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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 08, 2017  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 
  

         Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
                                         

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - absent 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, 

Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent:  

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:04PM            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                     MAYOR KING 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                              
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding modifications to Chapter 284 of the Gloversville City Code 

pertaining to Handicapped Parking at 6:06PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:06PM.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                              
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding modifications to Chapter 250 of the Gloversville City Code 

pertaining to Sidewalks and Driveways at 6:06PM.  

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:06PM.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                              
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding an Environmental Easement Agreement with SolarCity at 

6:07PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:07PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                              
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding modifications to Chapter 284 of the Gloversville City Code 

pertaining to Vehicles and Traffic at 6:07PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:07PM. 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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MAYOR               DAYTON KING 
 

Mayor Dayton King stated that he would like to appoint Kaitlyn Thompson to the Recreation Commission. He 

added that Ms. Thompson was previously on the Recreation Commission but did not have the time to dedicate 

due to her work commitments but now her schedule has freed up and would like to rejoin. Mayor King stated that 

Ms. Thompson did a great job when she was previously on the commission.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Simonds to appoint Kaitlyn Thompson to the Recreation Commission; 

seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson  

                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King stated that Logan Barclay, the chairman of the Recreation Commission, was in attendance this 

evening and they are in the beginning stages of planning a 5K race with the Rail Trail being utilized as the course. 

He asked Mr. Barclay if he would like to speak about their initial plans.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to waive the rules and allow Mr. Barclay to speak; seconded by 

Councilman Zarrelli 

                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Logan Barclay stated that the Recreation Commission is looking into doing a 5K race and due to the length of 

space that they will need, he wanted to get approval from DPW and other City Departments in regards to blocking 

off intersections. He added that he would like to know if any training would be required for the volunteers in 

regards to traffic control and how many volunteers would be suitable to handle this properly. Mr. Barclay stated 

that he would like to get the ball rolling with approvals so they can get the applications out to the public. He added 

that the idea is to charge $20 for registration in order to get money in and make t-shirts for anyone that preregisters 

as well as purchasing medals for anyone that crosses the finish line since this will be categorized as a fun run.  

 

Councilman Smith asked what the route is expected to be.  

 

Mr. Barclay stated that he measured it out and would like to start at Rail Station Park and run towards Johnstown 

to just before Parkhurst Field then they would turn around right before the Harrison Street intersection and run 

back to Rail Station Park. He added that this would include crossing three or four intersection with one being 

Main Street.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that he would like to schedule a meeting to address any concerns that either party has 

because where the rail trail crosses roadways is something they would need to work out. He added that the 

intersections would be West Fulton Street, West Pine Street, South Main Street and Hill Street and some will be 

busy streets to shut down at 6pm on a Saturday. Police Chief Porter stated that the Police Department is happy to 

help in any way that they can and the sooner something is put together for authorization and approval, the better. 

He added that 6pm is their shift change so he will need to put additional personnel on to keep them in place 

depending on how long of an event this will be. Police Chief Porter stated that he recommends that the police 

shut down the streets and direct traffic because they are already equipped to do so and as long as the City is fine 

with extra personnel being on, this will allow everything to be done safely. He added that the Police Department 

and Fire Department have worked together previously on 5Ks and the more they plan in advance, the better the 

outcome.  

 

Mayor King stated that the Recreation Commission has the support of the City but to make sure that Mr. Barclay 

or someone from the commission meet with Chief Porter this week. He added that he does not think anyone has 

any complaints in regards to a few hours of overtime and he finds that to be warranted for a great event taking 

place in downtown.  
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Councilman DeSantis stated that they will have a rough idea of the number of participants but with same date 

registration, it will be more difficult to know the amount of runners.  

 

Mr. Barclay stated that they will be giving away a t-shirt as an incentive to preregister so hopefully they will have 

a good idea ahead of time.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that it will make a difference for road closures depending on the total number of 

participants and they will also have the issue of runners going in both directions since the course doubles back.  

 

Mr. Barclay stated that he plans on making it clear what side of the trail to stay on depending on the direction 

they are running and has seen this kind of course done in other areas. He added that originally he thought of doing 

this on the roads but decided to start small for the first year.  

