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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2016 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 
 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 
 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 
 Ward 3     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 
 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 
 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief 
Thomas Groff, Police Chief Marc Porter     
 

Department Heads Absent: Finance Commissioner Bruce Van Genderen, Transit Manager William Walrath 
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                               7 PRESENT  
 

Councilman Zarrelli entered the meeting at 6:15PM. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                   MAYOR KING 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                                   ELLEN WOOD 
 

Ellen Wood, former City Recreation Commission President and a previous Gloversville High School tennis 
coach addressed the Council regarding the condition of the tennis courts at Darling Field.  She stated that the 
courts were originally made of clay and were converted to asphalt in the late 50’s or early 60’s  She noted that 
they represent a capital investment and asset for the City and added that they should be maintained before that 
asset is lost.  She noted that eight photos were e-mailed to the Council Members, Mayor and DPW Director 
which showed deterioration that without badly needed repairs and resurfacing were unlikely to hold up for 
very much longer.  She noted that the paint is worn away, the surface coating is eroding which has led to the 
asphalt being exposed with major cracks which have weeds growing from them and the net posts needing 
repair.  Mrs. Wood said that an independent estimate in the amount of $30,000 for repairs was obtained in 
2011 via a Long Island company; however, the Council at that time opted not to move forward with repairs. 
She stated that she was aware of a likely anonymous donation if the City agreed to do the tennis court 
improvements this year and suggested a RFP be put out to seek a current assessment of necessary repairs. 
 
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated the Council would need to review the budget to see what funds were available.  
 
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion for DPW to develop a scope of work needed and to put out an RFP to 
assess the cost to repair the courts; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.                      Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Mayor King stated that repairs to the tennis courts would be well worth the investment as a one-time upfront 
expense that could last perhaps for many generations.   He asked Mrs. Wood to work with DPW Director 
Trumbull to provide information to be included in the RFP. 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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SPEAKER                                                                                                               WILLIAM VAN GORDER 
 

Mayor King noted that William Van Gorder, Account Executive at MANG was not able to attend the meeting 
and would reschedule at a meeting in the near future to discuss the City’s liability insurance renewal. 
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                      TIMOTHY MATTICE 
 

Mayor King noted that Timothy Mattice was not able to attend the meeting and would reschedule at a meeting 
in the near future to discuss the Burr Street Redevelopment Project and Land Banks.  
 

SPEAKER                                                                                                                  DR. GREGORY YOUNG 
 

Mayor King introduced Fifth Ward Supervisor Gregory Young and congratulated him on the recent 
completion of his PhD accreditation. 
 

Supervisor Young updated the Council on points of interest being worked on by the Fulton County Board of 
Supervisors.    He noted that Operation Green Scene demolition projects are moving forward with additional 
sites being assessed.  He noted that the BOS had recently voted to reinstate the Sheriff’s boat patrol.  Dr. 
Young advised the Council that the BOS had opted not to support the Mohawk Valley Economic 
Development District’s (MVEDD) Keep Mohawk Valley Beautiful Land Bank. 
 

City Attorney Casale asked why they opted not to offer their support. 
 

Supervisor Young noted that there were concerns of past affiliations with six-County Agreements on how 
funding was distributed and decisions were made. 
 

Mayor King and all Council Members thanked Supervisor Young for providing the information. 
  

SPEAKER                                                                                                        CHRISTOPHER SATTERLEE 
 

Christopher Satterlee, Gloversville Water Department Superintendent, updated the Council on a spring/2017 
extensive project.  He noted that the City is required to have 24 hours’ worth of backup water in a storage 
tower for City use and a new state Department of Health requirement no longer allows open-air storage tanks 
as we now have on Eagle Street.  He advised that a $5M bond is being processed by the Commissioner of 
Finance for Council approval and added that the Water Department will solely repay the bond debt with 
$3.6M of that amount being expected in grand funding.   Mr. Satterlee stated that the City sells about 2 million 
gallons of water daily and the new tank would hold 2.5 million gallons to meet any additional water needs.   
He noted the department looked into moving the tank closer to the Wal-Mart Supercenter; however, decided to 
keep it at the Eagle Street location to save an approximate $3M.  Mr. Satterlee advised that replacement of 
undersized/aging water infrastructure on Kingsboro Avenue as well as connecting two dead-end lines on Eagle 
and Wells streets would improve flow in the area; noting an easement to do the work would be required.   
 

Councilman Simonds asked what the projected time for the project completion was and how traffic would be 
handled at the busy area of South Kingsboro Avenue and Route 30A. 
 

The Superintendent estimated that the project would take approximately 4-5 months to complete with any 
traffic delays being handled as efficiently as possible. 
 

