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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018   

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 
  

         Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
                                         

                 Councilman-At-Large     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, 

Police Chief Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent:  

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:02PM            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                     MAYOR KING 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:05PM – 6:30PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 6:05PM to discuss Pending Litigation; 

seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor. 

                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan 

and Attorney Michael Albanese to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor.  

                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 6:30PM; seconded by Councilwoman 

Batchelor.  

                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MAYOR                                  DAYTON J. KING 
 

Mayor King called the public session back to order at 6:33PM.  

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to reappoint Councilwoman Weiss to the Gloversville Housing Authority 

Board as her term has expired.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she would recuse herself from the vote.  

 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski allowing Councilwoman Weiss to recuse herself; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds. 

                                                                                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis to appoint Councilwoman Weiss to the GHA; seconded by 

Councilwoman Batchelor. 

                                                                                                                                            Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King stated that he would also like to appoint Dr. Jeremiah Ryan to the Ethics Board.  

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss to appoint Dr. Jeremiah Ryan to the Ethics Board; seconded by 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis.  

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to read a proclamation recognizing Crime Victims’ Rights Week of April 

8 through the 14, 2018. Mayor King read the proclamation in full which stated that National Crime Victims’ 

Rights Week provides an opportunity to commit to ensuring that all victims of crime are afforded their rights and 

receive a trauma-informed response. He went on to read that the City of Gloversville is dedicated to strengthening 

victims and survivors in the aftermath of crime and building resilience in the community. Mayor King proclaimed 

the week of April 8-14, 2018 as Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                                             CHIEF MARC PORTER     
 

Police Chief Porter stated that he submitted his quarterly report and asked if there were any questions on the 

information provided. No questions were posed.  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                                   CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he submitted his quarterly report and asked if there were any questions on the 

information provided. No questions were posed. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                                  BRENT WARREN  
 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he submitted his quarterly report and asked if there were any 

questions on the information provided.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if he would be getting rid of the larger buses on site in the near future.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he is waiting on a callback from DOT, he noted that he believes he 

will have the three larger buses available at the next auction. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he also 

would like to speak with DOT about purchasing a couple of Amsterdam’s buses because he may be able to 

purchase them for cheap and then he would not have to purchase anything for a while.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that this was her first time reading Transit’s quarterly report and she found it 

very informative and appreciated the information.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that himself, Councilman-At-Large DeSantis and Mayor King attended a business 

roundtable at FMCC and Dustin Swanger invited students to give their opinions on various things, he noted that 

one thing the students discussed was needing transportation from Gloversville to FMCC and the students would 

like to see more bus service.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he has spoken with Dr. Swanger previously and while it would be 

great if Transit could pick people up at their homes when needed, that is not possible. He added that if there are 
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evening events then they could coordinate bus services but he has offered free rides on Saturdays and no one takes 

advantage. 

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the buses run to FMCC eight times per day.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that it would not be feasible to expand.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that they did a questionnaire in the past and found that there wasn’t enough interest 

to validate another bus run.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if there is any feasibility in expanding to Amsterdam.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that Gloversville Transit goes to Amsterdam four times a day, covering 

an eight-hour period. He added that he does not believe they could expand anymore and he is still waiting to see 

the results from a study done to find out if CDTA or Brown’s would be interested in taking over Amsterdam.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if there was a conclusion to the study done.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that it has been put on hold with CDTA potentially being interested in 

expanding into Amsterdam.  

 

Mayor King stated that the City of Amsterdam is shutting down next month and the City of Gloversville has done 

a good job of funding their transit system without using tax dollars. He added that a car sharing or smaller vehicle 

service would make more sense for the area and that is what the students need but on demand transit is not that 

easy.  
 

DPW                                                                                                                                             DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that there was a dangerous tree at Wohlfarth’s Pond that his crew had to knock 

down onto the pond and drag off the ice to remove. He added that DPW is also working on Darling Field along 

the Railtrail by cutting down dead trees and brush to clear the benches and cleaning up that area. DPW Director 

Trumbull stated they are also being proactive by cleaning up sewer systems that are known problem areas and it 

seems to be stopping the issues. He added that the street sweeper is in the shop now having some big repairs done 

but that should be completed soon. DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are also installing fiber wire for 

cameras at Darling Field and will also be installing cameras at the basketball court by Allen Street. He added that 

once all the wiring is complete then they will install the cameras.  

