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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2017 

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 

   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 

   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 

   Ward 3 - Vincent DeSantis  - present  

   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 

   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas 

Groff, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren     

 

Department Heads Absent:  
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:05PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                            
  

SPEAKER                        ROBERT ROECKLE                                                                                                                                  
 

Robert Roeckle from the New York State Department of State noted that he would be speaking about Shared 

Services which are items in a municipality that are shared with another municipality. He added that anything 

that governments can do, they can do together and some counties are moving forward with ideas to share 

services. Mr. Roeckle stated that Gloversville has mentioned the possibility of sharing Police, Fire and 

Emergency services and in the handouts that he provided, there is a letter from the Village of Saugerties Chief 

of Police who merged the town and village Police Departments into a single entity and it shows that their 

current budget is less than their budget before the merger took place. He added that this is something to look 

into even though when dealing with personnel changes, there will be issues that you have to deal with and 

work through. Mr. Roeckle stated that in the handouts, there is information on opportunities for funding 

regarding emergency services consolidation. He added that the Department of State has funding available for 

the study and implementation phases of Shared Services and there is also the Local Government Efficiency 

Grant which is through the consolidated funding application and will be available again in 2018. Mr. Roeckle 

stated that the Department of State also has what is called the Municipal Restructuring Fund which has multiple 

deadlines throughout the year and the funding is based on possible savings that would be estimated over a 

period of ten years, reduced to current value. He added that there is no match available for this particular fund 

but that would be used to fund a study, planning or the implementation of Shared Services.   

 

Mayor King stated that he wanted to bring Mr. Roeckle in front of Council and the other City Officials to 

explain what the benefits would be for the City to look into sharing services and that the City of Gloversville 

is a willing partner but does not have someone to share the services with. He added that there is a possible 
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partner and he would like for that City to see that there is money out there for funding even just for the study 

to show where savings can be found. Mayor King stated that Shared Services is something that the State wants 

to see and it is possible to do so without anyone losing their job.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that other areas are looking into consolidation happening over ten plus years where no one 

loses their job and people transfer to new departments slowly. He added that this would require union 

negotiations which will depend on how willing people are to making the change. Mr. Roeckle stated that the 

Village of Saugerties actually dissolved their village department and created the larger department through the 

town and that is subject to a referendum. He added that he did look over the City of Gloversville’s charter and 

there is nothing that prohibits the City for sharing services because it states that we must have a Police and 

Fire Department but nothing is stated as to how that must be accomplished.  

 

Mayor King stated that he wanted to provide an opportunity for the Council Members to ask questions as Mr. 

Roeckle has been dealing with Shared Services for a long time and has a lot of experience.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if the funding for implementation would include the construction or expansion of 

an existing building.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that it would include updates to an existing building and funding has paid for the expansion 

of an existing police department to accommodate additional officers and has paid for additional police vehicles.  

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale asked if the City of Gloversville was to continue without a willing partner, what 

would be the City’s options to try and accomplish some of the goals relating to sharing services.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that in order to accomplish any kind of shared services, you need a partner that is at least 

willing to look into the situation. He added that the Department of State funds studies and planning with 

implementation not being a requirement to receive the funding. Mr. Roeckle stated that the City would need 

someone who is at least willing to look into the options and the Local Government Efficiency Grant would 

provide $12,500 per municipality and if you actually implement a consolidation, the City would receive back 

80% of the local match. He added that having a study done does not require the Cities to move forward with 

implementation.  

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale stated that he believes the last study was done for the City in 1992. 

 

Mayor King stated that the last report showed a lot of savings but was never implemented. He added that he 

would like to pick a date, as far out as 2030 and set that as the implementation date and work on the planning. 

Mayor King stated that he does not want to see anyone lose their job but he does think that could happen if 

something is not done to save money because revenue is not coming in quickly enough in either City. 

