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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2018 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - Vincent DeSantis  - present 
   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 
   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
   Ward 3 - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present  
   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 
   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - absent 
   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Attorney Anthony Casale, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, 
Deputy City Clerk Kristy Kemmet, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Marc 
Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 
 
Department Heads Absent: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Clerk Jennifer Mazur 
 
Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:04PM.  
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE DEPUTY CLERK                                                                      6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                             
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                            DAVID KARPINSKI 
 

Mayor King introduced David Karpinski, Ron Peters and Mike Hauser who would be discussing the Parkhurst 
Field Foundation.  
 
Mr. Peters, President of the Fulton County Center for Regional Growth, stated that the Parkhurst Foundation is 
the best economic development project that the City of Gloversville will have over the next three to five years 
and will be a huge driving force for the city and economy. He added that a $500,000 grant was awarded to this 
project from a Consolidating Funding Application and this is looking at attracting a major amount of people into 
the City.  
 
Mr. Karpinski stated that he wanted to bring everyone up to speed as to what was accomplished over the past 18 
months since the economic development grant was awarded for this project. He noted that the entire volunteer 
board has been established, they secured a home office in downtown Gloversville thanks to Scott Hohenforst, 
created a development plan and case study, started a campaign brochure, developed pledge cards and started a 
direct mail campaign which consists of 10,000 names locally and 40,000 names in the capital region. Mr. 
Karpinski stated that they held the vintage game last year which raised around $50,000 to help fund the beginning 
stages of the project. He added that they also participated in a lot of events last year including National Night Out, 
the Southern Adirondack Wine and Food Festival and Railfest which made a generous donation of $4,000 to the 
park. Mr. Karpinski stated that next week he is scheduled to get on a national stage at the Baseball Hall of Fame 
to present Parkhurst Foundations story at the National Symposium. He added that the fundraising initiative is 
ongoing with hundreds of donors mostly from the local community, he noted that there have been initial 
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conversations with major donors into the six figure numbers. Mr. Karpinski stated that they have officially 
trademarked Parkhurst Field and Parkhurst Field Collection, with a pending application to trademark Legends 
Park, so no one else can use the names. He added that a land survey has been completed, as well as a phase 1 
environmental study, archeological survey and wetlands survey. Mr. Karpinski stated that they are working with 
a lighting design team for future plans and CT Male has begun drafting the site plans. He added that they are 
hoping to be in front of the planning board in the next 60 to 90 days, he noted that they are at a critical point in 
the development of the park and are very encouraged by the progress made thus far. Mr. Karpinski stated that it 
was announced today that Parkhurst Field has signed a long-term lease agreement with the Gloversville Little 
League so there will be use of this park from July tenth through Labor Day every year. He added that it is their 
ultimate goal that local children will be able to play at their park for free based on the revenue that it brings in. 
Mr. Karpinski stated that the reason he is present tonight is to ask the Council to consider a change to the pre-
existing deed. He added that in 2013, when the process began of preserving Parkhurst Field, they noticed that 
little league activities were taking place on city owned land and at which time Gloversville Little League 
purchased that land from the city for $2,500. Mr. Karpinski stated that the Council presiding at that time requested 
that a revert back clause was added into the deed, meaning that if the land was not being used for baseball or little 
league purposes for a period of time then the piece of land would revert back to city ownership. He added that as 
they plan the development and look at the layout of the park which includes three new fields, part of what they 
will develop will be susceptible to the revert back clause. Mr. Karpinski stated that it is their preference that they 
do not invest 2.5 million dollars while running the risk of having some of the park revert back to city ownership. 
He added that he would like the Council to consider rescinding that specific clause from 2013 so they can have a 
clean deed before approaching the planning board.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he is impressed with the diligence of this project and asked why the administration 
at the time created the revert back clause. 
 