 

Councilman Smith asked how many cameras there are in the City.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that there are roughly 38 cameras but over 40 views because some of the cameras give 

multiple views. He added that Homeland Security funding has paid for a lot of the cameras and he has applied 

again this year for two camera projects. Police Chief Porter stated that the two projects were included in the 

budget but he is hoping to get grant money to offset the cost. He added that the Police Department has had a high 

level of success with the cameras and the footage is reviewed daily for multiple reasons.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that DPW Director Trumbull could not attend the meeting last week regarding one-

way parking and he would appreciate his input on the streets that they are considering making a change to. He 

added that he needs everyone’s input on the streets being discussed to come up with a resolution. 

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to discuss the City Electrician position that DPW is trying to hire for, he 

noted that Jim Walsh has been in this position for over 20 years and does a great job but with his upcoming 
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retirement, they have been trying to fill this position. Mayor King stated that they are struggling to find anyone 

to do this work for the pay they are offering and the salary needs to increase. He added that people with the 

competency to do this job are laughing at the salary and besides for the Department Heads that run the City on 

day-to-day business, the electrician position is one of the most important.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked how the opening was advertised.  

 

Mayor King stated that it was on Indeed.com, listed in the local newspaper and on social media. He added that 

people were laughing and making negative comments about the salary and qualified candidates stated that they 

would not start out of school for that salary.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if they are offering what Mr. Walsh is earning now.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the rate under CSEA starts at 85% of what Mr. Walsh makes 

now and after one year increases to 90%, two years 95% and three years they would make the full rate.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked when Mr. Walsh is retiring.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he will be retiring at the end of 2018.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he thought DPW hired someone to work alongside him until his retirement.  

 

Mayor King stated that this is what DPW is trying to do and they thought they had found someone and it was 

turned down twice due to the salary.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked how they City would increase the salary if this is a CSEA position.  

 

Mayor King stated that if Council agrees, the City would negotiate with CSEA and he is sure this would be 

funded.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked what the salary is now for the new employee.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that it starts out at roughly seventeen dollars an hour and tops out after three years 

at roughly twenty dollars an hour.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that he would like to voice his concern with this because a lot of the projects that the 

Police Department has going on requires the electrician as a vital piece. He added that the cameras they were just 

discussing are contracted with the understanding that the City does the installation of the fiber wires and the 

cameras which Mr. Walsh handles. Police Chief Porter stated that the traffic signals and speed feedback signs in 

the City are all handled by Mr. Walsh. He added that the list goes on and on of what Mr. Walsh does in the City 

and to hire a contractor for any of these projects, the hourly rate would be $90 alone, he noted that the City will 

pay tremendously if they do not get someone qualified.  

 

Mayor King stated that all Department Heads could list work that the electrician provides for their office.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that Mr. Walsh is the first line IT person, as well, she noted that 

there are a lot of issues that he can resolve without calling a consultant.  

 

Mayor King stated that he believes they should start out at twenty dollars an hour as opposed to getting to that 

amount after three years.  
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Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she still does not believe that is enough and Clerk’s at the library will be 

making $15 an hour after the next raise in minimum wage.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that the taxes will need to be raised if they start increasing salaries.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that it will be much more than twenty dollars an hour to hire out if they do not find 

someone to fill the position.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that the City would be upside down by February of 2019 if the position isn’t filled 

and they have to hire a contractor.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that raising the salary does not mean that they will find a qualified individual or 

someone who is able to do what Mr. Walsh has learned over the past twenty years. He added that this is why it is 

important to hire someone to work with Mr. Walsh for the remainder of the year before his retirement. Councilman 

Simonds stated that they may need to look at some alternative ideas and maybe hiring more than one person to 

do all of the jobs Mr. Walsh does at this time would be the way to go. He added that there are people in Fulton 

County who can do the electrician duties required but maybe not all the other things being requested.  

 

Mayor King stated that they cannot find someone to accept the position for the salary as it is now.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that it will be difficult to find someone to do just the electrician duties for twenty 

dollars an hour. 

