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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 
   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 
   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
   Ward 3 - Vincent DeSantis  - present  
   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 
   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie 
Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff,  Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit 
Mobility Manager Brent Warren 
 

Department Heads Absent:   
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                              7 Present  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                            
 

PROCLAMATION                                                                                             
 

Mayor King read a Proclamation honoring DPW employee James Morrison for his 41 ½ years of service upon 
his retirement.  He noted that Jim has been an integral part of the community through his labors in the 
Department of Public Works as well as in his work as the City Historian and volunteering to the Historic 
Preservation Review Board.  The Mayor and the Common Council extended their appreciation and 
congratulated him on his well-earned retirement; wishing him continued success, happiness, and good health 
in the years to come. 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                             CHARLES POTTER   
 

Charles Potter, Chairman of the Fulton County Board of Supervisors provided a third quarter report.  He shared 
data from Smart Watt regarding the County’s recent energy performance project.  Mr. Potter conveyed that 
the County has worked with Fulton County Sheriff Giardino as well as the Gloversville and Johnstown Police 
Chiefs on a “New Neighborhood Project 2017” which allows for shared technology to enhance law 
enforcement throughout all of Fulton County.  Regarding the Fulton County Demolition Project, Mr. Potter 
noted that the team is scheduled to be working in Northampton, the City of Johnstown, and Tryon Industrial 
Park and hopefully back to the City of Gloversville to remove additional buildings.  He concluded that the 
Fulton County Positive Initiative is working to create jobs and enhancing the quality of life for all residents. 
 

Councilman Smith inquired if the County was interested in participating in the Clean Energy Cities Grant 
opportunity which was recently introduced by Dan Sullivan of the Mohawk Velley Economic Development 
District, Inc. (MVEDD).    He advised that there are two Grant classifications (small and large cities); noting 
if Gloversville joined with the County we would qualify for funds allotted to the larger entity.   
 

Mr. Potter noted that the economic/environmental subcommittee will meet in October and encouraged 
Councilman Smith to address them regarding the MVEDD grant opportunity.   
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PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                                                 NICK ZABAWSKY                      
 

Mayor King opened the first Public Hearing at 6:20PM.   
 

Grant Writer Nick Zabawsky advised that the Fulton County Center for Regional Growth (CRG) at 30 West 
Fulton Street was applying for a $425,000 grant application through the Empire State Development 
Corporation under Round 4 of the Restore NY Communities Initiative.  He noted that the CRG would utilize 
those funds to renovate their building façade, parking lot and landscaping with the intent of presenting an 
attractive asset in the downtown area.   
 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the first Public Hearing at 6:25PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 

Mayor King opened the second Public Hearing at 6:25PM to discuss the potential sale of a City-owned parking 
lot located on Cayadutta Street. 
 

John Sardella stated that he was the owner of the Brass Monkey Restaurant located next to the Cayadutta 
Street parking lot.  He asked that the City abandon the idea of selling the lot as it would be very difficult to do 
business on a street with no parking on either side and without a parking lot for his patrons to utilize.    
Councilman Smith inquired if Mr. Sardella was interested in purchasing the lot.  Mr. Sardella advised that he 
would possibly consider it. 
 

Danny Conyne stated that he owns 43 Cayadutta Street which includes nine rental units and a storefront in 
the building.  He advised that if the parking lot was sold it would have a detrimental effect to him as tenants 
could possibly have no place to park.  He noted that many businesses on South Main Street and West Fulton 
Street utilize the parking lot and would be affected as well.  He concluded by saying this is not the right move 
for the City. 
 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the second Public Hearing at 6:30PM. 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:30PM.  
 

