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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JULY 10, 2018   
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
  

         Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 
 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 
 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 
 Ward 3     - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present 
 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 
 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - absent 
 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 
Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, 
Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 
 
Department Heads Absent:  
 
Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:01PM            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                     MAYOR KING 
 

MAYOR                                  DAYTON J. KING 
 

Mayor King stated that Councilman Zarrelli has a work conflict this evening and cannot attend the meeting.  
 
Mayor King stated that Liberty Affordable Housing has given the city approximately 100 bricks to be used for a 
fundraiser. He added that this could be used to recognize the old high school with donations taken for the Parkhurst 
Field Foundation. Mayor King stated that they do not have to decide tonight but other places have raised money 
by giving someone the actual brick and engraving a mock brick or engraving the actual brick to be placed at a 
memorial site. He added that Parkhurst Field is a huge project that could have lasting results for this city and an 
idea would be to have a memorial at Parkhurst Field for the former high school.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that the epigraph from the old building was taken down before the demolition and will 
be going up in the lobby of the new building on a curved wall with some of the leftover bricks as a monument to 
the old high school. He added that since something is being done to memorialize the former school, he agrees 
with donating the rest to the Parkhurst Field Foundation.  
 
Mayor King stated that they do not need a decision tonight but Council can think about what they would like to 
see done with the bricks and make a formal decision at the next meeting.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the city would need to raise the money first before formally donating.  
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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Mayor King stated that he would prefer donating the bricks to the Parkhurst Field Foundation and letting them 
do what they would like. He added that Dave Karpinski has done fundraisers like this before with other 
organizations and he would prefer donating the bricks instead of having city officials taking it on.   
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that his first thought would also be to memorialize the high school, as well, 
but since that is already being done then he is fine with the donation to Parkhurst.  
 
City Attorney Casale asked if the bricks are waste material with no monetary value. 
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the only value would be sentimental.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated with that being acknowledged, he does not see the donation being a problem.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she finds it odd to give someone something identified as waste and asked if 
Mr. Karpinski would want them. She added that the library considered doing something similar and it was a lot 
of work for almost no gain.  
 
Mayor King stated that he did speak with Mr. Karpinski on this and he is interested and believes he will receive 
roughly $20,000 in donations.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that she purchases bricks in honor of family members at hospitals and believes this 
will be well received.  
 
Mayor King asked if they were all in agreement to donate the bricks to Mr. Karpiniski for the Parkhurst Field 
Organization.  
 
All were in agreement.  
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                                             CHIEF MARC PORTER     
 

Police Chief Porter stated that he sent the quarterly report to Council for review. He added that there are some 
highlights and numbers that stand out and asked if there were any questions.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he is not sure if he should be happy or sad based on the statistics because almost 
all categories are up year after year. He noted that he does not know if he should be happy because the Police 
Department is doing a great job or if he should be sad that crime is up in the city.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that the statistics released from the Department of Criminal Justice indicates that from 
2016 to 2017 the crimes stats have reduced significantly. He added that having extra officers fully trained and on 
the streets, has made them a very active department. Police Chief Porter stated that property crimes are down 
because they are being more visible and being proactive has had a positive impact on the city.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that she does see the increased numbers as a very positive thing.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he hoped the numbers would increase after the new officers were on 
the street and noted that he is very impressed with the great job the Police Department is doing.   
 
Mayor King asked what else could be done to support the Police Department and the efforts they are making.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that they could use some equipment and he would like for Council to look at his most 
recent capital project plan submission on June 21, 2018. He added that he has requested a couple patrol vehicles 
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to replace the aging fleet and this was removed from the 2018 budget to be submitted as a capital project plan. 
Police Chief Porter stated that some of their vehicles have over six figures for mileage and there is a 120-day lead 
time once you order the new vehicle. He added that there is also a piece in the capital project plan to improve 
communication which is a joint venture with the fire department. Police Chief Porter stated that this would also 
be done with the cooperation of the Water Department by using the pending water tower that is to be constructed 
in 2019. He added that he would like to move now on the vehicles to continue the visible presence in the 
community.  
 