Mayor King noted that this is another example of an unfunded mandate from the state.  He asked Mr. Satterlee 
what would be done with the old tank once it is removed. 
 

Mr. Satterlee advised that the tank will be scrapped for salvage and is figured into the cost of the project. 
 

City Attorney Casale noted that a Bond Resolution would be brought to the 05/24/16 Council meeting. 
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MAYOR                                                                                                                                     DAYTON KING             
 

Cat Sanctuary 
Mayor King noted that there is an article in today’s Leader-Herald addressing the City’s denial to issue a 
permit for Michelle Lautman’s cat sanctuary on Bleecker Street.    He noted that Ms. Lautman will have a 
meeting with the Code Enforcement Officer to discuss why this use of a building does not fit into 
Gloversville’s currently written code.  He noted that the City’s Health Inspector, Dr. Cope, advised that a 
permit should not be issued based on his inspection of the premises.  
 

Monolithic/Stamped Concrete Sidewalk Request 
Mayor King advised that City resident Victor Trippodo of Oakland Avenue reached out to Councilman 
DeSantis regarding a specific type of sidewalk.   
 

Councilman DeSantis explained that Mr. Trippodo wishes to have installed a monolithic sidewalk, which is 
when the curb and sidewalk are poured together in the same mold and there is not a grass terrace.  He noted 
that Mr. Trippodo will utilize a stamped concrete brick pattern and that he did not see any reason to oppose it. 
 

Mayor King noted that it is good to see when homeowners renovate their property which ultimately enhances 
the neighborhood. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski noted that it may encourage others in the neighborhood to improve their properties. 
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated he was opposed to the sidewalk as it would not fit the aesthetics of the area. 
 

Councilman DeSantis stated who are we to tell a homeowner how to renovate their property; adding that some 
in the City have plants on their terrace space and some people choose to blacktop their sidewalk instead of 
using concrete.   
 

Councilman Simonds concurred that it is not uncommon to see various kinds of sidewalks and terraces. 
 

No other Council members expressed concerns with the request Mr. Trippodo made for a monolithic sidewalk. 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Councilwoman Marcia Weiss/Ward 1 
City Website  
Councilwoman Weiss distributed literature to Council Members that provided an update from web site 
designer Elizabeth “Betsy” Emery.  It was noted that all department heads have met with Ms. Emery to 
enhance their section of the City’s website.  She noted the following: 
-A”Search” feature was added to all pages to assist the viewer 
-Assessor’s page has updated links to more current information such as the STAR Program 
-Building Inspector’s page had draft zoning information and multiple pdf forms added 
-City Clerk’s page redesigned and multiple pdf forms added 
-Common Council page photo updated and Committees and Ward Map were updated 
-Finance Department updated City Budget Reports  
-Fire Department updated contact info. & adding educational videos/information-public safety announcements 
-Planning Board page updated members, updated zoning map and added a place for minutes to be posted 
-Police page added a new mission statement, embedded Facebook news feed, added links for public review 
-Public Works updated information on garbage collection and leaf pick up schedule and drop off sites 
-Recreation page added their Facebook news feed information, pdf forms and minutes section added 
-Zoning Board of Appeals page updated members, zoning map, rules of procedure and minutes section added 
 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she was pleased with the updated City website information which has seen 
an increased number of visits to the site noting 24,000 in March/2016 and 29,000 in April/2016. 
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Councilman Vincent DeSantis/Ward 3 
$10M MVEDD Downtown Revitalization Initiative Grant 
Councilman DeSantis reported that the Committee working on the opportunity to receive the $10M Mohawk 
Valley Economic Development District’s Downtown Revitalization Initiative Grant is working diligently to 
prepare the most comprehensive application to be submitted by May 23rd.  He noted that Darrin Romeyn has 
developed a video to enhance the City’s 2016 Downtown Development Plan and advised it was shown at the 
recent NYS Innovative Urban Communities Network Symposium at the Glove Theater.    He advised that the 
MVEDD Committee will review the applications received from the six cities and create a short list to narrow 
down the potential winner of the $10M; adding that the City may be able to make a presentation to expound 
upon our revitalization vision and that is when the video may be used.  
 