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that most municipalities have found that when two departments are merged together, the 

cost typically increases due to union negotiations but while it is sometimes higher in the short term, over time 

they end up saving more money by merging.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked if the City would pay half of $25,000 that the study would cost.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that if there are two partners, the Department of State would give up to $25,000 and it 

would be split two ways at $12,500. He added that this would qualify for any type of service, such as highway, 

water or sewer, for example.  
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Mayor King stated that the success has been proven with the Smart Waters contract which involved sharing 

water services with the County. He added that the City will continue to be a willing partner for sharing services 

throughout the County.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that they have seen many municipalities looking at where they can no longer afford certain 

departments and then transferring to the County, with EMS being the most common to go County-wide.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if this would include the sharing of equipment or facilities and not an actual 

merger of two departments. 

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that there have been many instances where people keep their own departments but are 

sharing computer software or even have a County-wide records management program.  

 

Police Chief Marc Porter asked if Mr. Roeckle was familiar with any City Police Departments merging or 

consolidating.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that Jamestown is currently looking into it but has not moved forward due to some 

unforeseen issues and he believes the City of Fulton is also looking into this merger. He added that they have 

had larger villages transfer County-wide.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that he noticed there were not many Cities listed on the handout and it was mainly 

villages and towns. He added that he would like to compare the City of Gloversville’s situation with other 

cities that also operate out of central dispatch.  

 

Mr. Roeckle stated that he will send him over some information as he knows that studies have been done to 

consolidate City Police Departments. He added that with no willing partner right now it will be more difficult 

because a City will not share with a Town or Village and if a City tries to partner with the County, it can cause 

issues. Mr. Roeckle stated that the Cities of Gloversville and Johnstown are in a unique situation because they 

share many borders which is very uncommon.  

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Roeckle for his time and appreciates him coming in.   
 

SPEAKER          SHARLEE BERENGER 
  

Sharlee Berenger of St. Mary’s Healthcare Addiction Services was not in attendance at this meeting.  
 

SPEAKER                          CHAD KORTZ                                                                                                                                                                
  

Chad Kortz of CT Male stated that he would like to give an update on the sewer project as of today. He noted 

that a little over 700 feet of the 1,000 plus feet of pipeline has been installed and the portion that is installed 

has been inspected, tested and is ready to go once the rest of the pipeline is complete. Mr. Kortz stated that this 

has been a difficult project because there are a lot of different factors involved primarily since it has been done 

under an emergency standpoint where there was not an upfront investigation to properly document the 

conditions. He added that they have had to do a constructability analysis on the fly but the pipe is being installed 

in an excellent manner and has been done up to the standards and specifications originally set before the project 

began. Mr Kortz stated that most of the sewer is about 12 feet deep and 30 inches in diameter so it is a big 

sewer and the groundwater in the area along the three creek crossings is very high. He added that they ran into 

an abandoned eight inch clay tile sewer line and they believe it is the original sewer that has unfortunately 

become a conduit for groundwater that needed to be managed as they installed the new sewer line which 

involved partially damming the creek and has caused some of the setbacks. Mr. Kortz stated that due to all of 

the issues that he mentioned, this has caused them to be behind schedule. He added that the original date of 
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completion was August 8th which in June seemed like a reasonable target with how many unknowns there 

were. Mr. Kortz stated that the next hurtle to get through is the last creek crossing, three more manholes and 

just under 300 feet of pipeline to be installed. He added that the sections to be worked on are on property 

owned by the City, near the Beaver Street brush drop off area and the Twin Cities property that is no longer 

operational. Mr. Kortz stated that City Attorney Casale and his staff did a great job locating the original 1903 

easements which helps with the project but now the issue is the last piece of installation. He added that they 

have unfortunately encountered some soil and groundwater contamination that needs to be dealt with in a very 

specific way. Mr. Kortz stated that petroleum that was found is confined to one area and was found very close 

to the edge of the creek which was reported to the DEC for removal guidelines and they are able to rid of the 

soil at the Fulton County Landfill which is a huge cost saving measure. He added that they went through the 

process with the DEC to get three Department of Public Works trucks outfitted with temporary hazardous 

waste permits so the City can haul the soil contaminated with petroleum to the landfill which also reduces cost. 

