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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 
  

         Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
                                         

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer Mazur, Commissioner of 

Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Marc Porter, 

Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent: City Assessor Joni Dennie 

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:06PM            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                     MAYOR KING 
 

MAYOR               DAYTON KING 
 

Mayor Dayton King invited Chris Satterlee from the Water Department to give an update on the tank project. 

Mayor King asked for a motion to waive the rules to allow Mr. Satterlee to speak.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli to waive the rules and allow Mr. Satterlee to speak; seconded by 

Councilman Siarkowski.  

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that he wanted to give an update on the water tank project. He noted while the project was 

already supposed to begin, there have been some delays. Mr. Satterlee stated that the project should start by the 

end of May with hopes of having the bids in for the project by June or July.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that there are three parts to the project with the first one being the replacement of the current 

water tank. He added that the tank will be doubling in size, currently it holds 1.25 million gallons and will be 

increased to 2.50 million gallons allowing room to grow. He stated that with the possibility of SmartWaters taking 

off, they need to be ready for the potential growth. Mr. Satterlee stated that the new tank is a pre-stressed concrete 

tank.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that the second part of the project is infrastructure upgrades which includes upgrading Eagle 

Street from a 16 inch line to 20 inches. He added that two 12 inch mains run down South Kingsboro Avenue to 

Hill Street where it ties into one 6 inch line, they will be upgrading the 6 inch line and updating to a 12 inch water 
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main. Mr. Satterlee stated that they will also connect Eagle Street and Wells Street which are currently dead 

ended, they will be looped around to remove the dead ends which will help increase the water pressure.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that the third part of the project is for electrical updates at the plant. He stated that the plant 

was built in 1939 and the electrical is still original. Mr. Satterlee stated that the generator will also be upgraded 

due to frequent power outages which makes the plant rely on the current generator.  

 

Mr. Satterlee thanked Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan for helping to get the financing in place 

for this project in regards to the 2.3 million dollar bond that Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan completed. 

He added that the Environment Facility Corporation will also be closing on the 3 million dollar grant this month. 

Mr. Satterlee stated that they are waiting to get the engineer report to the Department of Health for approval and 

then they can go to bid. He added that he is excited to get rid of the eye soar on the Kingsboro Avenue and Eagle 

Street intersection and to get that area cleaned up.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski inquired as to who would receive the price of the scrap metal on the preexisting tank.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that is part of the contract but basically the tank will pay for itself to be taken down due to 

the money it will generate for scrap.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if City homes will notice better water pressure.  

 

Mr. Satterlee confirmed that some areas will notice a difference, especially in the areas of South Kingsboro 

Avenue, Eagle Street and Wells Street.   

 

Councilman DeSantis inquired about the expected timeline for the completion of the project.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that it will take about five to six months depending on the weather, as they approach fall 

months, it could impact the timeline.  

 

Mayor King asked if the project could pause if it were to go into early winter months.  

 

Mr. Satterlee confirmed that there may be a break depending on the weather, he did state that they will typically 

work until the weather gets too bad.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked how long they expect work to be done on Kingsboro Avenue.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated at this time it is hard to say but probably a couple months.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if the pipe that is being replaced is on the right or left side of the road on Kingsboro 

Avenue.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that it is on the left then in between Hill Street and Route 30, it crosses to the right side and 

this is where they will be doing away with the 6 inch line and upgrading to the 12 inch. 

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if the new tank will be cast in place.  

 

Mr. Satterlee confirmed that the tank will be cast in place.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if the update is mainly for increased water pressure.  
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Mr. Satterlee stated that while that is a benefit, the upgrade is more for storage. He added that the Department of 

Health mandates they have a one day supply of storage and they can also no longer use the open air facility that 

is currently in place.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked how old the current tank is.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that the current tank is from 1929.  

 

Mayor King asked if there was anything more that the City can do at this time to help with the project.  

 

Mr. Satterlee stated that everything is ready to go at this time and they are just waiting on the approval from the 

Department of Health. He added that once the project is underway, there will be some traffic slowing as a lot of 

the project will be on busy streets so he does foresee traffic issues.  

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Satterlee for his time and told him to keep up the good work.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to put the rules back in order; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King wanted to recognize the Federation of New York Insurance Professionals’ Week. He stated that no 

one from the organization could attend the meeting this evening but that he did create a proclamation that will be 

sent to them. Mayor King stated that this organization has been operating since 1942 and it allows another place 

for people to share ideas and learn from one another. He added that it also increases the knowledge of insurance 

and encourages members in the insurance industry to assist with secure advancements and recognition.  

 

Mayor King stated that he received a listing from the City Clerk of boards that currently have open vacancies and 

there are several openings. Specifically, the Recreation Commission has three openings. Mayor King added that 

the information will be posted on the City website to try and get the information out and to attract new volunteers. 