  

DPW Director Trumbull stated that they received approximately 20 applications, four of which were qualified 

and none of those willing to work for the current salary. He added that when looking at the job requirements and 

what they are paying for those duties, it is being turned down. DPW Director Trumbull stated that the first 

applicant that it was offered to would have taken an eleven dollar an hour pay cut.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the City has been very lucky to have Mr. Walsh with the skills that he 

has and his willingness to help out. He noted that he is surprised Mr. Walsh makes so little.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if anyone in DPW currently could take over the electrician duties.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that there is no one able to do so. 

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that this position should start at a much higher salary.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that he would ask to be made aware as soon as possible if any duties will be reassigned 

internally to begin working with them on projects. He added that Mr. Walsh also troubleshoots the portable radios 

without having to send them to a vendor for repair.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if Police Chief Porter had anyone on staff that can handle IT work.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that they contract with retired Captain Clay and is not worried about IT for the Police 

Department.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that the City does pay outside help for IT services when needed.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked how much they pay per hour for that service.  
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Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated the City pays roughly $100 an hour.  

 

Mayor King stated that the main objective is to hire someone to come into our culture, feel welcome and get paid 

a fair wage. He added that this is a technical, on call position that deserves a higher salary.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that they will have to do the groundwork to see if CSEA will accept a higher wage.  

 

Mayor King stated that he is sure that they will and if not, he would love to hear their explanation of how they 

don’t want to pay one of their members more.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked DPW Director Trumbull if he got a sense from the applicants that turned the 

position down of a fair wage.  

 

Mayor King stated that he believes $50,000 a year would be appropriate to find someone qualified for this 

position. 

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked if the Department Heads get paid at least that amount because it will be difficult 

to start someone at $50,000 a year when some of the Department Heads are earning less than that.  

 

Mayor King stated that this is a topic that needs to be addressed, as well, because some Department Heads are 

underpaid but if they cannot hire someone to do the job required, then they need to pay more. He added that the 

Department Heads earn more than the CEO of the City but the electrician position is a technically difficult job 

that warrants a higher salary.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he would think that in Fulton County there are electricians working in mills that 

do not make $40,000 a year and he curious as to why they are struggling to get someone at $36,000 a year in 

Gloversville.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that this has been advertised and they cannot find anyone to work for what 

they are offering and that is a fact, he noted that he understands what Councilman Simonds is saying but there is 

no one out there willing to do these duties for the salary offered.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that they should start by offering the top salary for the electrician position and he 

does not believe $50,000 is the answer but they could work to reach that level.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if DPW Director Trumbull thought any of the candidates he was interested in would 

accept for twenty dollars an hour.   

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that it is a possibility, out of the two they offered to, the first one declined for the 

salary alone and the second one was interested but was unsure of the IT duties and knew he could get a better 

salary for the electrician duties alone.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the personnel committee has done work over the past year to rationalize wages and 

get rid of some inequities, he asked if this change would affect the work they have done.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that it would not affect the work they have done and they are hung up right now for 

another reason.  

 

Mayor King stated that DPW Director Trumbull had someone who is able to take another position for more money 

and less responsibilities and he believes that is the same for Department Heads, they are expected to do more 
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work for less money. He added that they would be remiss to hire someone that was not coachable or have the 

integrity or confidence to do this job. Mayor King stated that they will reach out to CSEA to let them know the 

City is interested in starting this position at the highest salary and have steps from that point.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked that he keep the personnel committee up-to-date to work into what they have 

been working on.  
 

FINANCE                                                     COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN   
 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that she left a report for Council showing the summary of lawn 

mowing and snow removal abatements. She added that the summary shows what has been paid to the contractor 

and what has been billed out to residents, she noted that the amount billed is not necessarily what the City has 

received back in.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that in 2017 the lawn mowing abatements did not go very well for the City.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that in 2017 the County auction was held off until October so the 