Mr. Kortz stated that the soil contaminated with the heavy metals, arsenic and chromium, had levels that 

exceeded DEC’s acceptable limit by a large magnitude. He added that this effects 30,000 or more cubic yards 

of soil that the DEC has allowed them to stockpile and use back in the trench that it was removed from which 

is a huge cost saving and schedule saving measure. Mr. Kortz stated that the petroleum does need to be removed 

from the site because it contains volatile organic compounds that create human health hazards when exposed 

but it is a much smaller amount of soil since the heavy metals do not need to be removed from the site. Mr. 

Kortz stated that they also need to deal with the groundwater and that is more challenging than the soil because 

there is between three to seven feet of groundwater in the bottom of the trenches so the trenches need to be 

dewatered. He added that because the groundwater is contaminated, there are two options; it can be sent to the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant to be treated or it can be cleaned up to standards on site and then discharged back 

into the creek. Mr. Kortz stated that using the Wastewater Treatment Plant is problematic because of the 

amount that would need to be hauled there and it would be more than they are setup to treat which would cause 

it to be pretreated on site before even being transferred to the plant. He added that they have worked with the 

DEC to run several different lab analysis to figure out the most cost effective and acceptable way to handle the 

groundwater. Mr. Kortz stated that it was then put out to bid for treating on site and they received three quotes 

from contractors with the lowest cost being $320,500.00 from Pro Act. He added that this work needs to be 

done in order for WM Schultz to install the rest of the pipeline and while it is an unfortunate situation, it is a 

historical issue and no one’s fault that this has happened. Mr. Kortz stated that the bypass pump is running at 

a cost of $3,200 every day and a solution needs to be figured out.  

 

Mayor King asked if there was anything that could have been done differently up until this point.  

 

Mr. Kortz stated that hindsight is always 20/20 and there may be some things they could have done differently 

looking back but when the decisions needed to be made, he does believe the best choices were made. He added 

that this was an emergency case so not much more could have been done differently and as a team, everyone 

did the best they could.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked how many manholes are currently in place.  

 

Mr. Kortz stated that six out of the nine are complete.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli asked if the State mandates that they test the soil periodically.  

 

Mr. Kortz stated that the State does not make you test unless there is a reason to suspect  contamination and 

they realized early on that there was potentially an issue so they did test as part of due diligence.  
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Councilman Siarkowski asked if the site would qualify for the Brownsfield funding.  

 

Mr. Kortz stated that it probably would have but it no longer exists in New York State. He added that it was a 

great program and the City of Gloversville would have received grants from this but the money is gone. Mr. 

Kortz stated that there is a ground field cleanup program through the EPA and he can look into that for more 

information.  

 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull stated that Beaver Street had to be removed from the paving schedule due to the 

delay in the sewer line project. He added that they did add in two new streets which is approximately the same 

cost. DPW Director Trumbull stated that the new streets added to the paving list are Temple Street, from James 

Street to Lincoln Street and North Kingsboro Avenue from Tenth Avenue to Eleventh Avenue. He added that 

he will be in contact with Callahan who is doing the paving for the City and they will be starting this week but 

he had no choice but to remove Beaver Street this year.  

 

Mr. Kortz stated that in order to keep the project moving, he would ask for a resolution to add the quote from 

Pro Act to WM Schultz’ contract. He added that this contract is worst case scenario and an upper hand quote 

of what needs to be done. Mr. Kortz stated that he believes there is a lot less groundwater than in June and 

being that they installed the sewer upstream, they have a way to pump clean water from one of the manholes 

which are both advantages. He added that he will work to bring the cost down as much as possible.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that in terms of a time frame to pass the resolution, it was previously stated that 

the workers will be held up in a matter of days since there is not much to do before this work will be required.  