He added that if anyone knows any interested parties to please pass the information along. Mayor King 

acknowledged how tough it can be to find volunteers and how much he appreciates the ones already volunteering 

their time.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if there were descriptions of responsibilities for the various boards. He added that 

this may help in canvassing new volunteers by emailing to potentially interested parties.  

 

Mayor King stated that this would be a great idea to include responsibilities, the meeting dates and the application 

to join. He asked the City Clerk to compile information and this could be posted on the City website, as well.  

 

Mayor King stated that the Railfest Organizing Committee is expected to hold a meeting tomorrow night and with 

the potential passing of the resolution in the agenda tonight, he hopes to have a decision from the committee on 

Thursday in regards to if they will be continuing to plan the event for this year. He stated that all the Department 

Heads are on board to continue to provide the support that they have through the years and he hopes to keep 

moving forward with this event.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that the resolution to be voted on tonight is passed every year and the committee 

should have approached the City regarding the resolution before the announcement of the event being cancelled.  

 

Mayor King stated that he hopes to get an email Thursday morning on their final decision to cancel or move 

forward with Railfest but one way or another there will be a summer event in the City. He added that a local 

business has expressed interest if the committee does not move forward with the event this year.  
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POLICE DEPARTMENT                                                                   CHIEF MARC PORTER 
 

Police Chief Porter asked if there were any questions on his quarterly report. No questions were posed. 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                                   CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Groff asked if there were any questions on his quarterly report. No questions were posed.  

 

Mayor King stated that there was a discussion this morning on the fire pit permit guidelines. He stated that citizens 

need a permit period for any fire pit.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he just wanted to clarify what requires a fire pit permit as people are trying to find a 

loophole in the ordinance.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that the way the ordinance reads is that a structure manufactured for cooking outdoors 

does not require a permit but the metal cylinder pits is not considered a cooking device and does require the 

permit. He added that one who perceives this as a loophole by cooking food over the fire pit when it is not a 

device specifically designed for cooking food, should have an expectation of being cited for a violation.  

 

Mayor King stated that a warning can always be issued, if the person did not know of the permits or that anything 

is required by the City for a fire pit then by giving a warning and ensuring that they do apply for the permit would 

be acceptable.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if the person with a fire pit is cooking marshmallows or hot dogs, would they be 

cited. He stated that he can see this being a question asked by citizens.  

 

Mayor King confirmed that this would be a violation and could be cited.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that cooking on an outdoor propane or charcoal grill that is solely meant for cooking 

food does not require a permit but anything beyond a grill could subject someone to an appearance ticket if they 

do not have the permit required.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that the code is very clear on the website specifically on what you can and cannot 

do without a permit.  

 

Mayor King stated that the Fire House will be having an open house this Saturday.  

 

Fire Chief Groff confirmed that there will be an open house in conjunction with the City’s Easter Egg Hunt and 

they will be handing out candy to the kids that come through. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                                  BRENT WARREN  
 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he submitted his quarterly report last minute and if there is anything 

that Council would like to address, they can discuss at the next meeting once they have a chance to review the 

report. He stated that to clarify the first resolution of the evening, the City of Gloversville has had a spare bus 

agreement with Clinton County which stated in 2013 as a two year contract then was extended for another two 

years. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the buses are now beyond serviceable and this resolution is 

to relinquish control and allow Clinton County to dispose of them. He added that the buses belong to the state, 

there were originally three state buses, one that was already disposed of and the two that were transferred to 

Clinton County. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the two buses have been used well beyond their 

useful life and both are off the road at this time. He added that once they are disposed of, the City of Gloversville 

will get the scrap value.  
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Councilman Simonds stated that according to the quarterly report, there seems to be ongoing issues with rides 

being down.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the Gloversville routes are up and in regards to the rides to FMCC, 

he knew they would take a hit since they are no longer picking up students at the Microtel in addition to FMCC 

enrollment being down. He added that he is trying to get the ridership to go to Johnstown more, as well. Transit 

Mobility Manager Warren stated that they do need to supplement for where they are down and there have been 

talks of linking up with Amsterdam transit with rides to the new casino. He added that the Transportation Study 

should also give them good information, as well, to help them move forward.  
 