City had to pay the contractor to mow the foreclosed properties for much longer than expected.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that the City may want to look at what they are doing and see how this can be 

improved.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that with the lack of demolitions this issue will only get worse because the City will 

have to maintain more properties. He added that the City has to encourage the County to take down six to eight 

houses yearly.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked DPW Director Trumbull if having several part time employees to handle abatements 

would help this situation.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he does not believe they could keep up with it because the contractor works 

nights and weekends to get this done and he does not believe this is something DPW could take over.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she believes the contractor is keeping up with the abatements that the City is 

giving them but she does not believe the NQA can keep up with identifying all the properties that need to be taken 

care of. She noted that she believes the City does not have the manpower to keep up because it is a big job for 

one person to take on. Councilwoman Weiss stated that the Fire Department may need to assist with this by 

canvassing certain areas and reporting it back to the NQA.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that NQA Schwartz goes out often looking for properties and documents anything that he 

finds, he noted that this will be much easier once the new software is up and running because he will be able to 

use an iPad out in the field.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he has gone through the areas in the City Code to determine where 

there are weaknesses and distributed a copy to Council showing changes that he would like to see made to the 

code. He added that the City has to be more aggressive with enforcement. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated 

that he included pictures of 68 East Fulton Street on March 26th showing refuse in front of a home that had been 

there for weeks. He added that the landlord went to court and was given until April 2nd to clean up the area and 

the photo on April 5th shows that it still had not been done. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that when he 

took the picture, a man on the sidewalk said to him that if he thinks the house looks bad, he should hear the 

language that comes out of the house and he realized that a house like this has a negative effect on the surrounding 

block. He added that he just learned that this property is in tax foreclosure and the County is taking title to it 
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before the end of this month and is on the demo list, meaning the landlord collected rent for three years without 

paying the taxes. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the City has to find a way to be more efficient with 

this process and go towards citation and fine other than giving time to clean up because they should not have to 

give notice that this house looks terrible. He added that he was hoping to set down some changes to the code for 

Public Hearing but first would like to meet with City Attorney Casale to make sure this is done right the first time 

to give NQA Schwartz the ammunition needed to do his job effectively.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that the new computer system will hopefully be online this May and they will be 

able to easily identify problem landlords which will help with this situation.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they cannot pick and choose who they want to prosecute and everyone 

must be held to the same standard. He added that he believes part of the City Code is not clear and it has to be 

more undoubtedly defined as what is and is not acceptable. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that when they 

change the housing and the standards within the City, you change people’s behaviors.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that this property is next door to where the new parking lot will be for the updated 

library.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that this is one house down from the library. He noted that he will have 

more reading material for Council in the coming weeks and would like to have the changes as clear as possible 

before going to Public Hearing.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked Fire Chief Groff if he compares the time that NQA Schwartz spends out on the street 

to his time in the office. He noted that he would like to see the difference.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he does not do that at this time, he noted that NQA Schwartz also handles the vacant 

properties within the City so his time is split up amongst a few big tasks.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that it may be the in the City’s best interest to identify the houses bought at auction 

where the taxes have not been paid in the first year to ensure that they do as much as possible to hold the property 

owners accountable. He added that this has been happening for years where people buy properties at the auction 

for the sole purpose of earning revenue from tenants and never paying the taxes and if they were able to find out 

early on then they may have leverage to do something.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that perhaps the City could print the names in the paper of people who do not 

pay their taxes. She noted that she is willing to help Councilman-At-Large DeSantis with this project. 
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                     JONI DENNIE 
 

Assessor Dennie stated that on Monday she will be turning in the 2018 tentative roll to the County and the only 

changes to that will be based on grievance procedures.  She added that change of assessment notices will go out 

next week to any homeowners whose assessment changed since last year. 

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if those changes take effect for next year’s tax collection.  

 

Assessor Dennie stated that the first change is shown in the September school tax bill.  
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                            ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Casale stated that at the last meeting an ordinance was passed creating article 18 of Chapter 284 

and part of the ordinance pertained to the parking placards. He added that it was drafted as one placard being 

magnetic to transfer between containers but logistically City Clerk Mazur determined that would not be feasible. 
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City Attorney Casale stated that City Clerk Mazur has found a permit where the identification number could be 

manually added to the placard allowing for multiples to be written if required. He added that this will require a 

change to the ordinance and a Public Hearing will be necessary which could be scheduled now to take place at 

the April 24th meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked if the ordinance can be written in a more general manner and not specify the type 

of permit.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he will delete the word magnetic but this will still require the Public Hearing.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds to schedule the Public Hearing; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor.  

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

CITY CLERK                                                                                                                    JENNIFER MAZUR 
 

City Clerk Mazur stated that she submitted her quarterly report and asked if there were any questions on the 

information provided. No questions were posed.  