 

Mr. Kortz stated that this is correct, the workers only have a day or two of productive work before a decision 

is needed on this and if they were to wait until the next Council meeting, the crew would be demobilized and 

then would go back to the site once the resolution is passed and at which point there will be a remobilization 

fee, making it more costly.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked to pass a motion for an emergency resolution to allow the $320,500.00 contract. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that since there is no resolution to present tonight, he would suggest to pass a 

motion authorizing the Mayor to enter into this contract and at the next Council meeting, they will pass the 

resolution.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to allow the Mayor to enter into a contract with WM Schultz 

for $320,500.00; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that while he was disappointed at the haste that the original contract was signed with 

WM Schultz, he did speak with Mr. Kortz before this meeting and does feel better about this portion since CT 

Male did receive three bids that were all fairly priced. He added that while he understands that the first contract 

was emergency work so there were no checks on prices, he does feel like there was a good faith effort to keep 

the costs down for this portion and does believe they will get it done as inexpensively as possible. Councilman 

Smith stated that he also believes it is smart to inflate the cost so they do not have to come back and ask for 

more money.  

               Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
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Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 

speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 

city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 

abusive,  

 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:47PM. 

 

Robin Wentworth of 3 Orange Street stated that she would like to talk briefly about Railfest, she wanted to 

thank the City for allowing Railfest to have bounce houses this year and added that it went very well, there 

were no incidents and they probably went better than the rides of past years. Mrs. Wentworth stated that she 

would like to thanks DPW Director Trumbull and his crew for all their help with setting up and making sure 

they had everything needed. She also thanked Police Chief Porter for providing police protection throughout 

the day and while there were a few minor incidents that could have escalated, the police presence helped keep 

everything calm. Mrs. Wentworth also thanked Fire Chief Groff and the Fire Department for their assistance, 

as well. She stated that there will be a wrap up meeting held this week and by the end of the month they will 

be presenting Parkhurst Field Foundation with a check but since they have not told them the amount yet, they 

will not be announcing it tonight. She added that it is a good amount this year since it went so well. Mrs. 

Wentworth thanked the organizing committee; Logan Barclay, Vanessa Williams, Jessica Holmes and Ellen 

Anadio and thanked everyone who supported them by attending the event. Mrs. Wentworth stated that she also 

wanted to mention that the Gloversville Neighborhood Watch has been in contact with Reverend McGrath and 

they attended the Freedom Rally on Second Street that Reverend McGrath helped organize. She added that 

someone from the Capital District Neighborhood Watch will be providing a Window Watchers training on 

September 11 at 6:30PM at City Hall. Mrs. Wentworth stated that she would be in touch with the City Clerk 

if a larger room was needed based on the amount of participants attending the training. 

 

Mayor King thanked Mrs. Wentworth for dunking him for the eighth straight year at Railfest.  

 

Mrs. Wentworth stated that she missed the target but was thankful that Mayor King let her push the lever to 

dunk him.  

 

Reverend Hank McGrath stated that Neighborhoods Against Drugs (NAD) is thankful for the support that 

they have gotten from the local law enforcement especially on behalf of Second Street who has come together 

stronger. He added that there is something about that spark of getting people more involved and this Sunday 

they are having a training at the Forester at 1PM to teach the members of NAD how to report on time and how 

to get their information to the authorities. Reverend McGrath stated that the public can attend and they will 

also be giving out an award in the name of Audra Richardson who recently passed away on Allen Street due 

to an overdose. He added that the award will go to people who volunteer in the City by pushing back to 

eliminate the heroin epidemic. Reverend McGrath stated that he wanted to point out that Heritage Ministry is 

recognized as a congregation and is registered with New York State under number 266716. He added that he 

plans on making NAD a non-profit organization and applying for grants to help serve the state in a better 

capacity. Reverend McGrath stated that law enforcement cannot do it all on their own and a couple citizens 

cannot do it on their own. He thanked everyone for their time and invited anyone that can attend to the training 

on Sunday.  

 

Brandon Rowback of 13 Bleecker Street asked for an update on the catch basin plan or what the plan to 

update the catch basin system currently is. 

