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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 2018 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - Vincent DeSantis  - present 
   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 
   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - absent 
   Ward 3 - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present  
   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 
   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 
Mazur, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Maryann Reppenhagen, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief 
Thomas Groff, Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 
 
Department Heads Absent: Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan 
 
Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:02PM.  
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE DEPUTY CLERK                                                                      6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                             
 

SPEAKER                                                                                              ADRIANE BALL 
 

Mayor King stated that Adriane Ball, Local Lyme Disease Advocate was not in attendance.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                          
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding modifications to Chapter 68 of the City Code pertaining to 
Address Registration for Real Property Owners at 6:04pm.  
 
No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:04PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                          
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding modifications to Chapter 170 of the City Code pertaining to 
Housing Standards at 6:04pm.  
 
No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:04PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                          
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding modifications to Chapter 212 of the City Code pertaining to 
Property Maintenance at 6:04pm.  
 
No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:05PM. 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted 
to speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific 
Council member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the 
meeting.  Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 
Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:05PM.  
 
Charles Potter of 82 West Pine Street stated that he would like to start the conversation about holding the 2019 
Railfest. He added that this is a great community involvement event and he has a vested interest as a volunteer 
for Fulton County Positive and because this portion of the city sits in the ward that he represents. Mr. Potter stated 
that he has tried reaching out to the Railfest planning members and would like to work with the City Council to 
organize this event for next year. He added that some of the ideas that he is discussing for the event includes top 
of the line local music, a dog beauty contest and an interactive Amazing Race contest involving the vendors. Mr. 
Potter stated that he would like to apply for the Saratoga Arts grant which he would need to apply this year for 
2019 and is why he is bringing this to the table now. He added that if awarded this grant, up to $5,000 could be 
used for the entertainment. Mr. Potter stated that he would be required to take a grant writing class as part of the 
qualifications and he would be willing to do so. He added that he considers himself a strong community member 
and he would be willing to answer any questions Council had to move forward on this but he does believe the 
grant will require a municipality lead involvement.   
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked if this is a paid in full grant or if the city would have to provide a match.  
 
Mr. Potter stated that it is paid in full but would require him to take a grant writing course if he were the one to 
apply which he is willing to do.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked if he had a list of requirements for the grant.  
 
Mr. Potter stated that he can send that out and it is on the Saratoga Arts website. He added that he has good leads 
for local bands and believes music brings people together. Mr. Potter stated that this could coordinate with what 
Downtown Development Specialist Jennifer Jennings is doing in the city.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she is familiar with the Saratoga Arts grant because of her involvement in 
Micropolis and this is typically awarded to the arts and trying to promote arts. She added that she is not sure if 
Railfest will meet the criteria.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that Joshua Thompson receives funding through this grant for Chamber 
Music at the Chamber.  
 
Mr. Potter stated that he has good references that have used the Saratoga Arts grant to pay for their musical acts.  
 
Mayor King stated that they will discuss this further and reach out to him in the near future. 
 
Brandon Rowback stated that his father owns a building on South Main Street where Twin City Twisters is 
located, he added that this is a cheerleading, tumbling and gymnastics business that sees forty to fifty children a 
night. Mr. Rowback stated that he would like to have a crosswalk put in at this location and Beacon Bubbles, 
located across the street from Twin City Twisters, already has a curb cutout where the crosswalk could be located. 
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He added that at the Placemaking 101 conference it was noted that crosswalks add to the downtown area and this 
would also be a safety improvement for this part of the street. Mr. Rowback stated that while North Main Street 
is the focus right now, there are residents and businesses on South Main Street that would like to see upgrading.  
 