DPW                                                                                                                                             DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that warm weather season has started and they have been hauling the brush from 

Beaver Street which is now nearly cleaned up. He added that tomorrow they will be cleaning out the ditches 

around Parkhurst Field, on Harrison Street and Industrial Parkway and that should take two to three days.  DPW 

Director Trumbull stated that 190 street signs have been prepared and are ready to be installed and it should take 

two to three weeks to complete this project. He added that all sand barrels have been removed and they are now 

cleaning up trash and brush from the City parks. DPW Director Trumbull stated that potholes are being filled on 

a daily basis and the street sweeper has been running for about two weeks now. He stated that he is starting to get 

the list together of streets to be paved and if the Councilmembers have any specific requests based on complaints 

to please email him the street name.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked Dale to send out the list from last year showing streets that are due to help make this 

decision.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked when the final decisions will be made.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated it will be approximately three to four weeks before the final list is compiled. He 

added that they are getting a little earlier of a jump on it this year than they did last year. DPW Director Trumbull 

stated that they will be tackling the catch basin issue again this year, the streets that are chosen to be paved will 

be the priority for having the catch basins repaired. He stated that it will be a very busy, fast paced summer with 

all the projects that will be going on.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if the brush from Beaver Street is ground up.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the DPW crews transport the sticks to the landfill for grinding but the leaves 

are done internally to be used for compost.  

 

Mayor King asked if DPW Director Trumbull was still considering contracting out the catch basin repairs.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he is looking into grants that would cover the cost of this, he stated that if the 

CDBG grant comes available again then that would be an option for them.  

 

Mayor King stated that it is important to let the citizens know what the cost of these projects are and to explain 

that things aren’t just being put off but the overall costs could get into the hundreds of thousands of dollars.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if DPW Director Trumbull had a ballpark price of what is costs for DPW to fix the catch 

basins.   

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he does not offhand as far as the pre-cash price would go, he stated that last 

year they fixed 35 catch basins at an approximate cost of $250 - $300 each and lasting approximately 10 years.  
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Councilman Siarkowski asked what the total number of catch basins in the City is. 

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the City has a total of 1,565 catch basins.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that the City of Gloversville does have storm drains and sewer drains that both need 

to be maintained separately by DPW.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he has noticed some of the sand barrels were knocked over causing sand to get 

into the sewer drains and asked if this is a tough cleanup especially after all the rain we have had.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that he believes our street sweeper is capable of cleaning out the storm drains.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that it is a big job because they prefer to not use the street sweeper for cleaning 

out the drains so it is done by hand.  
 

FINANCE                                                     COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN   
 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she has no official report as she just returned today from 

vacation and asked if there were any questions for her. No questions were posed. Commissioner of Finance 

Weiterschan stated that taxes have gone out and payments are coming in.  She added that they are still researching 

for the office to accept credit card payments, the Clerk and Finance office have different software systems and 

may support different credit card vendors. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the Clerk’s office 

may get a system sooner than Finance due to issues with their software update that recently took place. She added 

that the lockbox is working well with the new technology that she worked with Chase on and that this came 

together as it should. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that it is a busy time right now in the Finance 

office.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked who would be responsible for the percentage that is paid to the credit card company 

when a credit card payment is taken.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that it would be passed on to the customer and charged as a 

convenience fee.  

 

Mayor King stated that the customers will still have the option to pay cash, the credit card would just be a new 

option.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he believes it would be convenient for a lot of people and we would see more 

on time payments.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that eventually they would have a link on the website and payments 

could be made online so the customers would not have to come in to the office to pay taxes. She stated that 

hopefully during the second quarter this will be finalized.  
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                     JONI DENNIE 
 

City Assessor Dennie was not in attendance.   
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                            ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Casale stated that there is a typo in resolution 1, the second whereas states a useful fill, it should 

state useful life. He asked for a motion to strike the word fill and replace with life.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli to make the correction noted; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 
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                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that it was brought to his attention that there have been recently held meetings 

regarding Gloversville City Code section 232. He stated that he has received feedback from Steven Smith and 

Brandon Myers requesting updates to this section which is regarding sewer and plumbing rules. City Attorney 

Casale stated that the changes to section 232-14 will include updating the filing fee from $25 to $100 and changing 

the penalty fee from up to $250 per day or 30 days in jail or both to a tier system. He added that the first offense 

would be a $500 fee, the second offense would be a $1,000 fee and a third offense would be a suspension of the 

permit and eliminating the jail sentence all together. City Attorney Casale stated that there would also be an 

update in section 232-13 which will include removing antisiphonic traps from the regulations. City Attorney 

Casale stated that if there are no additional changes then he would propose a Public Hearing be scheduled for the 

next meeting and he will prepare the ordinance and submit to Council showing the changes. City Attorney Casale 

asked for a motion to schedule a Public Hearing for the April 25th meeting regarding the modification to 

Gloversville City Code section 232 since no other changes were noted. 

 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds to schedule the proposed Public Hearing; seconded by Councilman 

DeSantis. 