 

Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:54PM. 
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AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Weiss performed the August 17, 2017 Audit covering the 

period of July 20, 2017 through August 17, 2017. The following was reported: 

 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 

A-General Fund    $   1,329,229.96  

G-Sewer Fund     $        45,610.00 

H-Capital Projects Fund   $      676,411.24 

T – Trust & Agency Fund   $      546,775.77 

TOTAL     $   2,598,026.97 
 

Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 

A-General Fund    $      94,636.06 

G-Sewer Fund     $        1,033.04             

H-Capital Projects Fund              $        4,174.60          

T- Trust & Agency Fund   $               0.00          

TOTAL     $      99,843.70 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          

                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King  

Mayor Dayton King stated that he would like to schedule a Public Hearing for the September 12th Work Session 

regarding a proposed Community Development Block Grant application for $500,000 for the City of 

Gloversville regarding a housing rehabilitation program to assist low and moderate income homeowners in 

rehabilitating their homes. 

                             

A Motion was made by Councilman Simonds to schedule the Public Hearing for September 12th; seconded by 

Councilman DeSantis. 

              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if the grant would be for a specific neighborhood.  

 

Mayor King stated that it has been done in the past by neighborhood but now the hopes are to make it a citywide 

program instead. He added that CDA Agency Consultant Nick Zabawsky is trying to expand it citywide to 

help those who are most in need.  

 

Mayor King stated that there has been discussions brought forward by the City Clerk to change the cost of the 

yearly dump permit fee. He added that it is currently $50 for a full year but it would be beneficial to change 

the price to $25 starting around September for the remainder of the year.  Mayor King stated that he would 

like to see what Council is thinking for this change because he believes it is important to make sure people 

have the access to get rid of their garbage. He added that the bulk pick up program was implemented at Laura 

Nealon’s suggesting a few years ago and that is a great program for the City. Mayor King stated that the Fire 

Department and NQA is also doing a great job by going out and siting blight issues around the City and that 

is working out well to help this issue, as well.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that he believes prorating the price is a good idea and agrees with the change.  
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Councilwoman Weiss stated that she agrees also, as long as the expiration date remains the end of the year on 

all dump permits because she does not like the idea of a write in date.  

 

Mayor King stated that it is a different color sticker every year and that makes it easier for the workers at the 

County landfill to track. He would like to have the resolution in for the next meeting regarding this but would 

like to have a motion for it to be effective as of this September 1st since the next meeting is after that time.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman DeSantis to change the price of dump permits to $25 beginning September 

1, 2017; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.  

              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King stated that he also wanted to update everyone on the paving schedule which was already discussed 

during Mr. Kortz’ presentation. He asked if DPW Director Trumbull had anything else that he would like to 

add about the paving for this year.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he will be in contact with Callahan this week and wants to get this project 

started as soon as possible.  

 

Mayor King stated that he appreciates everyone’s patience this year and this is something that the City has 

been doing for many years. He added that the previous DPW Director wanted to try oil and stone which they 

agreed to and it did not work out and they will not make that mistake again.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if there is any anticipated date of completion at this time.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he does not have an answer tonight but will this week.  

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale 

City Attorney Anthony Casale stated that he has been the City Attorney since January of 2011 and since that 

time and up until last week, there have not been too many discussions about FOIL requests because we have 

not had any problems with them. He added that some issues have come up in the past week that he needs 

Council’s guidance on because of a number of FOIL requests submitted by Brandon Rowback. City Attorney 

Casale stated that any person is entitled to make a FOIL request and it is not the person who made the request 

that is the concern but the expansive nature of the FOIL request requires discussion. He added that the request 

seeks all 2016 and 2017 emails from the City Clerk and the Mayor’s email accounts and although the request 

is vastly expansive, it is allowable. City Attorney Casale stated that the logistics that the City would have to 

face to comply is something that needs Council’s attention. He added that there are more components to the 

FOIL request that are less problematic such as copies of the Mayor’s dog licenses, mileage reports for the 