No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:12PM.  
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                       COUNCILWOMAN WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis and Councilwoman Batchelor performed the June 21, 2018 audit covering the 
period of May 17, 2018 through June 21, 2018.The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 
A-General Fund    $    1,478,132.81  
G-Sewer Fund     $       167,660.07 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $           8,550.27 
T – Trust & Agency Fund   $       601,641.73 
TOTAL     $    2,255,984.88 
 
Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 
A-General Fund    $       164,897.80 
G-Sewer Fund     $         35,873.09       
H-Capital Projects Fund              $           2,226.00     
T- Trust & Agency Fund   $                  0.00          
TOTAL     $       202,996.89 
 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to approve the audit; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor.          
                                         Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  
 

Fire Chief Thomas Groff 
Fire Chief Groff stated that he spoke with Councilman-At-Large DeSantis about adding funds into the process 
serving account for the Fire Department. He added that there are a couple things coming up that require fees and 
they have used most of what was budgeted in the account.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that this is a good thing because it means a lot is getting done. He added 
that it costs around $40 for process serving and he believes there is only around $400 let in that account.  
 
Councilman Smith asked what that account had in it to start the year.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that he budgeted for $3,000. 
 
Councilman Smith suggested the account be replenished to $3,000 since that lasted them half of the year.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that a lot of the funds have been used for process serving on vacant buildings and it is hard 
to say what they will use for the remainder of the year.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that some of the process serving requires going to Albany and it would 
make sense to accumulate those and go every other week or so.  
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Fire Chief Groff stated that it costs $75 per ticket to deliver to Albany from an outside service but now NQA 
Kadle can do this which will save money.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked where the money will be transferred from to replenish the account.  
 
Deputy Commissioner of Finance Reppenhagen stated that she would need to look into it and speak with 
Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan when she returns from vacation.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if this would be a transfer inside of the Fire Department’s budget.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that he does not have anywhere to transfer it from at this time.  
 
Mayor King asked how much Fire Chief Groff would like to transfer.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that he would like to bring the account back to $3,000 which will cover the rest of the 
year.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that a resolution is needed for a budget modification.  
 
Mayor King stated that he believes there is somewhere within the Fire Department budget to shuffle around 
$3,000, he noted that they have not gone through their overtime yet and Fire Chief Groff should look at accounts 
that are less than halfway through their budgeted amount.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that he also has two retirements and a possible third happening in the near future. He added 
that one retired suddenly this month and there is one definite retirement in July and another that is most likely 
going to happen in July, as well. Fire Chief Groff stated that the academy starts on July 22, 2018 and that is the 
last academy this year. He added that he would like to get three people into that academy otherwise they will be 
shorthanded. Fire Chief Groff stated that there will be a short overlap between hiring new people for the academy 
and when the retirements take place so he would like to create two temporary positions that would allow them to 
start in the academy and then they can be transferred into the two opened permanent positions created by the 
retirements. Fire Chief Groff stated that there are also three pending retirements for this fall and if they do not get 
recruits into the academy in July then he could be left shorthanded. 
 
Mayor King stated that while this may be unchartered territory for the Fire Department, it is something that the 
Police Department has done before.   
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it makes sense to create the temporary positions because it would only 
be one to two weeks before they can transfer into the permanent positions.  
 
Councilman Smith asked how long they attend the academy for and if they are full-fledged firefighters once they 
graduate.  
 
Fire Chief Groff stated that the academy runs for 11 weeks so they would be out in early October. He added that 
there are some other trainings required inhouse afterwards but they are full time firefighters right out of the 
academy.  
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Mayor King stated that the alternative would be to not create temporary positions and wait until the February 
academy and pay a lot of overtime. He added that a new firefighter list will be coming out soon to aide in Fire 
Chief Groff’s search.  
 
Mayor Dayton J. King  
Mayor King stated that as everyone is aware, 14 Temple Street has been demolished, he noted that there are 
neighbors interested in purchasing that property at this time. Mayor King stated that he spoke with City Attorney 
Casale and they can either go out to bid or negotiate with someone interested in a fair market value. He added 
that he would rather negotiate the sale with a neighbor than go out to bid and potentially sell to someone out of 
town.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if there are multiple neighbors interested.  
 
City Assessor Dennie stated that there are two people who are contiguous to that piece of property that are 
interested in purchasing it, she noted that she has heard that someone else on that road may be interested, as well. 
 