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Barclay for coming in tonight and stated that he looks forward to this event.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman Simonds 

                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King stated that the Executive Session that he had requested on the agenda will be pulled tonight as it is 

not needed at this time and City Attorney Casale will need a short Executive Session at the end of the regular 

session. 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                                                                   CHIEF MARC PORTER 
 

Police Chief Marc Porter stated that he would like to thank DPW Director Dale Trumbull and his crew for 

trimming the trees and shrubbery around Elk Street Park today which was somewhat in response to concerns that 

the City heard from the public at the last Council meeting regarding activities surrounding this park. He added 

that he spoke with Mayor King about installing City-owned cameras in this area and the tree trimming gives them 

a better vantage point. Police Chief Porter stated that the police officers on foot and patrolling can see a little 

better now as to what is going on in the park and this will also go a long way to show that neighborhood that they 

are paying attention.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the usefulness of the City cameras was shown with the current incident at the former 

YMCA and he believes putting up more cameras where they would be best utilized would be helpful. He asked 

if there is a line item in the budget to purchase cameras.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that there is money in the 2015 Capital Plan and originally he had planned on budgeting 

for a camera on North Main Street and 5th Avenue and possibly North Main Street and 11th Avenue but now he 

thinks the demand is in another neighborhood to utilize this money for.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if private citizen’s cameras have been of assistance to the Police Department.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that in the past they have looked at personally owned cameras and they have received 

offers from citizens to look at footage but it is nice to have your own control of the cameras and they will have 

more success if the City has their own cameras. He added that it has become second nature to the officers to 

review the cameras if needed and they have helped tremendously since being installed. Police Chief Porter stated 

that they rely on them also to be a deterrent which is difficult to measure but he believes it does help.   

 

Mayor King stated that they have discussed adding cameras into City parks previously and he is all for this and 

he believes the deterrent factor alone makes it a great investment.  
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Councilman Zarrelli asked if chain of custody is an issue when reviewing a private citizen’s camera other than 

City owned.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that this is always a concern because it can cause issues when moving forward with a 

case since it is not City owned equipment.  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                                   CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Thomas Groff stated that they received four applications for the Deputy Building Inspector and are 

working on hiring someone. He added that they did hire a Clerk from a couple applications approved by Civil 

Service and the new employee will begin on Monday. Fire Chief Groff stated that NQA Zachary Schwartz’s wife 

had a baby girl last week. Fire Chief Groff stated that they are waiting on a variance from the Department of 

Labor to clean up 213 North Main Street and the demo team will also be starting this month. He added that 

Building Inspector Brandon Myers is working on 12-18 South Main Street. Fire Chief Groff stated that they do 

have a signed contract with General Code in regards to the CTG grant money and hopefully the installation of 

software will begin in the near future. He added that he will be attending a grant workshop on August 24th.  

 

Mayor King stated that he spoke with a representative from the EPA regarding a couple grants that the City had 

applied for and did not get. He added that the City of Gloversville scored between 92 and 95 percent out of all 

the municipalities that applied nationwide. Mayor King stated that the grants were awarded to the applicants that 

scored in the 97th percentile. He added that he met with the company that helped write the grants, the contractor 

and the gentleman from the EPA and they encouraged the City to apply again for the grant in October and gave 

him ideas on how to improve their application. Mayor King stated that they are $200,000 grants for petroleum 

and hazardous substance remediation. He added that while we don’t always win it is nice to hear feedback that 

we were close and were encouraged to apply again. Mayor King stated that he just had this meeting today and 

will be sharing the details with Council via email.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if the fall applications is another round of the same thing.  

 

Mayor King confirmed that it is second round and he has written recommendations on what the City can do to 

improve the next application. He added that one of the recommendations is to form a task force consisting of, for 

example, the Police Chief, Building Inspector, Assessor and a Councilmember to identify where the sites are that 

need remediation. Mayor King stated that they need to list the sites and rank the reasons why they would like to 

remediate the issues at those specific sites. He added that the people scoring the applications can be from any 

federal agency, not just the EPA so another recommendation was to have someone review the application before 

submitting that does not know a lot about the topic to ask questions that will help break it down and make it more 

easily understandable. Mayor King stated that even though they did not win, this is all great feedback and the 

City will try again this fall and will have a better opportunity of being awarded the grant money. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                                  BRENT WARREN  
 

Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren stated that he was notified yesterday that the Transit Department received 

a grant that they applied for last year and has been awarded $24,000. He added that he sent an email this afternoon 

because the amount seems to be just the one year applied for and he did apply for both 2015 and 2016 and he is 

hoping this is a partial amount of the grant they will be receiving. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that 

this year’s grant information was included with the letter that he can apply for. He added that the money is mostly 

for vehicle and facility related upgrades and he is hoping to upgrade the lift but that will cost more than the 

$24,000 received in the grant. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that Clinton County received the final 

approval to dispose of the buses that they borrowed from Gloversville a few years ago and he will be sending the 

titles to them once Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan signs them and the City will get the funds that are 

received from the disposal. He added that this will probably be around $3,000 and he also received permission to 

dispose of a City bus that is on site so some funds will be coming in from this disposal of the three buses.  
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DPW                                                                                                                                             DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull stated that CT Male, the company replacing the trunk sewer line, has installed 540 

feet so far and has installed through two of the creek crossings. He added that they are up to the Twin Cities 

property side and while this project was supposed to be officially done today, due to the weather, everything is 

being held back. DPW Director Trumbull stated that right now the big hold up is the contaminated soil and they 

are currently looking for a way to remedy this situation. He added that WM Schultz wants to move on past the 

