people who are willing to take a risk by opening a business and giving them some incentive to do so would 

be helpful.  

 

Mr. Flynn stated that a packet of funding options for potential owners should be developed so they can see what 

they may be able to take advantage of.  

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Flynn for speaking and asked CDA Consultant Nick Zabawsky if he would like to speak 

on the same topic.  

 

Mr. Zabawsky stated that he wanted to point out that there are two restore anchor projects downtown; the CRG 

building and the former City National Building which totals 2.5 million dollars in capital investments. He added 

that the city has also applied for the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program and he is hopeful that they will hear 

in the next month or two about that which will allow 50% funding for future projects. Mr. Zabawsky stated that 

the city has an opportunity for a housing rehab grant that just came out but because of their unusual public hearing 

requirements, the hearing will have to take place at the next Council meeting, on October 23rd. He asked for a 

public hearing to be authorized for this grant opportunity.  

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Batchelor; seconded by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                         FIRE CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he would like to introduce the newest firefighters who just graduated after 11 weeks 

in the academy. He added that Anthony Schonfarber was a member of Berkshire Volunteer Fire Department for 

a few months and scored well on the test and is now starting his career with the Gloversville Fire Department. 

Fire Chief Groff stated that Jacob Ammann was a member of the Cazenovia Fire Department as a volunteer before 

joining Gloversville. He added that he is proud to have these two on board in his department and looks forward 

to working with them.  
 

SPEAKER                                              MIKE NETHAWAY & ERIC SIMONDS                                      
 

Eric Simonds, with Friends of Recovery, stated that he spoke in front of Council years ago about this topic and 

thanked them for revisiting this issue. He added that while the purchase of land was approved by Council 
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previously, it has taken so long to move forward because they had to pay off the mortgage on their building before 

doing so. Mr. Simonds stated that part of the previous deal was that Friends of Recovery would obtain a survey 

of the land and Council would sell that plot for one dollar which he understands is not possible now.  He added 

that C.T. Male will survey the land for $600 to $800 but they will not move forward with the survey until they 

know what the city will sell the land for and if they are able to purchase it for that amount. Mr. Simonds stated 

that he did receive an email from City Assessor Dennie as to the confusion of the lot, he noted that lot number 69 

was the original purchase in 2005 and what they are discussing is a small piece of brush and trees next to the lot. 

He added that as it is now, it is not very advantageous for their building and it does collect a lot of litter from the 

Rail Trail which they do clean out. Mr. Simonds stated that Friends of Recovery is a non-profit organization 

whose primary mission is to provide a drug and alcohol-free environment for self help groups. He added that they 

currently have about 10 groups that meet there weekly and who have done so for years. Mr. Simonds stated that 

the parking has always been an issue for them and their plan for the piece of land would be to clear it out, draw 

in fill and gravel it for additional parking. He added that he would like the city to determine an asking price for 

the purchase because that will determine if they move forward with the survey.  

 

Mayor King stated that if there is no use that can be foreseen by the city then he would like to come up with a 

price for the purchase. He noted that it should be something reasonable as they are a non-profit and get back to 

them with their answer.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that there is nothing wrong with suggesting a price, but they should wait until the 

survey results comes back.  

 

Mr. Simonds stated that he does not intend on having the survey done if the price is not something that they could 

move forward with at this time.  

 

City Assessor Dennie stated that in the past paper streets have been sold for $1,000 but this is much smaller than 

that. She suggested $500 because City Attorney Casale made it known that they cannot sell it for a nominal fee. 

City Assessor Dennie stated that if anything lower than $500 would be legal then she would find that fair as well, 

she noted that the piece of land could not be used for anything else.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that $500 would not be in violation of the law.  

 

Mr. Simonds stated that the previous City Engineer did mark out the land when this was first discussed, and it 

was determined that the plot is 35 feet wide.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that based on the service that Friends of Recovery provides which is critical to 

this community that has a reputation for substance abuse, she believes any support the city can offer them should 

be provided. She recommended selling the plot of land for $200.  

 

Council was in agreement.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that they cannot give the property away and it has not been appraised yet.  

 

City Assessor Dennie stated that she believes the city sold the lot behind Country Farms for $100 last year and 

while this lot is larger than that one, she would think $200 is fair.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he does not believe $200 would be violating the law.  

 

City Clerk Mazur confirmed that the plot of land was sold to Country Farms for $100.  
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Mayor King stated that they can move forward with $200 at this time.  