                        Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that there are issues that have recently come about with the Gloversville City Code 

chapter 91 regarding BINGO. He added that there are insufficiencies that have been identified pertaining to the 

filing fee. City Attorney Casale stated that the City of Gloversville does not require a filing fee whatsoever for 

BINGO but at the State level, the NYS Gaming Commission collects a fee of $18.75. He stated that this will need 

to be modified to be represented in the City code. City Attorney Casale stated that he has not had an opportunity 

to cross reference this information with the NYS Gaming Commission laws and he will need to do so before 

scheduling a Public Hearing for modifications. He added that Council should have an expectation that in the next 

30 days he will have this information ready for their review and for modifications. City Attorney Casale stated 

that he would rather compare the laws and get all modifications needed done at once instead of rushing and then 

needing to modify again in the near future. He expects to hold a Public Hearing in May to put the City in a position 

to ratify any amendments to chapter 91.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he has made arrangements with Attorney Albanese to assist with any emergencies 

that may arise while he is on vacation. He added that Mayor King will make a special appointment with Attorney 

Albanese is the need arises.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that in regard to the passing of the Local Law pertaining to 14 Temple Street, he has 

submitted all information needed to the current owner, Connie Duncan. He added that Mrs. Duncan has contacted 

his secretary, Rachel Frasier, and she indicated that she will be submitting the information required but this has 

not been received at this time. City Attorney Casale hopes to report at the next meeting that everything has been 

received needed to move forward with this property.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked if there were any questions for him.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski confirmed that the plumbing code being modified will do away with the requirements 

for an antisiphon trap.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that this is correct and if further clarification is needed to please ask Brandon Myers 

as he only received the document listing the changes requested.  
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City Attorney Casale stated that if anything is needed for the next Council meeting to please have it in to him 

within the next 48 hours if possible before he leaves for vacation. He added that if any emergencies come about 

to please call him on his cell phone.  
 

CITY CLERK                                                                                                                    JENNIFER MAZUR 
 

City Clerk Mazur asked if there were any questions on her quarterly report. No questions were posed. 

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that in regard to implementing the credit card machines, she feels it would be a great 

benefit for the Clerk’s Office. She added that at least once a day, sometimes more, they have to turn away 

customers who do not have cash or checks, typically they will go to an ATM but sometimes do not return. City 

Clerk Mazur stated that the Clerk’s Office gets a lot of requests for certified copies of birth certificates sent via 

mail and the customer wants to pay over the phone to expedite the process and that is not something that is 

possible at this time. She added that with the credit card company that partners with the Clerk’s computer 

software, they would be able to offer this service.  
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Councilman-At-Large James Robinson 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson handed out City of Gloversville pins to all City representatives in attendance.  

 

Third Ward Councilman Vincent DeSantis 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he has been in contact with Ed Flynn from LaBella Associates and they would 

like to hold a kick off meeting on May 5th. He added that they would like to put a group together designated as a 

steering committee. Councilman DeSantis stated that this would probably include a couple Councilmembers and 

he is open to ideas for the other participants. He added that any more than five members would be too unwieldy. 

Councilman DeSantis stated that Jennifer Jennings, the Downtown Development Specialist and Jim Mraz from 

the Fulton County Planning Department would be good additions. 

 

Mayor King stated he believes those are both good picks for the committee and asked what date and time the 

meeting is being held.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated it will be held on Friday, May 5th at 11am.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked where the meeting will take place.  

 

Mayor King stated they can meet in his conference room at City Hall.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that if they were planning on having him attend, he will not be able to make it that 

day as he will be in trial.  

 

Sixth Ward Councilman Wrandy Siarkowski  

Councilman Siarkowski requested an Executive Session regarding Pending Litigation. 
 

 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A LEASE AND SERVICE 

AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF CLINTON  

Motion made as amended by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski  

                         Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays  
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Intro R-2 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A MEASUREMENT AND 

VERIFICATION SERVICES AGREEMENT 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Smith 

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

      

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION TO COVER CERTAIN ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS UNDER THE CITY OF 

GLOVERSVILLE INSURANCE LIABILITY  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss     

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-4 

         RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS TO HIRE AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR TO 

PERFORM LAWN MAINTENANCE ON COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES AND ABATEMENTS 

ON PROPERTIES CITED FOR VIOLATIONS 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson 

                          Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-5 

         RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO SOLAR POWER PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT PERTAINING TO THE GLOVERSVILLE LANDFILL RFP PROJECT 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman DeSantis 

 

Councilman Siarkowski inquired as to what the specific change is.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that it was originally stated that the outside commercial operation date would take 

place 545 days after the effective date of the agreement and now it is being replaced with a specific date of March 

14, 2018.  

 

Mayor King confirmed that SolarCity wants to lock in an exact date to ensure they have enough time to complete 

the project.  

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:50PM – 7:09PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:50PM to discuss Litigation; seconded 

by Councilman Simonds. 

                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive 

Session; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale exited the Executive Session at 7:09PM.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 7:09PM; seconded by Councilman 

Zarrelli.  

                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:09PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                         Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