Twin Cities property by Friday but due to the petroleum in the soil, they are still being held up. DPW Director 

Trumbull stated that he has been told it could be potentially another six to eight weeks but he believes they are 

giving themselves a large window since they do not know how the situation with the soil will turn out. He added 

that the project is behind but it is moving along and that they seem to be right on top of it, it is just that the 

circumstances are working against them.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if the contaminated soil is on the South Main Street side of the creek.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the petroleum is right at the Twin Cities site before you cross over the creek 

towards the leaf drop off.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if they are worried about contaminating the sewage and why that would be a concern. 

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that this is what they are concerned about and the Department of Environmental 

Conservation mandates that they dispose of it properly. He added that this does effect the paving schedule because 

Beaver Street was set to be paved and that cannot happen until WM Schultz has completed their work. He added 

that he explained the situation to Callahan and they said it will not be a problem to start later in the year because 

they are also behind due to the weather. DPW Director Trumbull stated that they will be starting mid-September 

on the paving and while that is a little concerning to him to be starting that late, they did ensure that they will get 

the work done and he is holding them to their word.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the striping of the South Kingsboro Avenue from Fulton Street to Route 30A 

will hopefully begin next week. He added that there will only be about two and a half months in the year to benefit 

from this change and has been in touch with the company that will be doing the work. DPW Director Trumbull 

stated that SmartWatt is also currently working on the upgrades including new LED lighting at Littauer Field 

which will be a great benefit to the City and they are also currently working in the utility room in City Hall. He 

added that the Rail Trail updates are also in the works and they are installing equipment as it comes in. DPW 

Director Trumbull stated that bike racks and some new signage has already been installed and they are waiting 

on the delivery of the new benches, picnic tables and garbage cans. He added that they received two Requests for 

Proposals on the pavilion builds, one came in at $78,000 and the other one for $12,600 which is a huge difference 

between the two. 

 

Councilman Smith asked how big the pavilions are.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are two different sizes and the larger of the two is 16’ x 24’. He added 

that one will be located off of Harrison Street and the other one by the Ruby & Quiri warehouse.  

 

Mayor King stated that the company that had the lowest bid is a Fulton County company. 

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that DPW Director Trumbull had previously mentioned something about sleeves for 

the storm sewers and was wondering if anything with this is moving forward.  
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DPW Director Trumbull stated that he talked with the City Mason and he had said that the City’s catch basins are 

obsolete because they are so big. He added that the new construction is much smaller for money saving reasons 

so to order any for the City would be considered a custom order. DPW Director Trumbull stated that he isn’t 

saying that it can’t be done but it will be a harder project than originally thought if all replacements have to be 

custom made.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked how many catch basins are in the City.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that there are 1,565 and a lot are in rough shape. 

 

Mayor King stated that it is the City’s responsibility to maintain the upkeep on the catch basins but it is nice for 

residents to help the City by keeping the ones in front of their homes clear. He added that some high traffic areas 

have some catch basins are that dangerous but updates would be needed less frequently if people chipped in. 

Mayor King stated that there is no way the City can keep up with 1,565 of them and they have discussed before 

purchasing the pre-cast option. He asked if the City should put it out there that we are going to hire a company to 

repair these because he is willing to look into what it would cost to hire a company.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the main problem is that all of the City’s catch basins are unique because they 

are different sizes and have different sized pipes leading into them. 

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that Amsterdam receives a grant every year for $750,000 for infrastructure and if 

they can get the grant then so can Gloversville.  

 

Mayor King stated that the City only has one mason and even with someone assigned to help the mason, there 

are just not enough hours in the day to fix all of the catch basins in bad condition. He added that he was told by a 

DPW employee that if the City was to contract out to fix the catch basins then there would be a grievance filed 

since that is technically City work.  

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale stated that there is a grievance process and if the employee wants to go through it 

then he can.   

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to authorize DPW Director Trumbull to go out to RFP to see what the price 

would be to fix 20-30 catch basins and get the dangerous ones repaired especially on the busier streets. 

 

Fire Chief Thomas Groff asked if now would be the time to standardize the size throughout the City.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are typically a different size for a reason, due to different sized pipes 

coming into them, for capacity reasons or the pipes go out in a different direction and all these reasons can make 

it difficult to repair.  