 

Mr. Simonds thanked Council for their time and stated that they will move forward with the survey.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                      
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing related to the modifications to Chapter 212 of the Gloversville City Code 

at 6:38PM.  

 

No one chose to speak, and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:38PM.  
 

MAYOR                                  DAYTON J. KING 
 

Mayor King stated that he met with Councilman-At-Large DeSantis, Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and 

all Department Heads to review their budget proposals and has submitted his budget to Council for their review. 

Mayor King then read his 2019 budget message:  

 

“For the past several years the city has added money to the fund balance, reduced taxes or stayed flat and we are 

on the path of doing that again in 2019. We created an atmosphere of openness and honesty and people can be 

confident that we are moving in the direction. We hold people accountable for success and our management team 

sets the example of what a model employee should look like. We continue to invest in ongoing training and 

development of our staff. We ask our employees how we can do better, and we don’t tolerate low performers. We 

recognize when a single person lacks commitment, it can be a major problem source in our organization. Like 

most leaders we are never satisfied, and we continually strive to get better. In a time of rapid change, standing 

still is the most dangerous course of action and leadership in business, including city business, is ultimately 

expressed in financial results. We continually seek ways to increase revenues and lower costs and I am very 

impressed with our team who isn’t afraid to abandon an old idea if someone, no matter who they are, comes up 

with something better. As we know crisis isn’t inevitable, we have had a sewer main break recently and some 

other crisis’s in the city and we have dealt with many issues but our bond rating, cash reserves and the partnerships 

we have inside and outside our organization makes us ready to tackle the next crisis when it comes. For each of 

my last budget messages, since early 2011, I have indicated that the City of Gloversville will at some point no 

longer be able to burden the cost of the services that are provided. So far that day has not come, however, insurance 

premiums, salaries, vehicle maintenance, etc. will continue to be there. While I am confident that the cities of 

Gloversville and Johnstown could benefit from sharing more resources, I have received great advice to face the 

world as it is and not as I wish it were. We will keep working hard on how to increase revenue, apply for every 

grant we can get and be as efficient as we can. My budget to the Council keeps the tax rate flat, does not lay off 

anyone and in fact, adds a couple employees. I encourage the Council to decrease the taxes even if it means 

dropping our almost 7-million-dollar fund balance by a million dollars. I know Councilman-At-Large DeSantis 

and I talked about this and some of the committees have as well. We have agreed to do this in the past but have 

added to the fund balance because of sales tax revenue that we couldn’t predict and have not had to use the fund 

balance. I am proud of this team and while we might disagree on how to do some things, we can agree that we 

want to reduce costs and increase services and make Gloversville, New York the best place it can be for those 

who live here, work here and play here.”  

 

Mayor King then asked Councilman-At-Large DeSantis to schedule the budget meetings.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he would like to schedule the budget meetings for next week at 6pm.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he will be out of town all of next week but can be reached by phone if necessary.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis suggested Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday meetings at 6PM the following 

week.  
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Council was in agreement.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she would coordinate with the departments to prepare the 

schedule.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that it has not been emphasized enough that the salaries and benefits of employees 

are driving this city very hard. He added that when looking at the big picture, it will be risky to take from the fund 

balance because there will come a time when there will be no fund balance. Councilman Simonds stated that 

every Department Head needs to realize that they are saving their own jobs and personnel by being tight on their 

budgets. He added that there is little control on the union costs but the ongoing raises that everyone thinks they 

deserve and want will not help the situation. Councilman Simonds stated that there will be real issues to address 

if things continue this way and noted that pie in the sky ideas cannot happen.  
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                                             CHIEF MARC PORTER     
 

Police Chief Porter stated that the third quarter report was distributed to Council and asked if there were any 

questions on that. He requested an Executive Session at the end of the meeting for Contracts and Negotiations.  

 

Mayor King stated that he received great feedback from all agencies collaborating on the successful initiative that 

took place two weeks ago and thanked Police Chief Porter for his efforts on making that happen.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that an email was sent out about an individual that requested a handicapped spot 

be added in front of her home because she uses a wheelchair and can only get into the vehicle from one side.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that they will need to schedule a public hearing before doing so which would be to 

add 60 Montgomery Street to Chapter 284-71 of the Gloversville City Code.  

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Batchelor; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

  

Mayor King stated that he wanted to discuss the recent changes to one-sided parking and specifically Helwig 

Street which is very wide. He added that residents have reached out to him and asked if that street needed to be 

changed to one-sided parking. Mayor King suggested that they revisit and review some of the streets changed.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he thought all streets in his ward were removed.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she thought Councilman Zarrelli wanted to do the parking ordinances over so 

each councilmember sponsored the streets in their wards.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he somehow sponsored the amended ordinance for all streets, but he did want to 

exclude all streets in the fifth ward.  