Mr. Karpinski stated that he believes the Council at the time was being conservative while doing the assessment 
of $2,500 since there was no commercial value based on the size but they also wanted to keep their options open 
since no one knew at the time what the future would hold for Parkhurst Field.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that the city attorney at the time was probably being precautious but now that there 
is a monetary investment of this magnitude, he believes this does justify consideration.  
 
Mr. Karpinski stated that there are two parcels, one on Harrison Street where the fence line meets Industrial 
Parkway and the other is currently the softball field that was built in 1992. He added that they approached Council 
in 2013 in the interest of goodwill when they noticed that they had been playing on city owned land. Mr. Karpinski 
stated that looking at the future layout of the park, there will be three fields that encroach on city land and they 
would prefer to not develop on something that could be misconstrued as to its use.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if both parcels have the revert back clause in place.  
 
Mr. Karpinski stated that both parcels were combined in the existing deed as one sale and one transaction meaning 
that both do have the revert back clause in place.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it would be beneficial to remove the clause with the potential that this 
project has.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that Council could pass a motion removing the clause from the two parcels and he 
would then be able to file a corrective deed.  
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Motion made by Councilman Smith to remove the revert back clause pertaining to Parkhurst Field; seconded by 
Councilman Siarkowski. 
                                              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Mr. Karpinski thanked Council for their time and stated that they could visit www.parkhurstfield.org or go to 
their Facebook page to become a donor.  
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted 
to speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific 
Council member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the 
meeting.  Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 
Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:20PM.  
 
No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:20PM.  
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                       COUNCILWOMAN WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis and Councilwoman Weiss performed the May 17, 2018 Audit covering the period 
of April 19, 2018 through May 17, 2018. The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 
A-General Fund    $    1,405,549.87  
G-Sewer Fund     $         40,953.29 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $              599.99  
T – Trust & Agency Fund   $       530,680.65 
TOTAL     $    1,977,783.80 
 
Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 
A-General Fund    $       128,649.84 
G-Sewer Fund     $         14,276.35       
H-Capital Projects Fund              $                  0.00     
T- Trust & Agency Fund   $                  0.00          
TOTAL     $       142,926.19 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          
                                         Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  
 

Mayor Dayton J. King 
Mayor King stated that Councilman Zarrelli has been excused from the Council meeting this evening because of 
a work commitment. He noted that Councilman Zarrelli planned to discuss building a spray park in the city, as 
noted on the agenda and Councilman Zarrelli will now be discussing this at the June work session. Mayor King 
stated that there is some money in the recreation budget and grant opportunities are also available for this type of 
project. He added that he would like to see something like this happen in the city.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he does recall Councilman Zarrelli discussing this previously and he believes it is 
a great idea. He added that Littauer Pool was a problem because of maintenance costs and other expenses that go 
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along with having a city pool but a spray park would be much cheaper and a nice way to clean up the area where 
the pool was located.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked where it would be located.  
 
Mayor King stated that it is not something that has been discussed and there are a few options, he noted that 
Darling Field would be a great place for a spray park.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked what a spray park is.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that it is basically a nonskid, sloped floor with jets that spray water out of the ground 
and typically has music playing for children.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it is a lot less expensive, safer and more sanitary than a pool.  
 
Mayor King stated that they will discuss further at the next Council meeting.  
 
City Attorney Anthony Casale 
City Attorney Casale stated that 46 Burr Street is in the process of going in tax foreclosure but is not yet owned 
by the county. He added that there is a portion of this building that needs to be taken down and the owner granted 
permission for the city to do so. City Attorney Casale stated that Building Inspector Brandon Myers has been in 
touch with the county and the demolition team is willing to do the work on the cities behalf but they require a 
hold harmless agreement between the county and city. He added that he has prepared the document and requests 
a motion authorizing the mayor to sign the agreement which would allow the county demolition team to begin 
the work.  
 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds approving the execution of the hold harmless agreement; seconded by 
Councilwoman Batchelor.  
                                              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Councilman-At-Large Vincent DeSantis 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he has been working on extensive updates to the building and code 
enforcement portions of the Gloversville City Code, he noted that hard copies were given to all Councilmembers 
as well as emailed for their review. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he met with City Attorney Casale, 
Mayor King and Police Chief Porter to review the changes and there will be further updates to what they have 
received most recently. He added that he will get a final version to the Councilmembers as soon as possible for 
their review and possibly schedule a public hearing at the June work session.  
 