Mayor King stated that they should decide based on the best use of the property instead of the highest dollar 
amount.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the best option may be to split the lot down the middle and sell to the 
two adjoining neighbors.  
 
City Assessor Dennie stated that someone did bring that suggestion to her.  
 
Mayor King stated that the third neighbor that is interested in purchasing the lot is an existing business looking 
for room to expand which may be the best use of the property.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she finds it odd that the city is deciding the best use and who to sell the 
property to, she noted that she doesn’t have a problem with negotiating with the neighbors but would need some 
objective material first.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that it should be put out to bid if they already are aware of three people interested.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that they can go about it either way and the key component is that it is sold for fair 
market value and not given away.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he disagrees with Councilwoman Batchelor because there is a zoning 
ordinance that talks about what the city officials desire for the future of the city and what is best for the 
neighborhood and as the government, they have that prerogative.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if a new business wanted to open on Main Street, could that be denied by the 
city.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that they could if the city owned the property.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that new businesses do go in front of the planning board for approval.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she was not aware that the city owned the property on Temple Street. 
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Councilman Siarkowski asked if the city could have a schedule for improvements on the property, stipulating that 
a certain amount has to be done within a certain time frame.  
 
City Attorney Casale confirmed that they can create contingencies in the contract of sale.   
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if the interested parties could afford the fair market price.  
 
City Assessor Dennie stated that she does not believe that is an issue. She added that in the past they have sold 
pieces or property similar to this for about $1,000, she noted that they may assess for more but this is how they 
have proceeded before. City Assessor Dennie stated that it is rare that they would have multiple people interested 
in purchasing the piece of land.  
 
Mayor King stated that they can gather more information to give Council a more educated decision. He added 
that it can be a little more complex when there are multiple people interested, one being a successful business 
looking to grow their operations and he would lean towards that outcome.   
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked if that lot is zoned for business use.  
 
Mayor King stated that they will look into that but it may be used to expand the parking area.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he believes Temple Street would be zoned as a residential area and 
they have to think about how any changes could affect the value of the homes in that neighborhood.  
 
Mayor King stated that he will get more information and asked City Assessor Dennie to confirm the fair market 
value. He added that they could do a public hearing on selling city owned property and the interested parties could 
speak on what they would use the property for.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that if the city sells it to an interested party, there will be a contract signed and then 
upon the execution of the contract there would be a public hearing. He added that it they decide to go out to bid 
for the sale of the property then they could publish the notice, establishing what criteria they would want in place. 
City Attorney Casale stated that an example would be a requirement that the purchaser be a resident of the city 
and if they do not meet the criteria then they would not be chosen.  
 
Mayor King stated that they should put together a list of criteria that makes sense and go out to bid. 
 
Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 
Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he applied in the beginning of 2017 for 5311 funds through the 
Department of Transportation and they were granted the full amount of around $920,000. He added that this will 
be used to fix up the transit building including a new roof, doors and other building improvements.  
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

05/22/2018       Council Meeting 
06/12/2018       Work Session Meeting 
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that in the May 22nd meeting minutes, a change needed to be made when 
discussing how school district libraries are funded, she added that this should state that they are funded through 
the school district tax base.  
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Motion to amend the May 22, 2018 minutes made by Councilwoman Batchelor; seconded by Councilman-At-
Large DeSantis. 
                                                                                                                           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 
                                                                                                                      Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1 
ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 170-10 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro O-2 
            ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 68 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that an amendment was needed in section 68-3, he noted there is a [1] that 
was carried over, indicating a new section that should be removed.  
 
Motion to amend the ordinance made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis 
                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Motion to consider ordinance two made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman 
Siarkowski 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro O-3 
            ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 212 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that there are a couple amendments needed in this ordinance; in section 
212-8A, the word obnoxious growth should be changed to noxious growth, under section 212-14C, Mercantile 
operations should be changed to No mercantile operations and under section 212-17B and C, the word buildings 
should be amended to parcels in multiple places.  
 