 

Mayor King stated that Helwig Street would be a good example of one to look into when revisiting the ordinances.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she would like to defer to the Police and Fire Departments.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she is happy with the changes in her ward and would like them left as is.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that Council’s approach should be to understand why the Police and Fire 

Departments thought that the streets should be changed and convey that to the constituents.  
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Councilman Zarrelli stated that he likes to park in front of his house and believes that residents should be allowed 

to do so when the street is wide enough. He added that he does not want to take that away if it is not necessary.  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                         FIRE CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he submitted his quarterly report, if there were any questions on that. He thanked 

everyone who attended the Fire Department’s Open House on Sunday and stated that it had a great turnout. Fire 

Chief Groff stated that the Fire Department had their first fatal fire since 2013 which was a tragedy for the family 

and first responders. He added that this is a traumatic situation that they do not deal with every day and they did 

the best they could but unfortunately it did not work out. Fire Chief Groff stated that there have been two more 

retirements with a third in five days. He noted that these are big loses of a Captain and two Battalion Chiefs. Fire 

Chief Groff stated that the vacant building total is down to 284 from 365 and there is some revenue coming in 

from this effort.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if there is any update on demolitions.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that they did one building and left the city but said they would be back when they have 

enough staff to run the landfill and handle demolitions. He noted that they are at the mercy of the county for that.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that the open house was a great event and would encourage people to attend. She 

thanked the firefighters that volunteered their time to participate at the open house.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she believes the city should have a committee or some plan moving forward for 

handling the demolitions. She added that the city is not getting demolitions done like they thought, and it seems 

like the system of waiting on the county does not work.  

 

Mayor King stated that Gloversville has six supervisors who they can reach out to and ask to advocate for the city 

of Gloversville at the county level.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that the city would have to take over the foreclosure process in order to handle demolitions.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked if the council could request a meeting with the supervisors. She added that the 

supervisors may advocate more strongly if they were aware of the issues.  

 

Mayor King stated that they could orchestrate a public meeting.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that demolitions have never been a priority and they are not consistent. He noted that 

some years there will be twenty demolitions and some there will be one. Councilman Simonds stated that the city 

should look into what it would cost to provide this service internally and what training would be required.  

 

Mayor King stated that the city cannot ask for the departments to take on more duties after stating that they cannot 

ask for more money to do so.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that it is an issue when the county decides not to take down certain buildings to sell 

them at the auction and in three years they end up back on the foreclosure list because the new owner did not pay 

the taxes. She added that the city should have some say in what buildings should remain on the demolition list 

and which are priorities to be taken down.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that Building Inspector Myers goes around with the county for the evaluations and 

typically four or five houses are added to the demolition list yearly.  
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Councilman Smith stated that the current demolition list dates back to 2014.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked if there are grants available for demolition.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that the housing stock is expiring which goes beyond Fulton County, but the city does 

have to rely on the county to get demolitions done and demolitions take a backseat to larger projects, such as the 

Tryon building, going on in the county. He added that he would advise that the city get some figures together to 

establish a city demolition team moving forward.  

 

Mayor King asked DPW Director Trumbull to reach out to Johnstown to see what it took to get their city 

demolition team up and running.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they previously discussed the city inspecting the buildings set to be 

sold at auction before the new owners can get a certificate of occupancy.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that they do not get permission or the opportunity to do so because they do not get notified 

in a timely manner as to what properties will be sold.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they should look into what has to be done to make that happen. He 

noted that the city would have some control if an inspection is required to get the certificate of occupancy.  

 

Fire Chief Groff said that this would also pertain to internet auctions and the city is not made aware when a 

transaction happens.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that they may be able to enact legislation mandating this change.  

 

City Assessor Dennie suggested that the properties be inspected before being auctioned and then it would be made 

clear at the auction that to meet code certain things would need to be completed in a certain amount of time. She 

noted that they could say they will not receive their certificate of occupancy if not done.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they will look into how they can make this happen.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the city also has a commercial demolition issue in the city aside from the residential 

one. He noted that there are a lot of vacant commercial properties that should be demolished.  
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                                  BRENT WARREN  
 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he submitted his quarterly report and asked if there were any 

questions on that.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that while reading the paper on September 30th, on the front page it stated that the 

school district and city reached an arrangement for bus transportation. He asked why this is the first he is hearing 

about this.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that this was discussed at the last Council meeting.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the city met with the school district last week to strike a deal with a 

flat rate that the school district would pay which allows students to ride for free. He added that they will be billing 

the school quarterly for student riders and the riders can ride anywhere, anytime on the Gloversville bus for free.  
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Mayor King stated that the city will get paid per rider, as well.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that this is a great program because it cultivates ridership.   