Downtown Development Plan/2016 Video 
The twenty minute video, narrated by Councilman Vincent DeSantis was shown at the meeting.  The video 
featured proposed projects that are planned by both the City and private investors.  The video started at the 
Harrison Street corridor and moved to South Main Street where streetscape improvements including new 
curbing, sidewalks and trees would occur.  The Main and Fulton Street four corners were depicted with an 
improved parking and lawn area that could be utilized to show movies or hold events.  Castiglione Park on 
North Main Street was shown as a redesigned area that would meet the Market Square on Elm Street.  Lawn 
improvements at the Estee Commons would enhance the on-site Littauer monument.  A skate park was shown 
on the corner of Bleecker and Church streets.  The video showed City Hall and Trail Station Park connected to 
the Market Square by a walkable corridor with the narrator declaring “all of these projects will create a 
thriving, highly walkable downtown full of interesting places and events”.  Private investment projects 
included: The Gloversville Housing and Neighborhood Improvements Corporations Burr Street Project which 
projected selective demolition and new construction to design/create a new high-quality neighborhood with 
ample greenspace.  A plan for the Pinebrook Golf Course visualized a housing development overlooking the 
greens on South Main Street.  The former City National Bank on North Main Street referenced revitalization 
to include high-end residential space, professional offices and a restaurant/pub.  The former Grandoe 
Corporation building on Bleecker Street proposed apartment conversions.  The Glove Performing Arts Center 
has planned improvements to the walls, marquee and dressing rooms.  The Gloversville Public Library, built 
with funding from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation over 100 years ago, highlighted their $7M renovation 
project which is in full swing.  The Fulton County Center for Regional Growth building on West Fulton Street 
was shown and will receive renovations this year.  It was noted that the video will be on the City’s website 
under the Business Section/Downtown Development Plan 2016. 
 

POLICE                                                                                                                      CHIEF MARC PORTER                                                              
 

Police Chief Porter advised that he is awaiting delivery of the four digital speed monitoring signs.  He noted 
that the PBA sponsored Drug Takeback drop off of unused prescriptions held on April 30th was a success.  He 
noted his department is preparing for the Memorial Day parade to be held on Monday, May 30th as well as the 
National Night Out event held at the Elm Street Farmer’s Market on Tuesday, August 2nd.  The Chief stated 
that the Police Officers at the Police Academy are getting ready to graduate within the next few weeks.   
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                            CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Fire Chief Groff stated that his department recently assisted the Fulton County Demolition Team to provide 
water for dust control at 109 N. Arlington Avenue and will be on site at 126 Broad Street demo next week.  He 
advised the Council that he is continuing to gather information for the vacant property list and expects that 
there would be over 350 properties. 
 

Councilman DeSantis noted that he was amazed at some of the properties that the County has included in the 
June property auction.   
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FINANCE                                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN 
 

Water Department Bond 
Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she and Bruce will meet with the fiscal advisor next 
week to bond for the $5M project the Water Department will start in 2017.  She noted the Serial Bond will be 
for ten years and the fiscal advisor will market the debt as the terms are beyond the scope of the local banks 
ability.  
 
New Hire in the Finance Department  
Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that Vanessa Ellis will start on Monday, May 16th in the 
Finance Department as the new tax collector.  She noted that she will receive training from JoAnn Knapp. 
 
NYS Comptroller Audit  
Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the auditors from the NYS Comptrollers have been 
at City Hall for several weeks.  She noted preliminary findings and comments made have been that the 
auditors are impressed with their findings.  Written recommendations will be submitted to the Commissioner 
of Finance at the completion of the process. 
 

Councilman Simonds asked about a memo from the Commissioner of Finance regarding the Moody report. 
 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan explained that the Moody report evaluates the City’s financial 
rating.  She noted that there is no change in our rating evaluation; however, the report stated that the City’s 
financial condition was improving. 
 

DPW                                                                                                                                     DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull gave an overview of the work being done in the City 
   -City Hall: Police Department women’s locker room being completed 
   -City Hall: Windows removed/replaced with cement blocks in basement to address leaking water issue 
   -Lines being painted on South Kingsboro Avenue and Harrison Street  
   -Bulk pickup scheduled for May 14th and May 15th on W. Fulton Street 
    
Councilman Zarrelli asked the DPW Director if a list of streets for resurfacing was being compiled now that 
the City’s allotted CHIPS funding has been released. 
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he is preparing the list of streets in each ward for Council review and 
asked for their input as well. 
    
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                   JONI DENNIE 
 
 

City Assessor Joni Dennie stated that she completed the Tentative Tax Roll on May 1, 2016.  She reported that 
Grievance Day will be held on Tuesday, May 24th from 2-4PM and 6-8PM, noting that she has not heard from 
many homeowners seeking to challenge their assessment. 
 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                      WILLIAM WALRATH 
 
 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath was on vacation. 
 
