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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2016 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 
   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 
   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
   Ward 3 - Vincent DeSantis  - present  
   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 
   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - absent 
   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - absent 
 

Department Heads Present: City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan Semione, Deputy 
Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff,  
Police Chief  Marc Porter, Transit Manager William Walrath, Assistant  Transit Manager Brent Warren 
 

Department Heads Absent:  Assessor Joni Dennie, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen  
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                              5 Present  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                            
 

SPEAKERS                                                                                             GLOVERSVILLE WATER BOARD                                                    
 

Mayor King stated that he was aware that the Gloversville Water Board put a lot of work into pursuing 
available grants to assist in financing their new water tank project.  He advised that the Council as a whole 
determined that an available grant would be better utilized for fixing storm drains & manhole covers.  He noted 
that the Water Department is a City department and the Council ultimately decides what is best for the entire 
City.  He asked for a Motion at 6:05PM to set the rules aside to allow Water Board members to speak. 
(Water Board Members in attendance:  Antonucci/Isabella/Semione/Shell)  
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow members of the Gloversville Water Board 
to speak; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                                 Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Gary Antonucci read a statement from Water Board Superintendent Christopher Satterlee.  The letter noted 
that this Water Board and Water Boards of the past have always viewed their relationship with the City as a 
team.  He noted that they have been open with their plan for the tank project by communicating every step of 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) process with City officials.  A timeline was outlined 
regarding the Eagle Street water tank replacement project. 
 
April/2016: Water Department/Satterlee and Linart, CT Male representatives Kortz and Thatcher met with 
Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen to discuss the need for the Water Department to bond for the Eagle 
Street water tank replacement project with the intent of pursuing two grants.   
 
May/2016:  Memo distributed to Mayor and Council from Commissioner of Finance on May 5th with subject 
being: Bond Resolution for Water Department Project.  Memo outlined applications for two grants being 
pursued.  May 10: Satterlee spoke at Council Meeting to answer any questions regarding the tank replacement. 
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June/2016: June 14 Council Meeting: Council makes Motion for Public Hearing for CDBG for the 
Gloversville Water Board.  June 28 Council Meeting: Public Hearing held-no public comments.  Council 
inquiry if both the City and Water Department could apply for the $750,000 CDBG.  June 29: DPW Director  
Trumbull visits Water Department offices inquiring their willingness to not apply for the CDBG.  Clerk of 
Board Linart advised that the Water Department needed to move forward as they have too much time and 
money invested by the hired engineers who have been working on this grant since May. 
 
July/2016: E-mail received from CT Male/Chad Kortz informing Water Department that the City has decided 
that they are going to apply for the $750,000 CDBG, thus rendering their application null/void (still no 
notification from City representatives).  July 20: Satterlee advises City Clerk Semione that the Water Board 
wishes to be put on the Agenda for the July 26th Council Meeting to speak regarding the CDBG.  Mayor King 
contacts Satterlee same day and denies request to be on the Agenda.   
 
Antonucci continued reading the prepared statement from Satterlee which noted this is not team work at all.  
He noted a complete lack of transparency.  He stated that there is not an “us versus them” opinion when the 
Water Board deals with the City; noting the SMART Water Agreement that the Council and Water Board 
worked so diligently together to make a reality.     He further explained how the Water Board felt blindsided 
by this Council’s actions and the disappointment in how all of this has played out.  Satterlee expressed 
understanding in the City’s need to address their infrastructure needs, however in their eyes was done in an 
underhanded and unprofessional way.    A question of an abundance of available money in the City’s sewer 
infrastructure fund was made related to comments made by a previous DPW Director.  Satterlee advised that 
he did not know if their contacting the media was a way of blasting the Council or more of a way of informing 
the taxpayers why when the time comes to bond, there would be a need for $2M as opposed to $1.25M.  
Satterlee further explained that the NYS Department of Health has issued an unfunded mandate for the water 
tank project to be completed and online by the end of 2017.  He continued by saying the reason for the Water 
Department being in attendance tonight is because of the Common Council’s lack of communication.  He 
noted that if both entities could have just sat down and talked about each board’s desire and needs we probably 
could have come to some sort of resolution.  He added that there may have been disappointment; however it 
would have been done in a professional and transparent way.  He concluded that the Water Board appreciates 
the City for recognizing what their department does and that they feel the same way about what the City does 
and stressed the need for communication in the future.    
 