Mayor, financial disclosure statements for the Mayor and a parking permit for the Micropark which are all 

easier to obtain and respond to but in order to address the email component, this encompasses thousands of 

emails. City Attorney Casale stated that just looking at the City Clerk’s account alone, the City Clerk would 

have to review thousands of emails and the 2016 portion is from before City Clerk Mazur was employed 

making this a tremendously time consuming exercise. He added that this request is so vast and expansive that 

he felt the necessity to contact Robert Freeman, the Executive Director of the Committee of Open Government 

to go over the nature of the FOIL request and Mr. Freeman was not surprised that this type of situation has 

happened during an election season and does see these types of issues commonly. City Attorney Casale stated 

that if he started connecting the dots, he would assume that there is a political element to this request which is 

fine but there are two options for the City to choose from. He added that Mr. Freeman did confirm that City 
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Attorney Casale needs to respond within five days to acknowledge the request and then again within 20 days 

to state how long the City will need to compile the records. City Attorney Casale stated that once the Mayor 

and City Clerk are done processing through two years’ worth of emails, he will then need to sort through them 

to see if they are FOIL-able or if they fall under an exception. He added that some examples of what would be 

an exception for interagency emails, which is what is being requested, is if they have statistical or factual 

tabulations or data, if they have instructions to staff that effect the public, if they are final agency policies or 

determinations or they are information on external audits. City Attorney Casale stated that every email will 

need to be analyzed on a case by case basis and once determined if they can be released, will then need to be 

redacted if required. He stated that the two options are, keeping the manpower the way it is right now and 

having the City Clerk, Mayor and City Attorney process this request and his best estimate to comply would be 

10 months to finalize this which he is sure Mr. Rowback does not want to wait 10 months as he believe his 

intention is to have this within the election season. He added that option two, which would get the emails to 

Mr. Rowback before election season is over, would be to take City Clerk Mazur away from the Clerk position 

to strictly review emails for the next few weeks and bring in someone to do her Clerk duties and himself and 

the Mayor would also need to primarily focus on reviewing and redacting emails, as well, and would require 

the City to hire external Council. City Attorney Casale stated that he does not think Mr. Rowback had malicious 

intent when filing the FOIL request and a lot of times people file requests and do not know what they are doing 

which he believes may be the case here. He added that the vast amount of information being sought will require 

logistical issues and expenses that the City needs to overcome in terms of labor if they are to respond in a short 

time frame. City Attorney Casale stated that he does not necessarily need an answer tonight because 20 days 

does get them to the work session but at that point he will need a decision because he will need to establish a 

time frame to have the request completed by when issuing the 20 day letter. He added that if Council would 

like to set the rules aside, they can allow a response from Mr. Rowback since he is in attendance tonight and 

he would like to get past this issue as quickly as they can but he does not believe he should be the one to make 

the decision and needs input from Council on how to proceed. City Attorney Casale stated that he is caught in 

the crosshairs of this because he does not believe Mr. Rowback will want to wait too long for this as he is sure 

Mr. Rowback wants the information during this election season. 

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if the request is for every email including received and sent for the City Clerk.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that the FOIL request reads as 2016-2017 emails for the City Clerk and 2016-2017 

emails for the Mayor which he perceives as being all received and sent.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if the City was to hire someone to review the emails in regards to if they fall under 

an exception, how much City Attorney Casale believes it would cost. He added that they may have a hard time 

finding someone to make a reasonable decision on the emails and it could be a period of time before someone 

is hired to even fulfill the request.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that it will be a tremendously time consuming process because it is thousands of 

emails, the City Clerk and Mayor will need to go through all of their emails for a two year period, give them 

to him to figure out if they are allowable to be released and then redact the ones that can be released. He added 

that he does not know if this was Mr. Rowback’s intent when filing the FOIL but based on the way it reads, 

this is what has to be done. City Attorney Casale stated that a FOIL coming from anyone can really hamstring 

a municipality and regardless of who submitted the request, it would cause this type of response due to the 

amount of information that needs to be gone through.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if we were to hire an outside professional to work on this, would City Attorney 

Casale still need to review all of it being that he is the City Attorney.  
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City Attorney Casale stated that the City would need to hire special council to assist with the request, looking 

at the City Clerk’s emails alone, the total was almost 4,000 emails.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked City Attorney Casale what his best estimate of cost would be.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that to hire an attorney alone, not including the manpower to substitute the Clerk, 

an estimate of 100 hours of work at $150 per hour, which would be a discounted rate, would total $15,000 just 

for the special council. He added that he does not need an answer tonight but he will need an answer soon.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to set the rules aside to allow Mr. Rowback to speak; seconded 

by Councilman Simonds.  

