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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

  Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 
    Ward 1 - Robin Wentworth  - present 
    Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
    Ward 3 - Stephen Mahoney  - present 
    Ward 4 - Ellen L. Anadio  - present 
    Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
    Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, , Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Kevin Jones, Fire Chief 
Thomas Groff, Police Captain Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Not Present:  Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Police Chief Donald Van 
Deusen 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:03PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                            7 Present    
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                                        
 

SPEAKER    
 

Davis Yohe of Liberty Affordable Housing thanked the Mayor and Council for believing in and sharing the 
vision for the proposed Estee Apartments project his company is pursuing, noting that the 37 senior apartments 
are still being planned to be built and the current 39 completed apartments will be obtained.  He noted that he 
will be pursuing a grant opportunity for the third time; noting his company is doing all they can do to make 
this happen.  Mr. Yohe noted that the grant paperwork has to be submitted by October 6th and asked the Council 
to pass legislation regarding the PILOT Agreement to be submitted with his application.   
 

City Attorney Casale suggested scheduling a Special Meeting for Monday, September 28th at 6PM to pass the 
necessary legislation. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to schedule a Special Meeting for Monday, September 28th at 6PM; 
seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

SPEAKER    
 

Chuck Marshall of Stewart’s Corporation stated that he has appeared before the Council before asking to hook 
into sewer service for the East Fulton Street location; adding that is no longer needed for that store. He asked 
the Council to consider extending water (at Stewart’s cost) to the 1594 State Route 29A (Meco) location.   
 

City Attorney Casale stated that the City currently has signed the Memorandum of Agreement with the County 
for SMART Waters.  He asked the Council if they wanted to wait for the finalized proposal from the County 
or if they wanted to proceed with case by case requests.  He noted the final Agreement should be completed 
within a few months and suggested that making an Agreement with one entity would certainly bring more 
requests for the same commitments. 
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Mayor King stated that Stewart’s Corporation is a great community partner within Fulton County, noting the 
upcoming demolition of the former Loblaw’s Supermarket at the entrance to Gloversville as a huge visual 
enhancement.  He expressed that he would like to move forward with extending water to the Meco location. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli asked Mr. Marshall the timeframe the Meco location is seeking to obtain water. 
 

Mr. Marshall noted that he would be looking for a commitment for water extension as soon as possible.  He 
added that logistically his company would not be able to move forward with a conversion before December or 
early spring 2016.   
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to move forward with extending water service to the Stewart’s Meco 
location; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

DPW Director Jones stated that the Water Department would coordinate all necessary procedures to move 
forward with extending City water to the Meco Stewarts.  He noted that the County owns the water main going 
to the Fulton Center for Rehabilitation (the former Infirmary). 
 

PUBLIC HEARING    
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding the proposed Ordinance modifying Gloversville City Code 
Section 284-79; Stop Signs & Yield Signs to add the installation of a STOP sign at the intersection of Beaver 
and Beech Streets at 6:17PM.  No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:18PM.  
 

PUBLIC SESSION     
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:18PM.    He noted that several persons were in attendance along 
with Michelle Lautman to speak regarding the need for a cat rescue sanctuary in Gloversville.  He noted that 
the City Attorney has been working with Councilwomen Wentworth and Anadio and he has met with the Fire 
Chief, Police Chief, Captain Porter, Code Enforcement Officer Myers and Animal Control Officer Schuyler 
to better understand how to handle the situation of homeless, feral cats.  He asked Councilwoman Wentworth 
to explain some of the avenues being discussed regarding cat sanctuaries. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that the City of Gloversville has provisions for handling lost/homeless dogs; 
however, as most cities don’t, Gloversville does not provide similar services for cats.  She noted that local 
resident Michelle Lautman currently has a cat rescue sanctuary in her home.  She stated that her mission to 
care for cats not only helps the City but also provides assistance to persons wanting to have their cats 
spayed/neutered as well as assisting in providing medical care and finding homes for stray cats.   She noted 
that Ms. Lautman is seeking a thirty day extension on citations she has received from the code enforcement 
office.  Councilwoman Wentworth stated that time to research a permit process with regulations is necessary 
for pet sanctuaries as abuse/neglect could prevail without such enforcement.  She expressed to Ms. Lautman 
that no promises from the City are being made and added that inspections would be necessary from local code 
enforcement as well as a Public Health Inspector.  She noted that the issue of Ms. Lautman living amongst the 
number of cats she currently harbors or if she should have separate living quarters is to be considered.  
Councilwoman Wentworth noted that Ms. Lautman has a lot of supporters and encouraged all who support her 
to foster one cat in their own homes which would greatly assist her situation. 
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Councilman Simonds expressed concern that several parties would want to set up animal sanctuaries in their 
homes.  He noted his personal opinion that a person could not live with a large number of cats in their homes 
without causing medical concerns.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth advised that research is being pursued on how best to handle the situation.  She 
noted that the immediate need is for an extension to remedy the violations which is now dated for the end of 
September.   
 