Water Board Member Pete Semione thanked the Council for allowing them to speak.  He respectfully asked 
that they reverse their decision to apply for the grant that the Water Board found by doing their homework 
when hiring an engineering firm that sought out available grants.  He noted that there is no denying that the 
storm drains in the City needed to be addressed; however noted that the Eagle Street water tank needs to be 
replaced by 2017.  He quipped that if Judge DeSantis was on the bench and was hearing this case he was sure 
he would side with the Water Board as they were the party that brought the grant availability to the table in the 
first place. 
 
Water Board Member James Isabella stated that the Water Department pays for itself by collecting water fees.  
He noted that the SMART Water agreement brings revenue to the City and in the best interest of the City as a 
whole the Water Department should be allowed to apply for the CDBG. 
 
Councilman DeSantis made a Motion at 6:20PM to set the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                          Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:20PM.  
 

Martin Chevian of East Boulevard stated that he completely agreed that the Water Board should be allowed 
to apply for the CDBG funds and it is a no brainer.  He expressed concern that his water bill would increase to 
cover the expense of replacing the water tank.  He noted the SMART Water initiative is a revenue source that 
the City should use to repair its infrastructure.  Mr. Chevian noted that storm damage from a tree recently 
occurred on his street and the Fire Department and Department of Public Works were quick to respond and 
remedy the situation.  On another issue, Mr. Chevian advised that many people speed on East Boulevard at all 
hours of the day.  He expressed concern that there is a 15mph school zone that people show disregard for. 
 

Ann and David King of Second Avenue spoke regarding a long-standing problem with a zombie property 
located at 80 Kingsboro Avenue that borders their property.  They noted that for four years they have dealt 
with cleaning up a large amount of leaves from that property that make their way into their yard.  They 
expressed optimism that the recent zombie/blight law passed by NYS will result in a positive change.  They 
relayed how a property maintenance company makes repairs on the property which amount to putting up 
plywood on broken windows and the rotting garage door which detracts from the value of their property.   
 

Mayor King noted that there is someone interested in purchasing the property; however, has had difficulty in 
confirming ownership by bank officials that supposedly own the property.    He noted that the City’s Vacant 
Building Ordinance will address the requirement of a registry of ownership for vacant/abandoned properties. 
 

Robin Wentworth of Orange Street stated that Railfest will be held on Saturday, August 6th.  She thanked 
Mayor King and all City employees who help in preparing for the event.  She stated that she was looking 
forward to a good day for families to enjoy and noted that this year’s recipient of Railfest’s charitable donation 
will be the Family Counseling Center’s Coordinated Children’s Services Initiative.  
 

Mayor King noted no one else chose to speak and closed the Public Session at 6:26PM.  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
Water Department  
Mayor King advised that the City Water Department runs differently than other departments in the City; noting 
that they pay for all of their own equipment and expenses.  He noted that many members of the Water Board 
are businessmen who realize that sometimes after money and time are invested it is sometimes necessary to 
change the course of action of anticipated plans. He noted that he would like to see more communication 
between the Water Department and the City and added that as a Department Head, Mr. Satterlee could attend 
monthly Council meetings.  He noted that he wished he could hit rewind and reach out to the Water Department 
to attend both Department Head and Council meetings.   He noted that sometimes both entities will be 
interested in applying for the same funds and difficult decisions would need to be made to address the issue.   
 