Motion to amend the ordinance made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 
                                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Motion to consider ordinance three made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
Intro R-1 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE TO PROVIDE A FUNDING   
MATCH OF $26,000 TOWARD THE COST OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF A LOCAL 
WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM  

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Smith 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Intro R-2 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO 
AUCTION BICYCLES DURING THE NATIONAL NIGHT OUT  

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski 
 
Mayor King asked Police Chief Porter how many bicycles would be available at the auction this year.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that they still have to do inventory but it will be minimal compared to the first year.  
 
Mayor King stated that National Night Out is a great event and he enjoys doing this every year.  
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
Intro R-3 

RESOLUTION MODIFYING RESOLUTIONS 15-2016, 19-2016 AND 65-2016 
Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
Intro R-4 

RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR THE 2018 STREET PAVING CONTRACT 
Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-5 

RESOLUTION SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR A HUD COMMUNITY       
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

Motion made by Councilman Smith; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-6 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE TO BOND FOR THE UV 
DISINFECTION PROJECT AT THE GLOVERSVILLE-JOHNSTOWN JOINT WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT FACILITY 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 
 
Mayor King stated that City Attorney Casale sent out an email earlier to Council stating that Councilman 
Siarkowski, who is chairman of the sewer board, should not be voting on this matter. He added that 
Councilwoman Weiss recuses herself from voting on issues pertaining to the Gloversville Housing Authority 
because she sits on that board. Mayor King stated that he would like a motion for Councilman Siarkowski to 
recuse himself.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that he disagrees since he is the representative for the city on the board.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that being on both boards makes it a pure conflict for him to be voting.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she agrees with Councilman Siarkowski because serving on the board is 
different than representing the city on a board.  
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City Attorney Casale stated that they have two city councilmembers that sit on boards not operated by the city 
but the city has an interest with those other boards. He added that Councilwoman Weiss’s role on the GHA board 
is no different than Councilman Siarkowski’s on the sewer board.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if the GHA requires that a member of council serve on the board.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that he does not believe it does.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if the sewer board requires that a member of council serve on the board.  
 
Mayor King stated that he does not believe it does.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that in 1962 when this contract was established, the City of Gloversville owned 55% 
and the City of Johnstown owned 45%. He added that the board at the time was comprised of three members from 
Gloversville and two from Johnstown. City Attorney Casale stated that in 1986 that board was changed to be 
equally owned, 50/50 and three representatives from each city on the board. He added that since the board was 
not an even number of members, the mechanism created for a tiebreaker was set up to go in front of a city judge 
in Fulton County which does not make sense to do because a judge is not allowed to sit as an arbitrator. City 
Attorney Casale stated that there are agencies, like the American Arbitrator Association, that would precede over 
arbitrations. He added that the best option would be to have an odd number of members on the board but he does 
not believe any provision was added requiring that a councilmember from either city sit on the board.  
 
Mayor King stated that it does make sense to have a liaison on the board to keep the city up to date with what is 
happening but he does see it as a direct conflict to have that liaison vote on matters pertaining to the sewer board.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that she recuses herself from votes on both the council and the GHA board when 
pertaining to each other.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the intention of having a councilperson sit on the board is for this council to 
become more informed and while he does not know how successful that has been, that was the goal when electing 
to have Councilman Siarkowski as the representative.  
 
Mayor King stated that he does think they have been more informed with Councilman Siarkowski on the board 
and the city does want to bond and this resolution is a semi-funded mandate by the state but Gloversville would 
like to have an equal partner in Johnstown.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that passing the resolution is a separate issue from the conflict issue, he noted that 
council can vote however they wish but he is here to give advice and he sees a conflict with Councilman 
Siarkowski voting.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked what the reasoning would be for him to be excluded from executive sessions.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that it would be the same reasoning, for the conflict presented with him sitting on 
both the City Council and the sewer board. He added that a couple years ago, there was a lawsuit involving a 
property owned by NBT Bank and Council wanted Mayor King to not be included because he was an employee 
of a different branch of NBT. City Attorney Casale stated that he does not participate in executive sessions 
pertaining to Two Great Guys Realty because they own the building where his law firm is located and he does 
not see this being any different.  
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Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she thought it was a requirement that a City Councilmember represent on 
the sewer board but she now understands that is not the case. 
 