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the program is growing rapidly already, and they are getting up to 

20 school riders a day. He added that pre-k through second grade are allowed to travel with a parent and they both 

ride for free.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that it is great to form this relationship with the school district.  

 

Mayor King stated that the school district is very happy with this program, he noted that there are cameras on 

every bus and this was supported unanimously by the school board.  
 

DPW                                                                                                                                             DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the paving program is moving along, and milling will begin tomorrow. He 

added that they will begin milling on Beaver Street and move toward Washington Street and the following week 

they will work on Arlington Avenue, Newman Street, Baker Street and St. Thomas Place. DPW Director Trumbull 

stated that it will all go well if the weather does not slow it done and they expect to have it completed in about a 

week and a half.  

 

Mayor King stated that some residents have been asking about the corners and those will be completed, as well. 

He noted that they are being made ADA compliant.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she has been asked about the center medians in the area of Oakland Avenue. 

She asked if that is National Grid’s work.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that it is National Grid working there and that is who will complete the work. He 

added that his crew has been busy on Third Street because of a sewer back which required him to bring in outside 

help. DPW Director Trumbull stated that this is an ongoing issue, but it does seem as though they are making 

progress.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if this was on city property.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that it is but when it was installed originally, decades ago, it was put in privately 

and other homes tied into it. He added that they had to add a manhole in the area to work on it and it appears there 

are rocks lodged in it. DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are nowhere near where he wanted to be with 

catch basin repairs because of all the sewer repairs needed. He added that 26 catch basins have been replaced and 

there have been 22 sewer repairs made. DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are trying to get everything done 

that needs to be before it snows, and he is down three guys who are out on medical leave.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if the issue with the porta-potty in Melchior Park would be happening again. She 

noted that she has received a lot of calls on this.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that if they do not get to it this fall then it will be first thing in the Spring.  
 

FINANCE                                                                                                                TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN   
 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she has been very busy working on the budget and she does 

not have the health insurance rates for 2019 as of yet and that will be a big piece. She noted that she put the 2017 

audit report in all mailboxes for review. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she is hoping that the 

third quarter sales tax report is released this week and the city’s numbers are continuing to be above last year.  
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Mayor King stated that he had asked Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan to create a spreadsheet showing the 

last 10 years of salaries and there is a lot of information to look at before making decisions this budget season. 

He added that Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan can help with any projections that Council would like to 

see.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she does have some projections that she is putting together 

from the Finance Committee meeting on Friday that she will be forwarding on.  
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                     JONI DENNIE 
 

City Assessor Dennie stated that she has 750 enhanced STAR renewal letters prepared to go out next week. She 

added that this will be the last year that they are renewed at the city level as the state is taking over the entire 

program.  

 

Mayor King asked if this will be a good thing for her office.  

 

City Assessor Dennie stated that it will be good because she will be able to concentrate more on being an assessor 

as opposed to a clerk. She added that she does not like that she will lose that one-on-one with residents that come 

in to see her. City Assessor Dennie stated that she does enjoy being able to help her customers and she is sad to 

see that come to an end. She added that the state is sending out a lot of forms without telling assessors what they 

are doing and it would be an easier transition if the state would communicate better with the Assessors Office. 

City Assessor Dennie stated that people on a lower income base will still have to renew every year. She noted 

that there are brochures in the bin outside of her office if anyone would like more information on the change.  
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                            ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Casale stated that he did not have any agenda items to discuss. 
 

CITY CLERK                                                                                                                    JENNIFER MAZUR 
 

City Clerk Mazur stated that she submitted the third quarter report and asked if there were any questions on that. 

No questions were posed.  

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to request a brief Executive Session at the end of the meeting for 

Employment History of a Particular Person with City Clerk Mazur attending.  
  

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Third Ward Councilwoman Elizabeth Batchelor  

Councilwoman Batchelor asked if NQA Kadle received copies of the City Code flyer to distribute when tagging 

properties.  

 

Fire Chief Groff confirmed that he has.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that a neighbor has leaves out in plastic bags. She asked if she should call the 

NQA to let him know.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that she should do that.  