 

Mayor King asked Mr. Rowback if he would like to come forward and speak on this issue. 

 

Mr. Rowback stated that he would like to clarify his request and when he did submit the request he spoke with 

the clerk and stated that he wanted all incoming and outgoing emails between the City Clerk and Mayor. He 

added that he is not looking for all emails from their accounts, just their personal conversations.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that an amendment would be needed to his original request to proceed with what 

he is looking for.  

 

Mr. Rowback stated that he will go in tomorrow to the Clerk’s Office and amend the request if that will 

alleviate this problem.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that while that will bring the scope of the FOIL request down, it will still need to 

follow the same process discussed, the Mayor and City Clerk will need to read through all of the emails during 

the time frame and then he will need to verify what is allowable to be released and then it will need to be 

redacted. He explained that it will be the same process already discussed just with fewer emails.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if City Attorney Casale will be able to give the total number of emails to Council 

by the next meeting.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he can give a total count of how many emails there will be but would suggest 

that Mr. Rowback amend his FOIL request as soon as he can so he has time to look into the new request. He 

added that this isn’t a discussion on if the City should comply or not because we have to comply, the question 

is the timeframe, he needs to figure out how much time it will reasonable take to comply with the request.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that all of the other items listed in Mr. Rowback’s FOIL requests will also need 

to be provided, as well.  

 

City Attorney confirmed that they will need to be researched and a five day letter will also need to be sent for 

all other items.  

Mr. Rowback stated that he will amend the FOIL that City Attorney Casale has tonight if possible.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he only has a copy in his possession and to amend it in the City Clerk’s Office 

when he can and then he will re-review the request. He added that if Mr. Rowback is okay with having a 
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dialogue with him then he would be happy to discuss the request with him once he puts in the amendment but 

it is also up to Mr. Rowback if he would like to amend it.  

 

Mr. Rowback stated that he will go to the City Clerk’s Office tomorrow morning to amend the request and has 

no issues having a discussion with City Attorney Casale.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that hopefully it will become a smaller project but even with an amendment it can 

be an expansive task to process just based on the review portion and it is up to Mr. Rowback to determine if it 

is worthwhile for the City to spend its time and resources on this but he cannot stop him from making this 

request.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if there is any mandated requirement from the State after the 20 day notice that they 

must comply with the request.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that it is the deadline that he chooses in the 20 day letter, there is no restrictions 

other than as quickly as they can. He added that once he submits the 20 day letter, whatever timeframe is stated 

in the letter, the City needs to comply by meaning they cannot get six months down the road and say that they 

need more time.  

 

Mayor King asked Mr. Rowback if there is something that he can help him with specifically. He added that he 

would be willing to answer any questions that he has right now to save the taxpayers money.  

 

Mr. Rowback stated that he isn’t looking for anything specific and would like to see the interaction between 

the previous clerk and the Mayor and the new clerk and the Mayor. He added that he would like to do some 

research for himself.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to put the rules back in order; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds.  

 

Third Ward Councilman Vincent DeSantis 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he would like to give an update on the street lighting project, he noted that 

SmartWatt has been replacing the high pressure sodium lights that the City owns with LED lights. Councilman 

DeSantis stated that he attended part of a webinar last week that was given by the State and there is a program 

to replace all streetlights in the City with LED lights and SmartWatt is behind them on this. He added that he 

spoke with Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan and currently the City spends $220,000 a year in 

electricity to light the streets and if the lights were updated to LED, it would reduce the cost by 70-75%, down 

to $60,000 a year. Councilman DeSantis stated that the process has already been started because the first piece 

is to become a clean energy community which the City of Gloversville already has. He added that secondly, 

the City has to buy the street lights from National Grid and they have already notified them that the City would 

like a quote as to what it would cost, now National Grid has 90 days to respond. Councilman DeSantis stated 

that once the quote is received back, the City will have six months to negotiate with National Grid to decide if 

we want to go ahead with the purchasing and if we do go forward then the City will need to negotiate an 

operating agreement which determines which part of the maintenance will be handled by the City and by 