Councilman Simonds asked if the draft they received this evening was the majority of the changes.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that there will be some minor changes based on his last meeting, he noted 
that the red font shows new wording being added, black font is wording that already exists with no changes 
proposed and the light gray is what will potentially be removed.  
 
Second Ward Councilman Arthur Simonds 
Councilman Simonds stated that Police Chief Porter would be putting a proposal together for potentially adding 
two cameras at Wohlfarth’s Pond. He added that the price does not seem too unreasonable especially considering 
the complaints from residents regarding after hours activities that seem to take place within the park. Councilman 
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Simonds stated that he would like to see the cameras added within Wohlfarth’s pond at some point to hopefully 
keep people out of the park while it is closed and to also keep an eye on what is happening.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that the quote Councilman Simonds is referencing was received just this afternoon and 
he did forward to Council for their review.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she is not convinced that the cameras are particularly effective because you 
cannot necessarily see what is going on.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that it may not be an optimal solution but it is a start and a much less expensive option 
and a quicker option with summer approaching. He added that he met with the vendor and City Electrician Jim 
Walsh at the site where the vendor did an assessment and made recommendations.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if he believes the cameras are effective.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that it is a positive step to take as cameras can act as a deterrent. He added that the 
Police Department has had a lot of success with the cameras they have installed so far and this should help with 
the complaints that Councilman Simonds has been receiving.  
 
Councilman Simonds asked if they would have to contract out or if DPW could put signs in the parks stating that 
cameras are in use.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that DPW could order the signs and hang them up.  
 
Mayor King asked what the cost of the two cameras was and how long it would take to have them installed.  
 
Police Chief Porter stated that the quote is for $3,639.90 and could be installed quickly once the purchase order 
is submitted.  
 
Mayor King stated that he believes this is money well spent and more than that is spent every time DPW goes out 
salting, he added that this could deter and catch criminals after the fact and he is in favor of this.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that he believes it is necessary but staying with the principal of finding the money to 
purchase the cameras is the main aspect to consider.   
 
Councilman Smith stated that they discussed last year considering low priority items that could be substituted for 
things that came up throughout the year and this would be a good example where that could be used.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that he has not had a chance to talk with Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan about 
this yet but he wanted to put it on the table at tonight’s meeting. He added that he will discuss it in more detail to 
find where the funds will come from for this project and will get back to Council.  
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

04/24/2018       Council Meeting 
05/08/2018       Work Session Meeting 
 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 
                                                                                                                      Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

City Attorney Anthony Casale  
City Attorney Casale asked if there have been any updates regarding the bond repayments owed by the City of 
Johnstown.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that the board has been told that Johnstown is busy with arbitration at this time 
and are still working on the payments due to the sewer board.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that they are coming up on the one-year anniversary of the face-to-face meeting 
between Gloversville and Johnstown regarding this issue and the debt is still unpaid.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that Johnstown has asked the sewer board for more information and have indicated 
that they are working on settling the debt. 
 
City Attorney Casale stated that while Gloversville’s representatives may not agree all the time, their businesses 
are in order. He added that it is a scary time in Johnstown right now between the bond repayments, the lack of 
transparency with the general fund and everything going on with the school district currently.  
 