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                          ANTHONY CASALE 
 

Request for Executive Session 
City Attorney Casale asked that a Motion be made at the end of the meeting for a brief Executive Session to 
discuss Pending Litigation. 
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Scheduling Public Hearings 
City Attorney Casale advised that he has several topics that will require Public Hearings at the next meeting:   
 

The first topic was regarding the Water Department’s request for a Resolution to modify Gloversville City 
Code Section 294-25-A Step II: Disputed meter readings.    
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to hold a Public Hearing on 05/24/16 to modify Gloversville City 
Code Section 294-25-A; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays    
 
 
The second topic requiring a Public Hearing was for a proposed Ordinance to post No Parking signs on both 
sides of South Kingsboro Avenue between Hill Street and Bloomingdale Avenue.   
 

Police Chief Porter explained that when there are sporting events at Husky Field there are vehicles parked on 
both sides of the street between Hill Street & Bloomingdale Avenue which blocks the walking lane. He noted 
that he reached out to the Superintendent of the Gloversville School District to open the gate to allow parking 
at Park Terrace School in which they were in favor of doing to relieve the congestion once the no parking 
signs were installed.  He noted that his department is doing a study to seek information on the need to reduce 
the speed in that area to either 20mph or 25mph due to the amount of walking traffic going to Wal-Mart and 
the fact that it is a potential public safety hazard being on a curve.  He expected to have the data from the 
speed study by the end of the month.   
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to hold a Public Hearing on 05/24/16 to allow No Parking signs to be 
posted on South Kingsboro Avenue between Hill Street and Bloomingdale Avenue; seconded by Councilman 
DeSantis.                                                                                                                        Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays    
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion to hold a Public Hearing on 06/14/16 to reduce the speed on South 
Kingsboro Avenue between Hill Street and Bloomingdale Avenue; seconded by Councilman-at-Large 
Robinson.                                                                                                                        Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays    
 
 
The third, fourth and fifth topics requiring Public Hearings were the revised Ordinances addressing blight. 
 

O-1    Section 212-7 
Property Maintenance/Premises to be free of Hazards: Ground surface conditions 
 

O-2    Section 212-17 
Property Maintenance: Garbage disposal 
 

O-3    Section 212-19 
Property Maintenance/Snow Removal Requirements: Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks 
 
City Attorney Casale stated that any changes involving the three Ordinances are required to be made by 
Friday, May 13th.   
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion to hold three separate Public Hearings on 05/24/16 to discuss the 
proposed Ordinances addressing blight; seconded by Councilman Simonds.               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays    
 

 
City Attorney Casale informed the Council Members and Department Heads that he would not be present at 
the June 14th Council Meeting and asked that all required information for his review be directed to him by 
Thursday, June 9th. 
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LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1 
 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 102-38 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 
Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro O-2 
 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 212-18 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to amend Section 2-A to change the word after household from in 
to item; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro O-3 
 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 212-33 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 
Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro O-4 
 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 170-13 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 
Motion made by Councilman DeSantis to amend the date of the Public Hearing from 04/25/16 to 04/26/16; 
seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                                                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-1 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN RESOLUTION 81-2011 FOR POLICE 

CHIEF MARC PORTER 
Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-2 
 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CREATION OF THE POSITION OF LIEUTENANT IN  
 THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-3 
 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT 

AN APPLICATION FOR THE FUNDED YEAR 2016 COPS HIRING PROGRAM (CHP) 
Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-4 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO 

PURCHASE A 2016 CHEVROLET TAHOE 
Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-5 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GREENMAN-PEDERSEN, INC. TO PERFORM 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES TO UPDATE THE CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE’S ZONING 
ORDINANCE AND FOR THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO MAKE A BUDGET 
MODIFICATION 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Intro R-6 
 RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE CONCEPT OF A SIX-COUNTY LAND BANK 
Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-7 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING HRP ENGINEERING, PC TO COMPLETE AN EPA 

ASSESSMENT AND SITE SPECIFIC GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF 
GLOVERSVILLE 

Motion made by Councilman DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-8 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY 

GARBAGE COLLECTION SERVICES TO THE GLOVERSVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Smith.                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-9 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY 

FUEL TO THE GLOVERSVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Smith.                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Intro R-10 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY 

ROAD SALT TO THE GLOVERSVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Smith.                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

Mayor King issued a reminder that the City wide garage sale will be held this weekend on 5/14 & 5/15. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           7:55PM-8:06PM              
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the Executive Session at 7:55PM to discuss Pending 
Litigation; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                                              Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale to be present in the Executive Session; 
seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                                                Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 8:06PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                         Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

BACK IN PUBLIC SESSION & ADJOURNMENT                                                                            8:08PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to pay a claim against the City in the amount of $695.28 for damages 
incurred on September 15, 2015; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.          Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:08PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds.                                                                                                                          Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
Susan Semione, City Clerk  