City Attorney Casale noted that there is a great need for the assistance Ms. Lautman is providing to cats in the 
City.  He suggested that part of the legislation being considered is similar to what is currently written in City 
Code regarding a taxicab company providing service within the City with the Mayor having to agree to sign a 
declaration of public necessity.  He noted that a permit application with compliance inspections and clearance 
for such an operation from the state level through NYS Ag & Markets is also being researched. 
 

Mayor King noted that an extension of the violations will be allowed until the October 27, 2015 Council 
Meeting with proposed legislation being introduced at that time.  He noted he will advise Code Enforcement 
Officer Myers to extend the September violation date by 30 days with no further extensions being authorized. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth expressed that Michelle Lautman has a big heart and is a strong animal activist.  
She noted that the word needs to be put out that Michele’s home is not the drop off site for unwanted cats; she 
is not a vet or a shelter—she will steer you in the right direction on how best to assist a cat in need.   
 
Michelle Lautman sincerely thanked the Council for their time and considerations being made to pass 
legislation for a much needed cat sanctuary within the City.  She asked that if the City is not able to pass 
legislation to please give her adequate time to find forever homes for the cats she has.   
 

Kelly Colby thanked Michelle Lautman for the assistance she provides the City as well as to herself when in 
need of medical advice for cats.  She relayed a situation where a cat was on her doorstep who was missing half 
its face due to an abscess.  She noted she received assistance from Michele to fully heal the cat who is now a 
part of her family.  She shared an unfortunate case on Kingsboro Avenue where a person moved out of an 
apartment leaving 27 cats and asked that City officials recognize there is a need for such a service that Michele 
is providing.  
 

Devyn Colby gave a tearful account of how assisting a homeless cat with medical needs has changed the lives 
of everyone in her family.  She noted that even her friends who weren’t particularly fond of cats have shared 
her sentiment that her cat is very special.  She thanked Michelle Lautman for helping cats and finding homes 
for them.  She stated that cat lives matter and the City needs to help them as much as we help dogs. 
 

Steve Clark thanked the Council for any assistance they could provide with this difficult situation.  He noted 
many people have more than six pets and are not considered hoarders.   He thanked Michelle for the loving 
care she gives to cats in need. 
 

Marsha McCoy stated that she is working toward licensing to become a wildlife rehabilitation specialist.   She 
thanked Michelle and all who assist her to assist cats and taking them to appointments.  She stated that she 
knew everyone’s hearts were in it to make life better for homeless cats in the City.  She noted that recently she 
attended the “Woofstock” event which raised $5,000 for the Regional Animal Shelter and stated something 
should be done to raise money to assist Michelle with the expenses she has related to taking care of cats. 
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Tim Rizzo stated that he is a property owner in Gloversville and was at the meeting to address some concerns.  
He noted his property at 93 Second Street had a valve broken by a snowplow approximately five years ago 
and he would like that replaced.  Regarding his property on Fulton Street he noted he has written several 
memos to the Mayor, DPW Director and Council regarding drainage issues and requested that a response to 
his requests be given.  He noted that in his opinion Fulton Street is collapsing from Kingsboro Avenue to 
Frank’s West End Market.    He noted that the YMCA building on Fulton Street has water pooling on the west 
side of the building and the four corners (Main and Fulton Streets) are heaved.  He suggested a Capital Project 
to remedy the much needed improvements.     
 

 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:43PM. 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                     ELLEN ANADIO 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Anadio performed the September 17, 2015 Audit covering 
the period of August 20, 2015 to September 17, 2015. The following was reported: 
 

A-General Fund    $1,349,144.82 
G-Sewer Fund     $     32,837.24 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $   217,340.28 
T&A Fund     $   797,324.98 
TOTAL     $2,396,647.32 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.       
                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

CITY ASSESSOR JONI DENNIE  
-Finalizing the process to name the street by Burger King  
City Assessor Dennie advised the Council that she received a call from the Fulton County Real Property Tax 
Map Department to confirm the official name of the street by Burger King.   
 

All Council Members were in agreement to call it Hill Street as it is directly across from where Hill Street 
currently crosses South Kingsboro Avenue. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY CASALE   
-Request for two Public Hearings 
City Attorney Casale advised that two Ordinances will be presented at the October 8th meeting that require 
Public Hearings.   
 