Mayor King asked how much he is looking for regarding the new vehicles.  
 
Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the two vehicles would total $95,000.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that he is looking into an SUV to be used as a supervisor vehicle which would cost 
between $35,000 and $38,000 and one police car which would cost between $26,000 and $28,000.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if this is purchased with bonding.  
 
Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that Capital Projects are typically bonded for and earlier this year 
she asked all departments to submit their capital project requests. She noted that the Finance Committee met on 
this previously and she does believe there were questions that they had before moving forward.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that the Finance Committee needs to meet and discuss the capital projects as they 
come up to identify where the money will come from to purchase those items. He added that there are a couple 
outstanding matters that he is concerned about such as the Fire Department issue that could be a big-ticket item 
for the city to take on. Councilman Simonds stated that the Finance Committee needs to meet with Commissioner 
of Finance Weiterschan to identify where the money will come from for the capital project items.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that he would like to be involved with that meeting if possible.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that he would like any department heads to attend that would like to speak about their 
capital projects.  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                               CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he submitted the quarterly report and would like to point out that NQA Kadle is doing 
a great job, his violations are up and he is always out on the streets working on blight issues. He added that NQA 
Kadle is working out well and his connection with the Police Department works to their benefit because they help 
each other out when needed.  
 
Councilman Simonds asked where they stand on bringing in owners for the vacant building project.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that the number fluctuates and NQA Kadle spends a certain amount of time every week 
looking at that.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she is impressed with the job that Building Inspector Myers is doing and 
residents also state that they are impressed.  
 
Mayor King asked if Fire Chief Groff is planning on sending some recruits to the academy this month.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that he is in the process of going through the list and will be sending a couple new recruits 
to the academy due to the two guaranteed retirements.  
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Mayor King stated that nine firefighters are eligible for retirement within the next year.  
 
Councilman Simonds asked if the union has a way of dealing with a significant cut in staff.  
 
Mayor King stated that they would be paying overtime to cover.  
 
Councilman Simonds asked if Fire Chief Groff could hire employees provisionally that have not gone through 
the academy yet to do other tasks other than fighting fires. He noted that this situation must have come up before 
and there may be a bylaw that allows for certain coverages not fire related.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that this is not allowed by the state, he noted that they used to be allowed to hire before 
sending new employees to the academy but that is no longer allowed. Fire Chief Groff stated that his plan is to 
hire new recruits before the pending retirements and get them into the academy this year.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that he agrees with that rationale but if he were ever to find himself overwhelmed 
with retirements, would they have more options. He asked if there are any other plans for that situation or would 
they be pigeonholed into paying overtime.  
 
Mayor King stated that Fire Chief Groff could look into that but the answer is probably no since the academy is 
now required before they start.  
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                                  BRENT WARREN  
 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he submitted his quarterly report and asked if there were any 
questions. No questions were posed. He noted that he met with FMCC today and they will continue their 
relationship of providing rides to and from the college. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that they will 
continue with the contracted price of $50,000 but the runs will be adjusted some this year. He added that all 
numbers are up in the quarterly report and he is happy to see that.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if the number is up specifically for FMCC.  
 
Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that all rides are up except for paratransit which tends to fluctuate.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if he is still doing runs to Amsterdam.  
 
Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that they do four runs a day to Amsterdam but that is a lightly used route. 
He added that Amsterdam is waiting to hear from the Department of Transportation if they can sell their buses 
which he hopes to purchase. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that if he cannot purchase buses from 
Amsterdam then he will need purchase one bus but he does have the funding to cover the cost. He noted that he 
hopes to hear from Amsterdam over the next couple days.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if the funding covers a certain percentage of the cost of the bus.  
 
Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the city would have to pay for 10% of the cost but that is covered in 
his budget. He added that he would like to get authorization from the Department of Transportation to use a 
smaller bus for paratransit because that is generally one or two riders at a time.  
 