Victor Trippodo noted that he owns property at 23 Oakland Avenue on which he is currently constructing a 
sidewalk and a retaining wall which adjoins the sidewalk.  He noted that he had the verbal approval from the 
former DPW Director and former Code Enforcement Officer to move forward with the project and also heard 
from Mayor King and Councilman DeSantis that Council discussion allowed his plan for a monolithic 
sidewalk. Mr. Trippodo stated that he has received a “Stop Work Order” from DPW Director Trumbull due to 
concern with the sidewalk not matching the existing sidewalks bordering his property.   He expressed 
frustration with dealing with multiple City Officials with mixed information on moving forward. 
 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to set the rules aside to allow exchange of dialogue. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow an exchange of dialogue with Mr. 
Trippodo; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays  
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DPW Director Trumbull noted that he has spoken with Mr. Trippodo multiple times with no mention of a 
retaining wall being built. 
 

Mr. Trippodo showed photographs of his proposed retaining wall which would not be structural in nature.  He 
advised that the retaining wall would be part of a proposed flower bed.  Mr. Trippodo also showed multiple 
examples throughout the City where sidewalks did not match bordering properties and retaining walls were 
present.  He noted that gas lines from his house prohibit the installation of a sidewalk in a traditional manner. 
 

Councilman Smith advised that Mr. Trippodo was a client of his personal engineering firm several years ago.  
He noted that in general Mr. Trippodo does a good job with the property renovations he performs; however, 
noted examples of poor/non-conformity of materials on properties throughout the City is irrelevant.   
 

Fire Chief Groff noted that the Code Enforcement Office has had issues with compliance and unprofessional 
behavior when dealing with Mr. Trippodo.  He suggested that an on-site inspection be made to evaluate the 
situation and how it relates to compliance with City Code. 
 

Councilman DeSantis suggested that he along with Councilman Smith, Mayor King, DPW Director Trumbull 
and Code Enforcement Officer Myers look at the work being proposed. 
 

Mayor King advised that he is relying on the decision made by DPW Director Trumbull as he trusts the 
opinions made by our City Department Heads in each of the capacities that they serve.  He noted that Mr. 
Trippodo would need to be in compliance with City Code for any proposed construction of his sidewalk and 
retaining wall. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.  
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays  
 

Mayor King noted no one else chose to speak and closed the Public Session at 6:56PM.  
 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Weiss performed the September 22, 2016 Audit covering 
the period of August 18, 2016 to September 22, 2016. The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 
A-General Fund    $   920,471.24 
G-Sewer Fund     $     51,437.88 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $     45,655.07 
T&A Fund     $   810,748.33 
TOTAL     $1,828,312.52 
 

Checks to be Processed After Council Approval of Audit 
A-General Fund    $    104,241.45 
G-Sewer Fund     $      25,752.36 
H-Capital Projects Fund              $        3,897.50                 
T&A Fund     $              0 
TOTAL     $     133,891.31 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          
                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
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COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton King  
Board Appointment 
Mayor King asked for a Motion to approve his re-appointment of Jean Chain to the Board of Assessment 
Review with a term ending 09/30/21.   
 

Councilman Zarrelli made a Motion to approve the Mayor’s re-appointment of Jean Chain to the Board of 
Assessment Review; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.                                          Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays  
 
Darling Field Tennis Court Improvements 
Mayor King noted that local grant funding has been applied for to address the much needed repairs to the 
Darling Field tennis courts.  He advised that one grant has been denied and we are awaiting word from one 
other.  Mayor King stressed the importance of committing to a plan to do something to preserve the courts as 
they provide a source of recreation available to all ages.   
 

 

 
Councilman-at-Large James Robinson 

Schedule Public Hearing and Budget Meetings 
Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for 6PM on October 11, 2016 to 
review the Mayor’s Preliminary 2017 Budget; seconded by Councilman Simonds.     Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Council Members discussed available dates for departmental 2017 Budget 
Meetings with Department Heads.  The following dates were scheduled: 
 
Thursday, October 13th at 6PM  Mayor, City Attorney, City Assessor, City Clerk, DPW 
Monday, October 17th at 5PM   Transit and Police 
Tuesday, October 18th at 6PM  Fire and Finance 
 
 
 

1st Ward Councilwoman Marcia Weiss 
Fire Pit Permits  
Councilwoman Weiss noted that in her Ward she has received many complaints from constituents when 
neighbors have outside fires that create a lot of smoke.  She advised the Council that she along with City 
Attorney Casale are drafted a proposed Ordinance modifying City Code Chapter 102, Article V relating to 
open burning/fire pits and a permit process that would be required.  She noted the document would be 
forwarded to the Council before the next meeting for their review and to schedule a Public Hearing. 
 