Mayor King asked for a motion allowing Councilman Siarkowski to recuse himself.  
 
Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis allowing Councilman Siarkowski to recuse himself; seconded 
by Councilwoman Batchelor. 
                                  Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that there are no stipulations that the bonding has to rotate between the two cities. 
He added that Johnstown currently holds 10 million dollars in bonding and Gloversville currently holds two 
million dollars in bonding which makes sense why this came to Gloversville.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked if that is how it can be expected to work moving forward, based on who has the least 
in bonding.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that there is nothing in writing as to who they have to ask but he would assume 
that is how it would work moving forward.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the last contract was executed in 2005 and they are now operating under an 
expired contract. He added that there have been no meetings between the cities since January of 2016 to try and 
finalize a new agreement. City Attorney Casale stated that numerous provisions need to be addressed in the new 
agreement and Council has to decide when the time is to put some pressure on the City of Johnstown to get a new 
agreement finalized. He added that if it is not now, with this bond resolution, then he does not know when they 
will have another opportunity.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked who specifically has to sit down to finalize a new contract.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that Mayor King and Mayor Jackson are the two that sign the contracts in respect to 
their councils. He added that a law firm was hired by both cities in 2014 and 2015 to condense several agreements 
that existed between 1962 and 2005. City Attorney Casale stated that in 2015 both cities contemplated the 
dismantlement of the joint sewer board and Gloversville ratified that legislation but Johnstown never voted on it 
and there they have sat since. City Attorney Casale stated that he has received no indication from the City of 
Johnstown that they are incentivized to come to a new agreement. He added that another issue is that the financial 
oversight is supposed to rotate every three years between the two cities and in the early 90’s, the mayor of 
Gloversville requested that the City of Johnstown hold on to it for an extra three years and it has remained the 
same since. City Attorney Casale stated that the City of Johnstown has to be incentivized or the reigns will never 
come back to the City of Gloversville, the bond repayments will never happen and a new mechanism will not be 
determined to decide a tiebreaker on an even numbered board. He added that he does not see anything to 
incentivize them other than this Council holding out on passing this bond resolution and they will either approve 
a bond resolution for 2.1 million dollars with the limited information that they have or they will not pass it.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that she does not have an issue with why Gloversville is bonding now that 
Councilman Siarkowski clarified that but she does have an issue with the fact that they are operating out of 
contract.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they need to take issues as they arise on an ad hoc basis because they 
are not under a contract right now. He added that Gloversville owns 50% of this facility and they have a 



                                    Minutes – Common Council Meeting 06/26/18  

11 
 

responsibility to their citizens and believes they are being asked to bond because they are in a stronger financial 
position and they should step up and pass this.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that all the grievances that City Attorney Casale has brought up are accurate but holding 
off on passing this will not address the issues. He added that this needs to be enforced through the sewer board 
and Gloversville trying to force Johnstown to do the right thing by withholding bonding is the wrong way to do 
it.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they cannot find compromise and change through antagonism. She added 
that she would like to vote on this resolution and then talk about approaching an arbitration board.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that the sewer board has to have a vote on all the issues brought up tonight and if there 
is a three to three tie along city lines then they would have to go to arbitration per the most recent contract.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that he could see this going in favor of the City of Gloversville based on the 
demographics of the board at this time.  
 
Councilman Zarrelli stated that the City of Gloversville owns 50% of the facility and withholding bonding is not 
the correct way to approach this issue because they will be affected by any penalties reflected back.  
 
Mayor King stated that they can vote to pass the resolution and move forward but at what point do they hold 
Johnstown accountable for the many issues discussed tonight.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he does not believe the City of Gloversville holds them accountable because the 
sewer board should be doing so.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if they could vote on the resolution now and then discuss how to approach the 
sewer board and with what information.  
 
Mayor King stated that it has been a year of him trying to handle this issue both privately and publicly.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if he has talked to the sewer board specifically.  
 