DPW                                                                                                                                             DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are very busy patching roads and cleaning up the leaf drop off area at 
this time. He added that the Railtrail exercise equipment has been installed and the updates to the Railtrail are 
almost completed. DPW Director Trumbull stated that the project at Wandel Park is on hold because National 
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Grid needs to install a new pole which is scheduled to happen on July 16th. He added that they will be able to get 
the electric turned back on at the Farmers Market Pavilion at that time, as well. DPW Director Trumbull stated 
that they are also replacing catch basins and are targeting the streets that will be paved this year. He added that 
the bid opening for the street paving project will take place tomorrow to determine the contractor for the project. 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that they have had a lot of sink holes around the city lately and they had a very 
large one on Park Street that took them a while to repair.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if the sink hole was caused by a water main problem.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that it was a sewer line problem where the clay pipe broke. He added that while 
some are quick fixes, sink holes seems to be popping up quite a bit this year. DPW Director Trumbull stated that 
they are also continuing the work of repainting lines in the city and are currently doing Railtrail crossings.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked if they are using the precast risers for the catch basins.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are and that is working out very well.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that they are waiting for National Grid to report to the city about the street light 
conversion. He added that they had a deadline of June 30th to respond and asked DPW Director Trumbull is he 
has heard anything.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that he has not heard from them yet.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that the city wanted to move forward with the street light conversion in January but they 
were forced to wait once the new tariff came out which gave National Grid until June 30th to respond. He added 
that it is now 11 days after that point and have not gotten any response.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that he will contact them.  
 

FINANCE                                                     COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN   
 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she planned on also speaking about the 2018 capital projects 
that Police Chief Porter brought up to get the ball rolling on that. She added that she will work with the Finance 
Committee on scheduling that meeting. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the auditors are in this 
week for the yearly audit and that is going well.  
 
Mayor King stated that department budgets will be due on August 15th, he noted that himself, Councilman-At-
Large DeSantis and Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan will go over the budgets and submit to Council as 
soon as they can for their review.  
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                     JONI DENNIE 
 

City Assessor Dennie stated that the last day residents could file for small claims regarding their assessment 
grievance was June 30th and none were received which is good news. She added that she is playing catch up this 
week after her vacation and a lot of sales have come through. City Assessor Dennie stated that the county is 
getting ready to turn over all the sales from the auction this year and she will be busy recording that information.  
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                            ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Casale stated that he did not have any agenda items to discuss.  
 
 
 



                                                                                                                 Minutes-Work Session Meeting 07/10/18                                                                                         

 6 

CITY CLERK                                                                                                                    JENNIFER MAZUR 
  

City Clerk Mazur stated that she submitted her quarterly report and asked if there were any questions regarding 
that information. No questions were posed. 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Sixth Ward Councilman Wrandy Siarkowski 
A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to schedule a Public Hearing on July 24th for the sale of 14 
Temple Street; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
 
City Attorney Casale asked who they would be selling it to and for how much.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that it would be sold for $1,000 per Assessor Dennie’s figure and it would be sold 
to the owner of 16 Temple Street, MRRR&C LLC of 268 State Highway 30 Mayfield, NY 12117.  
 
Mayor King asked if the owners of 16 Temple Street reside at that address.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski confirmed that they do not but have done a very nice job fixing up 16 Temple Street.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that he will prepare a local law for the next agenda.  

                    Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 
 RESOLUTION TO COVER CERTAIN ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS UNDER THE CITY OF 

GLOVERSVILLE INSURANCE LIABILITY   
Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Simonds 
 
Mayor King asked what the cities involvement is with Neighborhood Watch. 
 
Police Chief Porter stated that they use City Hall for their meeting space and typically the night shift sergeant will 
stop in to the meeting if there is anything they need to speak about.  

        Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-2 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GLOVERSVILLE TRANSIT DEPARTMENT TO 

IMPLEMENT A TITLE VI PLAN  
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds  
 
Mayor King stated that Transit Mobility Manager Warren put this plan together as a state mandate and worked 
very hard on this document.  
 
Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he went through many drafts on this and sent to the Department of 
Transportation for review, it came back with some required changes and eventually they agreed on a final 
document. He added that Bryan Goldberger has signed off on it and once it is passed by resolution, it can be filed 
with the Department of Transportation. 
 
Mayor King stated that page 22 and 23 has the complaint form for anyone who feels discriminated against and 
this document gives the employees a good outlet and policy if needed.  

        Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Demolition Portfolio  
• Street Light Conversion 
• DPW Building 

 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she is not sure if it is fair to ask DPW Director Trumbull to run his department 
while also working on a new building. She added that she is not sure who else would work on it or if he would 
want it taken away but it does seem overwhelming.  
 
Mayor King asked Councilman Smith if the best option is to build new or to revisit previous options that they 
have considered.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that revisiting an existing building is the best way because real estate is so inexpensive 
in Gloversville. He added that purchasing an existing building and renovating would most likely be less expensive 
than building new.  Councilman Smith stated that they would have to suffer some indignities because an existing 
building would not have everything DPW would want and would require maintenance but he believes the best 
option is continuing the hunt for a preexisting building. He added that they should not discard the notion of 
looking at preliminary plans to cost out a new building.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that Assessor Dennie has looked at all properties in the city and they have come 
up empty and it is a big ‘if’ to find an existing building that would meet their needs. She added that the only 
option she sees is the Frontier building and they are not interested in that option and building near transit seems 
to be the best location.  
 
Mayor King stated that he does not disagree with either one but Council would have to determine an amount of 
money that they would allocate to researching what it would cost to build new.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that he discussed building with C.T. Male and the cost would be upwards of five 
million dollars.  
 
Mayor King stated that if they could purchase a building and do the required renovations but not be exactly what 
they wanted for two million dollars less than building, would Council want to move forward with that.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they would but they have been looking into that option for a long time and 
have come up empty so far.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that they discussed the Frontier building a few days ago and were starting to come 
around to the idea of looking at that building. He added that one disadvantage discussed previously was it being 
located in the middle of the downtown area which would be an unsightly location for a DPW building.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that the Frontier building was originally built as a supermarket and the flooring 
would not be sufficient.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that they would need to make the floor thicker and raise the roof and it may work out 
that the price to purchase and the price for renovations would be roughly the same as building new.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked what renovations would be needed to make Balzano Drive work.  
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Councilman Smith stated that the entrance is an issue because you cannot drive directly into the building which 
would be a problem for the trucks.  
 
Mayor King stated that it is also a couple miles away from most of what DPW does on a daily basis.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that they previously discussed the Hussmann’s building which was outside of the 
city and close to the same distance away as Balzano Drive.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that nothing official has been decided yet but it is good that Council is taking an interest 
and looking at buildings that may work.  
 
City Assessor Dennie stated that the owners of the Frontier building want to lease because they paid a lot of 
money for that building. She added that for the owners to recoup their money they would be better off leasing 
versus selling the property but they would also need to put a lot of money into it before they could lease.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that while it was previously an issue to have the vehicles parked outside because of 
it being unsightly, that should not stop Council from looking at that building.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that they should go into an Executive Session to finish this discussion.  
 

• Electrician Job Opening 
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked if there has been any movement on hiring an electrician.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that it has been re-advertised and they have received one applicant that they plan 
to interview.  
 

• Solar Farm Information 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:56PM – 7:52PM 
 

Councilwoman Batchelor made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:56PM to discuss Acquisition of 
Real Property; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss. 
                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis made a Motion to allow City Assessor Dennie, City Attorney Casale, 
Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and DPW Director Trumbull to be present in the Executive Session; 
seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor.  
                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:52PM; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.  
                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                         7:52PM                                                                                                                               
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 7:52PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 
                                                                                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