Fire Chief Groff noted that the proposed Ordinance is similar to what the City of Johnstown currently uses.   
 
Police Department Ride Along 
Councilwoman Weiss noted that she went on a Police Department ride along with Officer Cody Bly on Friday, 
September 23rd from 7PM to 11:30PM.  She advised that she found it very interesting and learned a lot.  
Councilwoman Weiss commented how professional the Officer was when handling traffic stops and domestic 
violence calls.  She relayed that an infrared camera demonstration was utilized to show how effective and 
invaluable the equipment can be when needed. 
 

Police Chief Porter thanked Councilwoman Weiss for the positive feedback, noting he would pass it along.  
He advised the Common Council that they were welcome to schedule a ride along to see firsthand the situations 
that the department handles. 
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3rd Ward Councilman Vincent DeSantis 
Four Units and More Garbage Collection Options  
Councilman DeSantis advised that he has received feedback from constituents who will be affected by the 
Ordinance that requires garbage collection for buildings with four or more residential units to be responsible 
for private garbage collection and removal.  He asked the Council if they were interested in allowing residents 
to pay an annual fee to contract with the City’s DPW to perform this service.  Councilman DeSantis noted that 
some multi-unit properties do not have space for a dumpster or multiple garbage cans, which could contribute 
to additional blight being created.    
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen advised that he would be in favor of the City Attorney and the Council 
developing a fee schedule for that service with the property owner being required to pay in advance on an 
annual basis.   
 

Mayor King noted that part of the legislative intent was to free up DPW personnel from working on garbage 
collection from a property that is actually a business venture for the landlord.  Mayor King noted that 
notification to property owners that will be affected will be mailed this week defining 10-31-16 as the final 
date that the City will pick up for those properties. 
 
 
4th Ward Councilman Steven Smith 
Recreation Commission/Replacement of Ice Skating Rink Liner  
Councilman Smith stated that the Recreation Commission forwarded a memo to the Council requesting 
authorization to purchase a replacement liner for the ice skating rink at Littauer Field.  He noted that he went 
to look at the damaged liner to assess what their exact need was.  Councilman Smith explained that the rink 
liner contains the water when the weather gets warmer, thus allowing the water to re-freeze when temperatures 
allow without water seepage occurring.  He advised that the liner being replaced is a 6 mil product which 
would be replaced with a 10 mil thickness.  He noted that an estimate from NiceRink for the replacement liner 
is $1,225 and a Resolution would be brought to the next meeting to authorize its purchase.  
 
 
Fire Chief Thomas Groff 
CTG Grant  
Fire Chief Groff reported that the Center for Technology in Government (CTG) Code Enforcement Grant the 
City is participating in with the cities of Amsterdam and Schenectady is progressing; noting Troy recently 
chose to not be involved in the process.  He noted that the three entities will share in the cost to pay for the 
software for each municipality based on size; adding that $25,000 would be the most the City would be 
responsible for.  Chief Groff advised that he has been notified that there is a restructuring of additional available 
funds which he would be applying for.    
         
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

08/23/16    Council Meeting              
09/13/16    Work Session Meeting 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes of 08/23/16 and 
09/13/16; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                                                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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LEGISLATION 
 

 

Intro R-1   
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR DAYTON J. KING TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT 
WITH FULTON MONTGOMERY COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR TRANSIT SERVICES FOR 
THE PERIOD AUGUST 2016 – AUGUST 2017 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-2   
RESOLUTION TO MAKE MODIFICATIONS TO THE HS FUND – CAPITAL PROJECTS 
YEAR 2016               

Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.         
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-3   

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A RESTORE NEW YORK COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE 
GRANT APPLICATION TO BE UTILIZED BY THE CRG AT 30 WEST FULTON STREET           

Motion made by Councilman Smith; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                  7:35PM             
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35PM; seconded by Councilman 
Siarkowski.                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