 

Mayor King stated that the City is spending two millions dollars to repair the sewer line which is important and 

needs to be done but a lot of our main arterials have serious issues that need to be fixed and he believes it is worth 

spending $50,000 to $100,000 to fix some of the unsafe catch basins. He added that he is sure the Councilmembers 

get complaints because there are issues in every neighborhood.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he does get a lot of complaints and sending out an RFP does not obligate the 

City to anything and it will help to figure out the facts while also looking into grant funding then they can make 

a decision from there.  
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Councilman Simonds stated that he wants to know what the lay of the land looks like, how many are seriously 

bad that need attention right away and how they will pay for it. He would like to have a nice idea because all of 

what they are talking about is necessary before having the conversation on what will be fixed.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he has a map in his office with orange dots that show the catch basins in the 

City with barrels over them due to how unsafe they are. He added that there has to be at least 55 of them.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated it would be nice to get a grant to help pay for this but first they need to find out what 

the price will be, he would like to take care of the problem but he is not going to do it at the expense of other 

issues so he will need more information on the project. 
 

FINANCE                                                     COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN   
 

Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan stated that she does not have anything specific on the agenda for 

tonight, the Finance Office has switched from the audit to budget and is now in full budget swing. She added that 

the 2018 budget requests are coming in from the Department Heads and she will have them to the Mayor by 

October first.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that in regards to the five year plan that they have been discussing, he would like to 

look at the budgets as well going forward and not wait until October to review for 2018. He added that he is more 

than happy to help because it is very important to project all finances.  Councilman Simonds stated that he wants 

to have a plan ahead of time and this is extremely important moving forward. He added that he would like to plug 

in what numbers are missing to see where the City is standing now and moving forward. 
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                     JONI DENNIE 
 

City Assessor Joni Dennie stated that she does not have anything to discuss tonight unless there are any questions 

for her. She added that she will be on vacation next week.  

 

Mayor King stated that the City has received a 100% equalization rate for 2018 and only once since 2008 have 

they not had 100% equalization. He added that he is very proud of this. Mayor King stated that if anyone is 

following the County-wide shared services meetings, Jon Stead has mentioned going to County-wide assessing 

where the assessors would be responsible for 4,500 parcels each and City Assessor Dennie is responsible for 

6,000 parcels now. He added that this gives you an idea of how much City Assessor Dennie is already doing. 

Mayor King stated that someone does receive a stipend to help the Assessor’s Office when City Assessor Dennie 

is not available. Mayor King stated that it is a big accomplishment that City Assessor Dennie does keep the City 

at a 100% equalization rate and he thanked her for her hard work and dedication. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                            ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Anthony Casale stated that he would like to request an Executive Session at the end of this meeting 

to discuss Pending Litigations.  
 

CITY CLERK                                                                                                                    JENNIFER MAZUR 
 

City Clerk Jennifer Mazur stated that she did not have anything to discuss tonight and everything is going well in 

the Clerk’s Office. 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1 

 ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284, SECTION 71, 

“SCHEDULE OF HANDICAPPED PARKING ZONES” TO INCLUDE ONE HANDICAPPED 

PARKING SPACE AT 19 EAST FULTON STREET 
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 Motion made by Councilman-At-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds                 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-2 

 ORDINANCE AMENDING GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE SECTION 284, SECTION 71, 

“SCHEDULE OF HANDICAPPED PARKING ZONES” TO INCLUDE ONE HANDICAPPED 

PARKING SPACE AT 79 MONTGOMERY STREET 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds                   

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-3 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 284-81 SCHEDULE VI OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY 

CODE RELATED TO NO PARKING 

 Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson                                    

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-4 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 284-79 ESTABLISHING A STOP SIGN ON LINCOLN 

STREET AT ITS INTERSECTION WITH WEST STREET 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilman Smith                                       

                          Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-5 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 250 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds  

                              Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO ACCEPT A 

$10,000 GRANT FROM THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES 

  Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson                                                   

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 

 RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO THE KESSLER’S FUTURE LIVING 

INCORPORATED FOR THE DESIGN AND BUILD OF (2) PAVILIONS  

   Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson                                                  

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO EXECUTE DOCUMENTS GRANTING AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL EASEMENT TO NIAGARA MOHAWK, A NATIONAL GRID COMPANY, 

FOR THE FORMER CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE LANDFILL SITE AT 876 EAST FULTON ST. 

EXT, RT. 29A, JOHNSTOWN, NY 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson 

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked what the ramifications are of this easement.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that it allows the workers to go onto the property. 
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Mayor King stated that it basically gives them a right-of-way on to the City owned property.  

                 Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:50PM – 7:05PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:50PM to discuss Pending Litigation; 

seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive 

Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:05PM; seconded by Councilman 

Zarrelli.  

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:05PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                         Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