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that she would like to make Council aware that the second annual Bring Your Child to 

Work Day would be held on April 26th this year which is the national day of celebration. She added that the 

information was distributed to Department Heads to relay to their staff members and they have eight children at 

this time signed up. City Clerk Mazur stated that this year would be focusing on volunteering and she and Rachel 

Frasier, the Mayors secretary will be taking the children to the CRG, the senior center, the library and the Regional 

Animal Shelter for hands on volunteering experience. She noted that anyone interested in having children in the 

family participate to please let her know.  

 

Mayor King stated that Bring Your Child to Work Day is a great opportunity for children to see what happens in 

and around the City, he thanked City Clerk Mazur and his secretary, Rachel Frasier for their dedication to this 

program.  

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that she has received multiple requests from residents to list addresses participating in 

garage sale weekend which she would be open to doing and placing the listing on the website. She added that this 

will bring awareness to the City’s website and promote garage sale weekend at the same time.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that his only concern would be her tying herself up by doing this and asked if residents 

could list their addresses themselves on the website so it is not as time consuming.  

 

Mayor King asked if residents could comment on the specific post on the website.  

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that the comment section would be turned on for the website elsewhere, making this 

tricky to do. She added that if residents email her the information then she could add to the listing at her 

convenience.  

 

Mayor King agreed that this would help direct residents to the City website and hopefully see how much 

information is available there.  
  

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

First Ward Councilwoman Marcia Weiss  

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she realizes it is too late to make any changes this year but she would like to 

mention that she does not prefer the way that bulk pickups were scheduled this year. She added that having one 

ward, four weeks in a row, is not the best option. Councilwoman Weiss stated that her ward has every Wednesday 
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in May and that is it for the year and ward six has every Wednesday in October and none before that time. She 

believes that a better method would be to start with ward one and move consecutively through to six. 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she understands last year was too large of areas breaking it into four sections 

but she would prefer not having the wards by month.  

 

Councilman Simonds agreed that he would like to see a different ward each week.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that when a holiday falls on a Wednesday, whichever ward was set for that day 

would be skipped because they have to do regular garbage pickup on that day instead.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that if you start with ward one and move through to six, rotating each week, the schedule 

would be every month and a half which may be confusing. He added that using the first three weeks of every 

month may be less confusing with ward one through three in the first three weeks of every other month and ward 

four through six in the first three weeks of the opposite months. 

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that no matter what schedule is used, it will throw people off whenever there is a 

holiday.  

 

Mayor King stated that it cannot be changed for this year because the information is already out there and they 

can consider the change for next year. He added that it will be discussed more next year before implementing.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he is willing to try a different schedule for next year but this is how it was 

done from 2012 through 2015 and they did not have trouble with it. He added the City offers many options for 

ridding of garbage.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that they need to give as many opportunities as they can to the residents and pushing 

it until October for some will not work. He added that he would like all wards to have one or two bulk pickup 

opportunities by summertime.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she was surprised to see that it was changed this year without more discussion, 

she noted that while she knew a change may happen, it wasn’t discussed what the change would be.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he would appreciate any decisions that affect the wards in general to be brought 

here and discussed to get Council’s opinions.  
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION  

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked why the insurance company only covered $7,000 if the repair totaled $12,000. 

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that the insurance company covered a depreciated value of the pole 

so our carried had to cover the difference. She added that the City did submit to the insurance company what the 

value of the pole was but it was determined that they would not cover it in full.  

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 
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 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION RELATED TO REIMBURSEMENT CHECKS FROM FULTON 

COUNTY FOR POLICE STOP DWI PATROLS  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds  

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO EXECUTE A 

BUDGET MODIFICATION 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-4 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN INTERMUNICIPAL 

AGREEMENT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT SPECIAL WEAPONS AND 

TACTICS TEAM WITH THE CITY OF JOHNSTOWN 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss  

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

• One-sided Winter Parking 

 

