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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
 

 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 

   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 

   Ward 3 - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present  

   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 

   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Clerk Jennifer Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, Fire 

Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, DPW Director Dale 

Trumbull 

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.  
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                             
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted 

to speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific 

Council member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the 

meeting.  Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 

 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:02PM 

 

Brandon Rowback stated that many crosswalk signals around the city are not working, including Prospect Ave 

and Kingsboro, Near Boulevard School. He asked if there is any plan to fix the crosswalks because the traffic 

lights are still keyed to the walk signals although they are not working, and he believes that is a public safety issue 

for the City. Mr. Rowback stated that he and his father water the flowers on Main Street for the Gloversville BID 

and was wondering whose job it is to take care of the weeds in front of the buildings. He noted that a lot of 

businesses on Main Street have excessive weeds growing which is a concern that he has heard while watering the 

flowers. 

 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:03PM.  

 

 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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AUDIT                                                                                                                       COUNCILWOMAN WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis and Councilwoman Weiss performed the August 23, 2018 audit covering the 

period of July 19, 2018 through August 23, 2018. The following was reported: 

 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 

A-General Fund    $    1,372,659.44  

G-Sewer Fund     $       174,024.99 

H-Capital Projects Fund   $                  0.00 

T – Trust & Agency Fund   $       864,018.43 

TOTAL     $    2,410,702.86 

 

Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 

A-General Fund    $       196,443.27 

G-Sewer Fund     $         31,136.80     

H-Capital Projects Fund              $           5,572.93     

T- Trust & Agency Fund   $                  0.00          

TOTAL     $       233,153.00 

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          

                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  
 

First Ward Councilwoman Marcia Weiss  

Councilwoman Weiss stated that a flyer was distributed to all Councilmembers showing the recent updates to the 

City Code. She noted that the flyer helps to make the changes more people friendly and easily understandable. 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that herself, Councilwoman Batchelor and Councilman-At-Large DeSantis worked 

on this document and are open to any feedback.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that it is important to make sure that residents have access to this information 

who may not be familiar with the website or receive the newspaper. She noted that distributing this flyer will help 

make the rules more widely known.  

 

Mayor King agreed that it should be known that changes have been made but he would like to encourage residents 

to view the city’s website and direct them to the online city code.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that this is a significant amount of change and not easily navigated within the 

code.   

 

Mayor King stated that he appreciates the people that show up to the Council meetings and pay attention to what 

is happening in the city and he does not know how to get the information out to the public any more than they 

already do.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that they can put something in the Leader Herald, have stacks of the flyer in 

department offices or local businesses. She added that Councilman-At-Large DeSantis discussed forming a 

landlord association and it would be beneficial for landlords to pass this information on to their tenants.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the point of the legislation is to move towards more aggressive 

enforcement and it should be publicized that they will be enforcing the new laws and make the do’s and don’ts 
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clear. He added that people who move into the city are not familiar with the rules and they need to be given a 

heads up on the laws before getting a ticket.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she believes it is part of their job to inform the residents, not just to make 

the rules and it also will paint them in a better light if they do take the time to communicate.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that this isn’t just about making sure the residents understand the rules but also why 

Council made them and how they can better comply.  

 

Mayor King stated that he would want the process to be sustainable and asked if Council will go through this 

process every time the code is changed.  

 

Councilman Simonds suggested they send out a once a year flyer that would give residents pertinent information 

since the year before. He noted that if the residents do not look at it then at least the city did what they could to 

get the information out.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the website can be cumbersome to navigate, and it may be helpful to add a link on 

the home page or a section saying that there have been recent law changes with the easier to read document 

attached.  

 

Mayor King stated that he could see doing this now because there were a lot of changes in the recent legislation. 

He noted that he does not know how sustainable this option is, though, and does not think it could be done every 

time there is a change. Mayor King stated that most people are law abiding citizens and some attend the 

government meetings and does not know how much more the city should do to make the information known.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if a newsletter could start going out with the tax bill.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that there is a cost associated with that and City Attorney Casale 

has had a concern with inserts in the past. She added that a lot of homeowners use an escrow company and do not 

physically receive their tax bill.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if including something with the water bills would be an option.  

 

Mayor King stated that they could discuss with the water board and that could be an option. He noted that bills 

are sent out every six months and not everyone would receive the information at the same time.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that this Council is behind the eight ball in terms of the 21st century and they 

need to look at how to better reach the public. She noted that the website and newspaper options are slightly dated 

and believes a Facebook account would be a good idea.  

 

Mayor King stated that the Police and Fire Departments utilize Facebook for their departments but City Attorney 

Casale does not love that idea, he noted that it could become a liability issue.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that they could have a one-way Facebook page to send out information to the 

residents. She noted that the flyer is not ready to be sent out yet as she wants to meet with DPW Director Trumbull 

when he returns from vacation.  
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Councilman Simonds stated that having an index as a quick review of the document may help because residents 

could scroll through that to see if anything would pertain to them.  

 

Mayor King stated that homeowners are responsible to know the laws and making people aware of the website, 

having two public meetings a month for residents to attend and having the media report on the Council meetings 

seems like they are doing enough to get the information out there. He added that if someone gets caught for 

speeding, they cannot say they did not know the law because there are speed limit signs up warning them.   