Mayor King stated that he has asked Councilman Siarkowski, the chairman of the sewer board, to do what they 
have to do to get Johnstown to comply.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that Council can pass this resolution but once this is ratified then the only piece of 
leverage they have is gone.  
   
Roll Call Vote:  
Voting Aye: Councilman-At-Large DeSantis, Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Weiss, Councilman Zarrelli, 
Councilwoman Batchelor  
Voting Nay:  
Recused: Councilman Siarkowski 
Absent: Councilman Simonds 
                                                                                                                               Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Councilwoman Weiss asked Councilman Siarkowski if he was willing to present their concerns to the sewer 
board.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that he would present the concerns addressed today at the next board meeting.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that they should present a written communication of all issues brought up this evening 
to the sewer board.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that the sewer board could vote on each item individually and any that are 
stalemates can go to arbitration.  
 
Mayor King stated that he is willing to meet any time with Johnstown or the sewer board to get this matter resolved 
but he has been met with only resistance from the City of Johnstown.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if the sewer board can mandate that the two cities meet to resolve the contract.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the sewer board has the authority to do a number of things that they have not 
done. He added that he sent an email to the attorney of the sewer board regarding the bond repayments that have 
not been made from the City of Johnstown and the attorney only responded that the sewer board has not authorized 
him to take any action on the matter. City Attorney Casale stated that the revenue that comes in from sewer rents 
is supposed to first be dedicated to bond repayments but to his knowledge the sewer board does not have an 
accounting as to what Johnstown holds for bond repayments which presents its own set of troubles.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that the power and leverage resides with the sewer board and the issues should be 
resolved at their level. He added that the sewer board should mandate that the two cities meet to get back on track 
and then move on to the arbitration level if needed.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that they should first vote on all matters addressed today, she noted that Councilman 
Siarkowski seemed encouraged about approaching them so she will remain optimistic.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the contract states that it goes before a Fulton County judge in the case of a tie 
and that cannot be enforced.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they should first see how the vote goes and then move on from there.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that as a measure of last resort the City of Gloversville could file a lawsuit against 
the City of Johnstown.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that they can discuss this further at the next Council meeting before he attends the 
July sewer board meeting to address their concerns.  
 
Mayor King stated that they will work on putting a list together for Councilman Siarkowski to bring with him to 
the next sewer board meeting. 
 
City Attorney Casale stated that he will prepare the written correspondence.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Demolition Portfolio  
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• Street Light Conversion 
• DPW Building 

 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that there is nothing that fits their needs within the City to lease for a new building. 
He added that he spoke with Fred Olbrych and he is not interested in leasing the Hausmann building.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if DPW Director Trumbull has thought anymore about the building within 
the industrial park.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that it is too far out of the city, he noted that they may be able to work with it for 
a three-year lease but he did write it off as a purchase because it is too far to travel.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it would get them out of the space that they are in now and would be 
workable for a couple years while they work on a permanent solution.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked which building they were discussing.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis confirmed the address as 125 Balzano Drive.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that modifications would be needed on that building even to lease.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that a couple hundred thousand dollars would be needed to make it usable. He added 
that any temporary alternatives will have disadvantages but they should pick the one with the best temporary 
solution and he believes that is Balzano Drive.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that having to put money into the building just to lease isn’t ideal.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they may want to look into building now since they are going around and 
around on finding a temporary location. She asked where DPW Director Trumbull would want to build.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that he would like to build where the transit department is located.  
 
Mayor King stated that they just passed a bond tonight for 2.1 million dollars and another 2 million dollars would 
roughly be needed for this project. He added that it is a priority but they may need to live with something that is 
not perfect. He added that if they like 80%, can fix 10% and can live with 10% then they should move forward.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that the options they have discussed are all on the perimeter of the city and while 
one is not better than the other as far as the location is concerned, the Balzano Drive building is a bargain 
compared to the others.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss if he was discussing leasing or purchasing Balzano Drive.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski confirmed that this would be to purchase it.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that every day operations would be in and out of the city at Balzano Drive. He 
noted that it would take a half hour just to run back to retrieve a shovel while working on a job.  
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Councilman Siarkowski asked why they discussed the Hausmann building because that is just as far out of the 
city.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that they were looking into any options they could find.  
 