City Attorney Casale advised that there is nothing in City Code that would disallow members of the Water 
Department/Board to be a part of Council Meetings. 
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion at 6:30PM to set the rules aside to allow members of the Water Board 
to offer additional comments; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Water Board Member Semione stated that in his opinion, the Water Board first addressed utilizing the 
$750,000 Grant to use for the water tank replacement project and noted that they should be allowed to apply 
for it this year, with the City doing so next year.   He advised that the City’s water supply is vitally important 
to residents.   Mr. Semione relayed that as a last resort the Water Board may need to increase water rates to 
pay for the state mandated project.   He noted that Gloversville is a small community with high needs. 
 

Councilman DeSantis advised that there is an urgency to repair the City’s storm drains. He noted sinkholes are 
developing which is creating a serious public safety issue.  He apologized for the lack of communication with 
the Water Board and advised that he would like to see all entities work together in the future.  
 

Councilman Simonds state that he served on the Water Board for eight years.  He noted that as a Councilman 
he has to look at the City as a whole and do what is best.  Councilman Simonds stated that he recognized the 
fact that the Water Department sought out the Grant and better communication should have occurred on how 
best to utilize the funds.  He noted that the Eagle Street water tank replacement project has been discussed for 
over ten years and he was sure that provisions had been made to prepare to do so; adding that in his opinion 
they would be able to fund the project and still be financially secure.  He opined that the Water Department 
has made out quite well with provisions made in the SMART Water Agreement.  Councilman Simonds noted 
that the City would not be stepping back from applying for the Grant and noted that if the need were greater 
for the Water Department to utilize the funds the City would have stepped back.    
 

Water Board Member Isabella asked why the City was not utilizing funds it had in the Sewer Fund. 
 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan explained that the Sanitary Sewer Account is used to repair 
sewer lines, pay for equipment to do so and labor costs.  She advised that it is separate from the Storm Sewer 
Account and cannot be used to replace the City’s failing storm drains. 
 

Water Board Member Semione advised that the Water Department would move forward and continue to work 
with the City at all times. 
 

Mayor King and all Council Members advised that they will work more diligently for better communication. 
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion at 6:45PM to set the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                          Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Weiss performed the July 25, 2016 Audit covering the 
period of June 23, 2016 to July 25, 2016. The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 
A-General Fund    $1,160,593.66 
G-Sewer Fund     $   218,900.81 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $   537,874.44 
T&A Fund     $   582,060.30                
TOTAL     $2,499,429.21 
 

Checks to be Processed After Council Approval of Audit 
A-General Fund    $      89,192.51 
G-Sewer Fund     $           353.15 
H-Capital Projects Fund              $           476.91      
T&A Fund     $             0 
TOTAL     $      90,022.57 
 

 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.         
                                   Carried 5 Ayes - 0 Nays 



                                              MINUTES – Common Council Meeting 07/26/16 

 5

Mayor King 
Public Hearing for 518 Area Code Changes 
Mayor King issued a reminder that there would be a New York State Public Service Department Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, August 2nd at City Hall from 6-8PM to discuss proposed changes to the 518 Area Code. 
 

Police Chief Marc Porter 
National Night Out Event 
Police Chief Porter advised that the 2nd Annual National Night Out would be held on Tuesday, August 2nd 
from 4-8PM at the Elm Street Farmer’s Market Pavilion.  He noted that participants include: Public Safety 
first responders, officials from Police and Fire agencies, EMS, National Guard and Salvation Army.  The Chief 
noted there would be hot dogs, ice cream donated by Stewarts, bands and a bicycle auction with proceeds to 
benefit the Recreation Commission. 
 

Update on Drone Use  
Police Chief Porter advised that he recently shared webinar training with the Council on the topic of Drone 
aviation.  He noted that previously the Council authorized him to work with Shannon Rose Design and Scott 
Henze from the County Planning Department who were interested in creating a drone video of the downtown 
area for marketing purposes.  Chief Porter advised that he learned that there are Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Regulations that prohibit the City from moving forward with the request and he has 
advised Mr. Henze that the City will not violate those Regulations. 
 