National Grid. He added that he spoke with Jim Walsh, the City Electrician, and he stated that the maintenance 

will not be difficult with the LED bulbs because they have a 25 year life expectancy, compared to the high 

pressure sodium lights which only has a 5 year life expectancy. Councilman DeSantis stated that the City 

would purchase the lights from National Grid and fund it partially with grants and partially with a ban or a 

bond and the savings that are realized pay off the bonds and usually will be paid off between five to seven 
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years, then the City will see the reduction in electricity costs. He added that in the webinar, they named several 

cities that have done this throughout New York State and not one is unhappy with the decision and are delighted 

with the results. Councilman DeSantis stated that it would be a year-long process before the City would be 

changing out the lights but we could start the process before the end of 2018. He added that the City can receive 

a grant up to $100,000 to help defray the cost of the purchase and the change out of the lights.  

 

Mayor King thanked Councilman DeSantis for his work on this project and he believes it is a great program.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

07/25/2017 Council Meeting 

08/08/2017 Work Session Meeting 

 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson made a Motion to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss. 

                                                                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GLOVERSVILLE TRANSIT DEPARTMENT TO 

IMPLEMENT A TITLE VI PLAN  

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson 

               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE 

LITTLE HUSKIES FOOTBALL LEAGUE, INC. 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds 

 

Mayor King stated that this is something that the president of the league, the boardmembers and the City 

Department Heads got together very quickly on to put together a great contract that covers a few years instead 

of updating yearly. He thanked DPW Director Trumbull and City Clerk Mazur for their work on this.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if the Little Huskies have their own equipment to take care of the lawn 

maintenance.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are using an older model mower owned by the City.  

               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE TO ACCEPT A NEW 

YORK MAIN STREET TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECT GRANT IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $20,000 

Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Vince DeSantis  

Councilman DeSantis stated that he wanted to mention a meeting that he, Councilwoman Weiss and NQA 

Zachery Schwartz had with a company called POLCO which is a system that allows the local government to 

interface with the citizens directly by asking survey questions. He added that it is all done on the POLCO 
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website and the City can ask specific questions and get feedback from hundreds of citizens if they are to sign 

up to be a part of it. Councilman DeSantis stated that it costs $3,000 per year and he believes it will be very 

useful because he has learned from going door to door, how little residents know about what Council does for 

the City but that they seem interested in being a part of the community. He added that it is a great way to be 

able to communicate with a big percentage of the City residents and it will allow them to communicate more 

effectively.  

 

Mayor King stated that it is similar to Survey Monkey and all departments could use it if they had a need to 

engage with the City residents. He added that as an example, DPW would be able to set up a survey to see 

what roads people would like to have paved. Mayor King stated that social media is huge now and this will be 

a new platform for the City to use and for only $3,000 it would be nice to try out and if they do not like it, they 

can scrap it for next year.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that POLCO will work with the City to help write questions more effectively and 

help them get started with the website.  

 

Mayor King stated that the City is currently spending $3,200 a day to bypass the sewer and this contract would 

be less than that for the entire year. He believes it will be good engagement and it is easy to respond and to 

receive good feedback from the residents.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that it will help the citizens become much more informed and they will be able to 

get all the facts before answering questions that pertain to their City.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked how large of a capacity POLCO has to accept responses as far as data limits are 

concerned.  

 

Mayor King stated that there is a City in Texas that uses POLCO and is much larger than Gloversville so that 

would not be an issue for us. He added that it is a startup company and they only have a dozen or so 

municipalities at this time. Mayor King stated that no decision is needed tonight but he does believe it will be 

a good investment.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 7:29PM; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds. 

                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