Mayor King asked if they should take any formal action at this point because they are co-owners with Johnstown 
on the sewer plant.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked what options they had.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the sewer board itself needs to take the lead on this and he believes 
they are doing their part.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that he agrees that the pressure needs to come from the board.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that supporting the board is all they can do at this time.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that at the last sewer board meeting they were informed that the City of Johnstown 
is currently busy with labor agreement arbitration. He added that the 1969 agreement between the two cities states 
that the C.F.O. should change every three years but it has not in many years.  
 
City Attorney Casale stated that he was in High School the last time a change happened. He added that the most 
disturbing part to him is that all the questions come from the City Officials in Gloversville and it seems that the 
public is not aware of what is going on in Johnstown. City Attorney Casale stated that he hopes the citizens wake 
up sooner rather than later and see what is going on at Johnstown City Hall.  
 
Mayor King stated that he has been discussing consolidation options for years to save taxpayers money and the 
City of Johnstown budgets about $275,000 per year for their library. He asked if only Gloversville residents can 
use the Gloversville library. 
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that other residents can use the Gloversville library and they do. She added that 
each library is chartered through the state and have certain geographic definitions of service areas. She added that 
the point is to have community libraries, similar to community schools.  
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Mayor King stated that there used to be a Gloversville YMCA and a Johnstown YMCA and if they could tax for 
revenue then both would probably still exist but since they cannot they decided that it was best for them to 
consolidate into the Fulton County YMCA. He asked about the libraries in Fulton County doing something 
similar.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that the trustees of the Gloversville library met with Johnstown and they 
discussed having a regional library system, they would each have their own independence but would share 
resources. She added that Johnstown decided that they did not want to do so.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked the difference between the two types of libraries, city funded versus school district 
funded.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that a school district library is funded through the school district tax base and the 
patron base is the same as the school districts geography. She added that Johnstown is currently a free library 
which means the city funds the library.  
 
Mayor King asked if the Johnstown voters decide to make the switch to a school district library, will it indefinitely 
be funded through this method.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that it could be changed through a vote as long as they have a reason as to why 
it needs to be changed.  
 
Mayor King stated that he appreciates Councilwoman Batchelor’s knowledge on this subject but it would make 
sense to him to have one library in Fulton County similar to Schenectady.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that Schenectady is a regional library which has several branches and each library 
has their own funding. She added that some school districts have done away with the libraries making the 
community libraries even more important.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Demolition Portfolio  
• Street Light Conversion 

 
Mayor King stated that he received an email from Mayor Spaeth of Northville who would like to get together 
regarding street light conversions. He asked Councilman Smith and DPW Director Trumbull to get together on 
this and even though Gloversville is probably farther ahead than Northville at this time, it would be great to shine 
a light on this process for him.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that Stratford’s supervisor would be interested in attending this meeting, as well.  
 
Mayor King stated that he would also like to include Cynthia Breh of Oppenheim in the meeting. He added that 
he would like to schedule a meeting for next week and have the municipalities work together on this.  
 

• DPW Building 
• Electrician Job Opening 
• LWRP Proposals 
• Solar Farm Information 
• Camera and Lighting at Transit Lot 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:45PM – 8:11PM                                                                    
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:45PM regarding Pending Litigation; 
seconded by Councilman Simonds. 
                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan, 
Fire Chief Groff and Labor Attorney Goldberger to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds. 

                    Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Fire Chief Groff left the Executive Session at 7:40PM.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 8:11PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds. 
                              Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

MAYOR                 DAYTON J. KING 
 

Mayor King called the public meeting back to order at 8:12PM. 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 
 RESOLUTION SETTING COMPENSATION FOR THE CITY CLERK, DEPUTY CITY 

CLERK, ASSESSOR AND DPW DIRECTOR 
Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 
 
Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss to amend Assessors salary to $51,497; seconded by Councilwoman 
Batchelor 
                                    Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Motion to consider Resolution 1 
                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-2 
 RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH KADLE BY THE MAYOR TO 

NEIGHBORHOOD QUALITY ADMINISTRATOR  
Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 
                                                                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                 8:16PM 
 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 8:16PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 
                                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