 

Councilman-At-Large Vincent DeSantis 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he was contacted about a week ago from the school district and on 

October 20th there will be roughly 30 students picking up litter from the downtown area from 9AM to 11AM. He 

added that the CEO roundtable discussed this, and they would like to take note from them by having a group of 
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volunteers that focus on the cleanliness of the streets in the city. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he 

would like to have a budget modification to cover t-shirts and signs for the group of volunteers with the long-

term idea being that groups of people could adopt an area in the city to clean up.  

 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis approving the budget modification; seconded by Councilman 

Zarrelli.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that the teacher’s union sponsored part of the road in front of FMCC and they 

were required to take a training and have the proper equipment.  

 

Mayor King stated that this was because of it being a state highway and they do not have to worry about doing 

this on the city streets. He did advise that property owners are responsible for their own sidewalks.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he would like to use the program to inspire people to volunteer and 

clean up after themselves. He added that this will also be good press for the city.  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King stated that Mr. Rowback had discussed an idea to adopt a part of the Rail Trail which would be a 

great way to help clean up the city. He added that the city is responsible for that area, but it would help to gather 

volunteers.  
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro ER-1 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE AND COUNTY OF FULTON 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that this agreement will help facilitate real property updates. He added that General Code 

will be able to set up a program that will update the Fire Department’s files every night with the latest information. 

Fire Chief Groff stated that NQA Kadle currently has to verify with RPS even though he has the tablet while out 

on the streets making it a useless process. He added that everything will now be able to be done from the tablet 

while patrolling.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he did speak with NQA Kadle about this and he stated that it is a log 

jam that they cannot get into the system from their tablets. He added that this will double NQA Kadle’s efficiency 

by writing violations while patrolling and not having to come back and check files in house.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that the city is not purchasing anything, just going into contract to see the county’s 

information.  

 

Fire Chief Groff confirmed that this is correct.  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-1 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 212-8 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 

Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-1 
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 RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO BARTON & LOGUIDICE FOR A BUILDING 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Smith  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss 

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-4 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT 

A MONETARY AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,454.50 FROM THE UNITED STATES 

BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE  

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss 

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-5 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE AND XPRESSPAY 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Demolition Portfolio  

• Streetlight Conversion 

• DPW Building 

• Electrician Job Opening 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

Third Ward Councilwoman Elizabeth Batchelor  

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she would like to extend an invitation to everyone for the grand reopening 

of the Gloversville library. She added that the project is almost complete and will do a great deal to enhance the 

reputation for Gloversville. Councilwoman Batchelor stated that it will be a catered event and Richard Russo will 

be present and everyone is welcome. She added that there have been questions as to why the opening is being 

held on Veteran’s Day and the reason they chose a Sunday is to allow the staff of the library to enjoy the opening 

as well. Councilwoman Batchelor stated that there will be events at the opening recognizing Veteran’s Day and 

there will be things going on throughout the week for veterans, as well.  

 

Mayor King stated that the city can hold the Veteran’s Day ceremony at noon to not conflict with the grand 

opening. He added that October 24th at 11AM will be the ribbon cutting at the new Estee Senior Apartments.  

 

Mayor Dayton J. King  
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Mayor King asked for a motion to waive the rules allowing Jennifer Jennings to speak.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

 

Jennifer Jennings, Downtown Development Specialist, stated that the 2018 event season is now over, and it was 

a very successful year of events. She thanked DPW, the Police and Fire Departments for their assistance at the 

events this year. Ms. Jennings stated that the most recent event, Bacon Jam, saw 3,700 attendees and had amazing 

feedback from the community. She noted that the event was sponsored on Facebook and was viewed by 10,000 

people in the Albany and Utica areas. Ms. Jennings stated that in relation to the presentation from Ed Flynn earlier 

this evening, there is a meeting coming up at the end of the month to create her work plan for 2019 and see how 

that and the strategy can jive to accomplish as much as possible. She added that if anyone has questions, concerns 

or ideas to please schedule some time to sit down with her.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to put the rules back in order; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           7:48PM – 9:45PM 
 

Councilman Zarrelli was not present for the Executive Sessions.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 7:48PM to discuss Employment  

History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Clerk Mazur to be present in the Executive Session; 

seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 8:15PM; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds.  

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 8:16PM to discuss Contracts 

and Negotiations; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and Police Chief Porter 

to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 9:45PM; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds.  

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                         9:45PM                                                                                                                               
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 9:45PM; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                                                                                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 
 
Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