Mayor King stated that they could start the plan to build immediately instead of waiting to find a lease first.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that if they start now they could have something completed in about a year.  
 

• Electrician Job Opening 
 
Mayor King asked if there were any updates on hiring an electrician.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that he went to Civil Service to eliminate the IT job duties but he was told not to 
do so. He added that they will be advertising again for the position.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if he was able to change the salary.  
 
Mayor King stated that CSEA did not authorize them to do so.  
 

• Solar Farm Information 
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that they have received five interested candidates so far.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Fifth Ward Councilman Jay Zarrelli  
Councilman Zarrelli stated that he would like Council to work as a group to come up with a location for the splash 
park that they have been discussing. He added that they can then figure out a size and send it out for an RFP. 
Councilman Zarrelli stated that he estimates keeping the cost around $125,000 for the project and will have to 
select a design based on that budget.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he looked into this some and the ballpark for a small splash park is between $65,000 
and $100,000 so they may be looking at a smaller size.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they could put it out to the public for location suggestions.  
 
Mayor King asked if the grant matches funding. 
 
Councilman Zarrelli stated that the parks and recreation grant is a 50/50 match and he would like to use some of 
the funds in the recreation budget.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that depending on the location it may fall into the LWRP funding.  
 
City Attorney Casale asked if the splash parks are custom fitted.  
 
Councilman Zarrelli confirmed that they are and there is equipment for all different age ranges.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that once that water piping is put in then they can make the park any size they choose.  
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Councilman-At-Large Vincent DeSantis 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he will be appearing before the committee that selects the DRI winner 
and of the things they are looking for is if the city has the administration capacity to handle the 10-million-dollar 
grant. He added that they do have Jennifer Jennings, the Downtown Development Specialist, who has done an 
amazing job in her position. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he believes Council should commit to 
expanding that office in the event that they are selected as the winner because they will need someone in that 
capacity and it will also help with the presentation.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that Nick Zabawsky informed them that they are looking for the municipalities to have 
a local full-time administrator to take on the grant. He added that Gloversville is a step ahead with having a DDS 
compared to other municipalities. Councilman Smith stated that Mr. Zabawsky suggested the city take more 
responsibility for her office, he noted that her position ends on January 1, 2020 and they are concerned that this 
will not be strong enough to win the case.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked when the presentation is taking place.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it is on July 5th and there will not be another Council meeting before 
that time.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that they will be making a case that Gloversville has the best solution for spending the 
ten million dollars.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked if this would be contingent on receiving the grant.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he is correct and it would be a vote to not only fund but to expand that 
office.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the memorandum of understanding between the City of Gloversville and CRG 
currently states that the city will contribute “X” amount of dollars up to three years so the city is not mandated to 
fund that position in 2019. He added that if they want to make her position more iron clad, to start with 2019 since 
that year is not mandated yet.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he asked Ms. Jennings to do a quick estimate for a budget, he noted that for herself, 
a part time, 20 hour a week, assistant and the overhead expenses it would be roughly $130,000. Councilman Smith 
stated that he would expect and hope that some of the other organizations funding her position now would 
contribute past the three years.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that Council can make a motion authorizing Mayor King to enter into a memorandum 
of understanding with the CRG for the Downtown Development Specialist position for up to five years and up to 
$130,000 for each of those years if the City of Gloversville wins the DRI.  
 
Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Smith. 
                     Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           7:35PM – 8:14PM                                                                    
 

Councilwoman Weiss made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 7:35PM regarding Employment History 
of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis. 
                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Councilwoman Weiss made a Motion allowing City Attorney Casale to be present in the Executive Session; 
seconded by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis. 

                    Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 8:14PM; seconded by Councilman 
Zarrelli. 
                              Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                 8:14PM 
 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 8:14PM; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 
                                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