Councilman Simonds stated that a meeting was held last week regarding the one-sided parking issue and he needs 

to hear from anyone that has concerns. He added that some of the councilmembers do not want changes to the 

permeant parking but they have to come to an agreement that everyone can live with. Councilman Simonds stated 

that he would like to hear from DPW Director Trumbull to get his opinion and he would like to move this forward 

at the next Council meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor state that she thought they were discussing changes to winter parking only.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that there are two separate listings; one for seasonal changes and one for 

permanent changes. He added that the seasonal changes would be during the winter parking ban months and there 

would still be no overnight parking but during the day it would be one-sided parking only. He added that the 

permeant changes are the ones they are concerned with and would like feedback from all effected.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she lives on First Avenue which is listed and while she understands that it 

becomes a one-way if vehicles are parked on both sides of the street but this would be difficult for her because 

she has neighbors with four or more vehicles. She asked how they came to the determination of odd versus even 

sides of the road.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it is to make it uniform, all streets would be parking on the odd side 

only.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he still wants to drive down some of the streets listed but he went down Walnut 

Street and that has no parking on the even side of the street already during the winter months and Newman Street 

has no parking on the odd side of the street so making changes to this would flip some already established one-

sided streets to the opposite side. He added that this would cause confusion when there is no need to make any 

changes. Councilman Zarrelli stated that if he had to unload passengers at his home then cross a busy street to 

turn around and park on the opposite side of the street, he would not be happy. He added that this is taking away 

someone’s ability to park in front of their homes without a definite issue. Councilman Zarrelli stated that he asked 
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the Police and Fire Chiefs if there has ever been an issue getting down a street previously and they could not come 

up with an example. He added that he personally does not want to take away his constituents right to park in front 

of their homes.  

 

Mayor King stated that the listing was developed from a public safety standpoint by recommendations from 

Department Heads.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that there was never an issue that would cause this change.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that this is to make sure something does not happen by ensuring that a fire truck can 

fit down the roads.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that this is taking away people’s abilities to park in front of their homes without any 

reason to make the change. He added that he has not had any complaints from constituents and has driven down 

most streets without finding any issues.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he has had to knock on doors on Third Street and ask people to move their 

vehicles because he could not fit down the street in his truck. He stated that a fire truck would not be able to fit 

down Third Street in case of an emergency. Councilman Simonds stated that Council can make the decisions that 

they would like in their own wards and if they do not want to make any changes then they do not have to.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that they are asking that the Councilmembers to go through the streets in 

their ward and say yes or no to one-sided permanent parking and just give their opinion.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that the streets listed have been identified as problem areas by the Police and Fire 

Departments.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that this is correct but Council has the final decision-making authority.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he would have no problem making changes if there were an issue or complaints 

but there is no need to address this at this time. He added that they should not change the side of the roads where 

it is already designated as one-sided parking.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that he does agree with some of the things that he is hearing tonight especially around 

the area of Darling Field, he agreed that changing the side of the street where one-sided parking is already in 

effect would cause more problems.  

 

• Demolition Portfolio  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he spoke with Fire Chief Groff about this some on what they would like to do and 

plan to continue to move forward.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that there is old research that he emailed to Council but that will need to be updated. He 

added that he and DPW Director Trumbull surveyed Tradition Leather and it will be very expensive to fence in 

and was wondering what the City’s liability is to keep this property safe.  

 

Mayor King stated that there is not any liability and they are responsible for the City owned buildings and those 

need to be taken care of first.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if there has been any communication with the County’s demolition team.  
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Fire Chief Groff stated that he received notice that on April 16th the first property will be taken down and there 

are two on the agenda as of right now.  

 

Mayor King stated that the City should have some input on the priorities for demolition and he asked Fire Chief 

Groff to strategize a demolition portfolio for the County showing what is most important to the City.  

 

• Street Light Conversion 

 

Councilman Smith stated that himself, DPW Director Trumbull and City Electrician Walsh met to discuss this 

topic and look over the three serious options received for the street light conversions. He added that after the tariff 

that was passed on March 15th that changed some of the regulations, the City has gone back to National Grid to 

re-request the price to purchase the street lights. Councilman Smith stated that they have until June to get back to 

the City with the value of the street lights and apparently, they are waiting until the last possible date in order to 

garner their income from the City as long as possible. He added that once they get that number, the City will 

decide to purchase the lights or not and if they do choose to then the agreement will go the Public Service 

Commission where they have 90 days to agree to the terms. Councilman Smith stated that he is going to a 

workshop tomorrow in Mohawk on street lighting conversion and Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan is 

putting some numbers together on the three options. He added that once both of those tasks are complete then he 

will have more information for everyone but he did want Council to know that this is moving forward.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                         8:15PM                                                                                                                               
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 8:15PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