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they do not discuss the changes at every meeting and only really discuss 

when a change is happening. She noted that if someone is speeding, there is a sign saying 30 mph to warn them 

but there are no signs letting residents know that the city has made a change to laws.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that having something very visible on the website would help get the 

information out.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that a Facebook page would be well received by the community.  

 

Mayor King stated that keeping up with a Facebook page could be a disaster.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that a one-way Facebook page would be beneficial. She noted that it would not 

have to just be code changes and could be anything that they would like to share.  

 

Mayor King asked City Clerk Mazur if she would be open to running a city Facebook page.  

 

City Clerk Mazur agreed.  

 

Mayor King stated that he will discuss this with City Attorney Casale.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she will discuss the flyer with DPW Director Trumbull and send out to everyone 

once changes are made.  

 

Fifth Ward Councilman Jay Zarrelli  

Councilman Zarrelli stated that Council had passed two ordinances changing street parking back in May and it 

appears as though he sponsored one of the ordinances. He added that none of the streets changed are in his ward, 

but residents are calling him regarding the changes because he is the sponsor. Councilman Zarrelli stated that in 

order to alleviate this, he would like to request that Council change both ordinances and each Councilperson 

sponsor the streets in their ward, meaning there would be five separate ordinances. He added that City Clerk 

Mazur received an email from General Code that a handful of streets changed in May have overlapping ordinances 

and need to be addressed, he suggested that when those changes are made to correct the errors, they look into 

changing the ordinances so that he is not the sponsor.  

 

Mayor King stated that many people have reached out to him and asked why they did not know that there were 

parking changes and he informed them about the process and the monthly Council meetings.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that Councilman-At-Large DeSantis picked up a neighbor’s leaves.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the homeowner thought they could leave them out loose.  
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Councilwoman Batchelor stated that parking changes would be another topic to be put on a City Facebook page.  

 

Mayor King stated that he does not see an issue with breaking out the changes by ward.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that this is how the process started, Councilmembers determined their own streets 

based on ward.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that the parking signs have not been put up yet on her street.  

 

Mayor King stated that he asked DPW Director Trumbull to let him know when they would be working on certain 

areas, so he knew to expect calls from residents regarding the changes. He noted that they are working on putting 

the signs up at this time.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she did not understand the scope of work or the power that the Common 

Council has until she was elected.  

 

Mayor King stated that he understands why Council wants to work harder towards informing residents of changes 

taking place, but he would like to make sure they are doing what is reasonable and not going out of their way.  

 

Mayor Dayton J. King 

Mayor King stated that Jeremy Krajewski, chairman of the Recreation Commission, is looking for the approval 

of $500 in funding to be used on bounce house rentals at their Fall Festival that is in the planning stages. He noted 

that the bounce house company will have their own liability policy and will sign off on a hold harmless waiver.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the Recreation Commission does have their own account.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she believes there is an issue with having bounce houses on city property.  

 

Mayor King stated that there are no bounce houses at private events, but events open to the public where the 

liability insurance policy is required can have bounce houses.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if this would be a Railfest related activity.  

 

Mayor King stated that it will not be and will be a standalone event put on by the Recreation Commission.  

 

Sixth Ward Councilman Wrandy Siarkowski  

Councilman Siarkowski stated that he would like to request and Executive Session at the end of the meeting to 

discuss Contracts and Negotiations.  

 

Fire Chief Thomas Groff 

Fire Chief Groff stated that 35 Eagle Street will be demolished tomorrow.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren  

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the Title 6 plan has been approved by the Department of 

Transportation.  
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Police Chief Marc Porter 

Police Chief Porter stated that the department is holding an active shooter training at the previous Meco 

Elementary School today and tomorrow and two officers are currently at SRO training. He noted that there will 

be a demolition on Montgomery Street and parts will be closed to traffic.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan  

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the Finance Committee met on August third with fiscal advisor 

Christine Crowley who showed them an overview of the city’s debt. She added that the city has issued a lot of 

debt recently which involves issuing bans short term that can be renewed for five years but some of the debt will 

need to be structured longer term. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that bans are issued based on bids 

from the three major banks the city uses but when issuing bonds, that must go out to market to have a financial 

packet put together which Mrs. Crowley would handle. She added that Mrs. Crowley was given information based 

on the current debt including capital projects for 2018 and projects that would require long term financing like a 

new DPW building which would be 10 to 15 years of financing. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated 

that Mrs. Crowley showed some schedules of existing debts and schedules showing what the city finances will 

look like over the next couple years and what that might mean for the debt service. She added that the city would 

like to keep the debt service about where it is now because of the constitutional tax limit but it does appear that 

the city is in much better shape than in the past because the average valuations are climbing. Commissioner of 

Finance Weiterschan stated that she was considering if the city should apply for EFC funding for the trunk sewer 

project which has a cutoff date of September first, but she was told that the city should identify any future projects 

and list those with the project done last year that received the $100,000 grant on a future application. She noted 

that this was a reassuring conversation that there may be more funding in the future. Commissioner of Finance 

Weiterschan stated that the Finance Committee has also discussed the possibility of setting up reserve funds for 

the debt service because the fund balance is growing, she noted that there is a lot to look at when discussing the 

bigger picture, but Mrs. Crowley helped put it all together and she does anticipate meeting with her again. 