Councilwoman Anadio made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for October 13th regarding the proposed 
Ordinance modifying Gloversville City Code Section 300-44.1 (K) to permit electronic message boards (EMB) 
and light emitting diode (LED) illumination in certain zoning districts; seconded by Councilman-at-Large 
Robinson.                                                                                                                        Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing for October 13th regarding the proposed 
Ordinance amending Gloversville City Code Section 102-30 regarding electrical permits; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays  
 

-Request for an Executive Session 
City Attorney Casale noted that he would like a Motion at the end of the Meeting for a brief Executive Session 
to discuss Proposed/Pending Litigation. 
 

FIRE CHIEF THOMAS GROFF  
-Fire Department Open House 
Fire Chief Groff announced that the Fire Department will conduct an Open House on Sunday, October 4th.   
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DPW DIRECTOR KEVIN JONES 

-Press Release Regarding Paving on Main Street  
DPW Director Jones stated that he issued a Press Release to the media and business owners in the Business 
Improvement District (BID) regarding the paving that will occur next week in the downtown area. 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 

-Holiday Parade  
Mayor King stated the Veteran’s Day parade will not be held this year in the City and added that a wreath 
dedication would be held at the monument.   He noted that he was approached by Karen Coppola regarding 
moving her Classic Image Holiday Parade from the City of Johnstown to the City of Gloversville this year and 
relayed that he has received positive response on social media to have the parade in Gloversville.   He noted 
that BID could possibly coordinate their tree lighting ceremony on the same date. 
 

Mayor King asked that the rules be set aside to allow Karen Coppola to speak. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow Karen Coppola to speak regarding 
the Holiday Parade; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski inquired if she had reached out to the BID to coincide the events. 
 

Ms. Coppola advised that she has spoken with BID President Karen Smith; however, some details will have 
to be worked out—noting that BID has their Santa, her parade has their own.  She advised that her parade will 
be held on Friday, November 20th and BID has their tree lighting scheduled for Friday, November 27th.  She 
was not sure if BID was able to change their date. 
 

Councilwoman Wentworth stated that she received an e-mail from Karen Smith that explained BID has a 
contract with a horse-drawn carriage company on 11/27 and she was unsure if the date could be changed.  She 
noted the parade is a great idea and stated that she supported it; however, the tree lighting has occurred 
downtown for many years and she would like to see both entities work together.   
 

Ms. Coppola stated that she is committed to her date of 11/20 as the weather can be very chilly in the evenings 
that time of year and she needs to consider the people who are in and attend the parade.   
 

Councilwoman Wentworth inquired if Ms. Coppola would provide Liability Insurance for the event.    
 

Ms. Coppola stated that she would submit the Certificate of Liability Insurance 30 days before her event. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if a route has been established for the parade. 
 

Ms. Coppola stated that thousands of people attend the parade and she hoped to have it entirely on Main Street.    
She noted that she would have craft and jewelry vendors as well as food and hot chocolate for sale. 
 

Mayor King stated he would be the point of contact for any questions she has regarding the Holiday Parade 
and he would list Ms. Coppola’s cell phone number on social media for anyone interested in contacting her. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules back in place; seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.  
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

08/25/15 Regular Meeting 
09/08/15 Work Session Meeting 
 

Councilman-at Large Robinson made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes as a whole; seconded 
by Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                                             Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1   
ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284, SECTION 79, 
ESTABLISHING A STOP SIGN ON BEECH STREET AT THE INTERSECTION WITH 
BEAVER STREET 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-1   
RESOLUTION TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS/POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.    
           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-2 
   RESOLUTION TO APPROVE OBTAINING IT VENDOR SERVICES FOR THE 
 GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND FOR LEAD CONTRACT VENDOR FOR THE 
 CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE 
Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.     
           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-3   

RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE DEPT. COMMAND VEHICLE 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.     
           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-4   

RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR THE DEMOLITION OF AN UNSAFE 
BUILDING LOCATED AT 211 NORTH MAIN STREET 

Motion made by Councilwoman Anadio; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.   
           Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

City Clerk Semione announced that there are four vendors from Just Energy soliciting energy services for one 
month from 9/22 – 10/22 in the City.  She reported all four gentleman have City of Gloversville vendor badges. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski noted that it is unfortunate to see National Grid replacing infrastructure for gas leaks 
after the City has paved a street.  He noted that people need to be aware of things the City has no control over. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                         7:15PM-7:30PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 7:15PM to discuss 
Proposed/Pending Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Wentworth.                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale to be present in the Executive Session; 
seconded by Councilwoman Anadio.                                                                           Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King exited the meeting at 7:15PM. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:30PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                          Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30PM; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
 
 
Susan Semione, City Clerk    