Fourth Ward Councilman Steven Smith 
Grant to aid Code Enforcement with Vacant Buildings 
Councilman Smith referenced a joint press release from the Local Initiatives Support Corporation and NYS 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman regarding a potential grant that would go toward helping communities 
deal with homes abandoned due to foreclosures.  He noted that the funds would come from a settlement with 
banks negotiated by Schneiderman following the housing market collapse and economic recession of the late 
2000s.  He further explained that the release stated that cities, towns and villages are eligible for the grant if 
they have at least 5000 residents and have more than 100 vacant properties with grants ranging in size from 
$75,000 to $350,000 with the City of Gloversville being eligible for approximately $130,000.  Councilman 
Smith stated that the Council Members on the Economic Development and Planning Committee includes 
Councilmen Smith, Simonds and DeSantis and they would apply for the grant funds.  Councilman Smith 
advised that there is a phone conference call to be held on August 2nd at 2PM to obtain information on how to 
apply for the funds.  Councilman Smith recommended using a portion of the funds to hire an Assistant Code 
Enforcement Officer.   
 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he recently met with DPW Director Trumbull, Fire Chief Groff and Code 
Enforcement Officer Myers to discuss the best method to move forward to assist in the implementation of the 
recent Vacant Building Ordinance passed by the Council to address blighted properties.    He noted that the 
Blight Committee Council Members (DeSantis/Simonds/Weiss) have also been involved in the discussions.  
He suggested hiring an additional Clerk/Administrative staff as well as an Assistant Code Enforcement Officer 
to move forward with issuing citations and process serving.  Councilman DeSantis recommended that 
firefighters volunteer on their off time to seek out how best to enforce blight.  He noted that it is fairly 
economical to enforce the regulations; however, a lot of time has gone by where people have not been held 
accountable.   Councilman DeSantis noted that Tolga Morawski of the Mohawk Valley Regional Land Bank 
advised him that Attorney General Schneiderman specifically mentioned Gloversville in a recent meeting and 
recognized our progress in dealing with vacant buildings.  
 

Chief Groff noted that the Fire Department’s Public Safety Secretary is in the process of mailing notification 
of the new Vacant Building Ordinance to property owners. 
 

Both Councilman Smith and DeSantis expressed optimism for progress once the process begins to address the 
City’s many vacant buildings. 
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Councilman-at-Large James Robinson  
Purchase/Lease of a City Vehicle  
Councilman-at-Large Robinson suggested that the DPW Director look into both lease and purchase options of 
a vehicle to be used by City employees.   He noted that for many years we have been utilizing vehicles no 
longer being used by the Police and Water Departments and the City needs to replace the current vehicle due 
to mechanical issues.   
 

All Council Members agreed that $25,000 should be a base number to utilize for the expenditure. 
 
1st Ward Councilwoman Marcia Weiss  
Fire Pits/Outside Burning Permits  
Councilwoman Weiss asked the status of the Council’s opinion on outside burning/fire pit permits. 
 

Mayor King advised that he would like to address the issue with the Fire Department having the ability to 
assess each request on an individual basis for an annual outside burning permit.  He noted Chief Groff will 
provide a copy of the City of Johnstown’s permit to the Council as a reference. 
 

Councilman DeSantis supported the opinion stated during the Public Session at the 06/28/16 Council Meeting 
noting that if a neighboring property owner’s quality of life is affected by outside burning a permit would need 
to be revoked. 
 

On another note, Mayor King stated that the Council/City Attorney are working on an Ordinance to address 
the use of fireworks in the City. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

06/28/16    Council Meeting              
07/12/16    Work Session Meeting 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes of 06/28/16 and 07/12/16; 
seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.                                                                                Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1   
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A UTILITY ENERGY SERVICE 
CONTRACT (UESC) FOR ENERGY SAVING FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS WITH 
NIAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION D/B/A NATIONAL GRID      

Motion made by Councilman Smith; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.                  Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Intro R-2   
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN A CONTRACT WITH CALLANAN 
INDUSTIRES, INC. FOR STREET AND SIDEWALK REPAIRS  

Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.       
                                                                                                                                       Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                  7:18PM             
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:18PM; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.     
                                                                                                                                       Carried 5 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk  