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he felt much more informed after the initial meeting with Mrs. 

Crowley and he had a much better understanding of where the city is going financially.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he was impressed with Mrs. Crowley and for the first time he could see the 

whole picture and how everything comes together. He added that this will make it easier when putting budgets 

together because most of the numbers will already be there other than some information to be filled in. 

Councilman Simonds stated that it is important that they do continue to meet with Mrs. Crowley and would like 

to do so before the budget meetings this year to hone in on what they need to do over the next four to five years.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that based on Department Head requests, she has also projected out 

four to five years for capital projects which helps put together the long term financial plan for the city.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the city has sustained a bump in sales tax this year and asked if Commissioner of 

Finance Weiterschan has any idea where those sales came from.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she does not know and when listening to a webinar last week 

from the Office of the State Comptroller, she learned that sales tax is up across the entire state but the highest 

percentage of sales tax growth for the first two quarters of 2018 was in Gloversville.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if this is an idiosyncratic thing that they cannot count on or will the city see an increase 

every quarter moving forward.  
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Mayor King stated that they cannot count on the increase to continue for future budgeting.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the first quarter increase was higher than the second quarter, 

she noted that the first quarter of 2018 was roughly $300,000 more than the first quarter of 2017 and the second 

quarter of 2018 was roughly $200,000 more than the second quarter of 2017. Commissioner of Finance 

Weiterschan stated that the city will not have to allocate fund balance for this year, she added that they did not 

allocate any fund balance in 2017 even though they budgeted $923,000 to do so because the revenue was $215,000 

to $220,000 over the appropriations. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that they budgeted 1.986 

million dollars for the fund balance this year but if things continue as they have then they will not have to use 

that, either.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that while it is unlikely that Gloversville will remain at the top of the state, they may 

continue to see an increase in sales tax. He noted that $500,000 in extra sales tax, of which the city receives 2%, 

would equal about 26 million dollars in sales.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if the percentage that the city receives from the Smart Waters sales tax is added into 

the sales tax revenue increase.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that it is not, she noted that the city receives 15% of the 1% that the 

county receives which has totaled $523,000 this year. She added that it was discussed in the webinar that there 

were two decisions made recently on internet sales changing the law that a business must have a substantial 

presence in the state to collect sales tax. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that while that may affect 

the numbers in the future, it would not have yet since that took effect in June.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that Governor Cuomo has been very interested in getting more sales tax from internet 

sales, but nothing has been officially done for that change to take place.  

 

Mayor King stated that September 10th he and Councilman-At-Large DeSantis will be meeting with Department 

Heads on their 2019 budget requests, he added that the information will then be presented to Council and budget 

meetings can be scheduled from there.  

 

City Clerk Jennifer Mazur  

City Clerk Mazur asked how Council would like to proceed with the changes to the parking ordinances discussed 

earlier this evening.  

 

Mayor King stated that they can consult with City Attorney Casale to find out the best way to move forward.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that as long as some streets have to be changed due to inconsistencies, they may as 

well have all Councilmembers sponsor their own ordinances. He noted that he is not adamant on the change and 

agrees that consulting with the city attorney is the best option.  
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

07/24/2018       Council Meeting 

08/14/2018       Work Session Meeting 

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilman Simonds 

                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
 



                                    Minutes – Common Council Meeting 08/28/18  

8 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION  

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski  

                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 

   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION  

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski  

                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

   RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION  

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Smith 

                 Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Demolition Portfolio  

 

Mayor King stated that the County has not done as many demolitions as he thought they would based on 

conversations earlier this year. He asked if they get any warning in advance.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that they do not get much notice in advance before demolitions, he agreed that he thought 

more would be done by now based on how well it started out earlier this year.  

 
• Streetlight Conversion 

 
Councilman Smith stated that he received a call from Scott Clark with SmartWatt asking if the city has made any 

decisions on how they would like to proceed, and he did not feel that he was able to comment without speaking 

with DPW Director Trumbull and will wait until he returns from vacation.  

 
• DPW Building 

 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if any RFP’s have been received regarding the study for a new DPW building.  

 

Mayor King stated they have received some and will be moving forward with this.  

 
• Electrician Job Opening 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
  

Police Chief Marc Porter  

Police Chief Porter stated that he would like to comment on the crosswalks brought up in the public session. He 

noted that yesterday he received an email from the City Electrician that he is working on the crosswalk lights in 
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school crossing zones at this time. Police Chief Porter stated that he cannot speak for the specific roads addressed 

but he is aware that the issue is being investigated.  

 

Mayor King stated that residents can always contact the Department of Public Works at any time to report these 

types of matters. He noted that the business or property owners are responsible for weed removal on the sidewalks.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:55PM – 7:22PM                                                                    
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:55PM regarding Contracts and 

Negotiations; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:22PM; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds. 

                              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                7:22PM 
 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 7:22PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


