
                                    Minutes – Common Council Meeting 03/27/18  

1 
 

 

MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018 

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 

   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 

   Ward 3 - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present  

   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 

   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, 

Police Chief Marc Porter 

 

Department Heads Absent: Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis called the meeting to order at 6:02PM and stated that Mayor King would 

be arriving a few minutes late to the meeting. 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                    7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                             
 

POLICE DEPARMENT                                 CHIEF MARC PORTER  
 

Police Chief Porter asked Jacob Albertine to come to the front of the room. Police Chief Porter stated that Mr. 

Albertine’s Eagle Scout service project was the construction of 25 police barricades that he donated to the 

Gloversville Police Department and were delivered in January. He added that two weeks ago Mr. Albertine invited 

him to attend his Eagle Scout board of review regarding this project which went very well. Police Chief Porter 

stated that he would like to thank and acknowledge Mr. Albertine this evening for his contribution and to 

congratulate him for his efforts in becoming an Eagle Scout, he noted that Councilman Smith is also an Eagle 

Scout. Police Chief Porter stated that this was a great project and thanked Mr. Albertine’s parents, Joe and Cindy, 

as well.  

 

Police Chief Porter read the proclamation from Mayor King which honored Mr. Albertine for his Eagle Scout 

project and expressed his sincere appreciation and gratitude to Mr. Albertine for his generous donation. Police 

Chief Porter presented the proclamation and the framed thank you letter to Mr. Albertine. He thanked City Clerk 

Mazur and Rachel Frasier, the Mayor’s Secretary for their help in preparing the awards.  

 

Mr. Albertine thanked Police Chief Porter and the rest of the City Officials for allowing him this opportunity to 

obtain his rank of Eagle Scout. He stated that he is thankful for the appreciation that the entire City showed and 

all the good words he received about his project.  

 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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SPEAKER        DANIELLE INTELISANO  
 

Danielle Intelisano from Townsend Leather stated that she is in attendance today because Townsend Leather is 

interested in restoring Wandel Park. She added that roughly 20 years ago the founder of Townsend Leather 

beautified Partners Park in Johnstown by adding basketball hoops, a gazebo and landscaping, she noted that they 

still go back to Partners Park to keep up that work. Ms. Intelisano stated that Townsend Leather wants to take on 

something in Gloversville and she is passionate about continuing to help the city where she grew up. She added 

that Townsend Leather has a Hugs Committee, an outward reach to anyone outside of the company in need of 

assistance. Ms. Intelisano stated that the committee would like more information on how they can move forward 

with beautifying Wandel Park and any approvals needed to start this project.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the City would be happy to have them take on this project and DPW 

Director Trumbull would be the first person to speak with.  

 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that he would like to schedule a meeting for all involved to discuss the project.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the City is currently considering planting American Elm trees along 

the rail trail and they are hoping to start a tree commission, he noted that this project will fit into what they are 

trying to accomplish. He thanked Ms. Intelisano for bringing this opportunity to their attention.  

 

Mayor King arrived at the meeting and thanked Councilman-At-Large DeSantis for standing in while he attended 

to family matters. 
 

SPEAKER             JESSICA WALDORF & CASEY MASTRO  
 

Casey Mastro stated that he and Jessica Waldorf would be presenting on behalf of the New York Power Authority 

(NYPA) regarding their option for street light conversion. He added that he met Councilman-At-Large DeSantis 

at the NYCOM conference when discussing street light ownership and was asked to speak at this Council meeting. 

Mr. Mastro stated that NYPA has been working over the last two years with roughly 100 municipalities on the 

process of taking ownership of their street lights and converting to LED lighting. He added that he is the Central 

New York Energy Manager and works out of Ithaca, New York and Mrs. Waldorf is the Capital Region Energy 

Manager. Mr. Mastro stated that it is beneficial to work with NYPA because they are third party, not-for-profit 

entity that try to help municipalities make the best decision regarding the conversion of street light ownership. He 

added that the Governor’s Office has issued a first of its kind program that NYPA has been tasked to implement 

and the tariff that was passed on March 15th allows municipalities to buy back their assets at net book value which 

is the lowest price possible.  Mr. Mastro stated that NYPA has been working closely with the largest cities in the 

state that have made a request to get a purchase price from the utility and because those rates were so high, the 

rate case tariff was established. He added that the savings that the municipality sees is not necessarily from the 

LED conversion but the facilities charge that is paid every month to the utility and NYPA is helping municipalities 

move out from under the utility. Mr. Mastro stated that the existing inventory price has been standardized making 

the process more transparent and he suggested that the City request a purchase price from National Grid as soon 

as possible.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the City has already received a price from National Grid to purchase the street 

lights. 

 

Mr. Mastro stated that if the City accepts the price from National Grid then the utility has 60 days to submit to 

the PSE and they have somewhere between 60 to 90 days to approve the agreement. He added that this will give 

NYPA time to work on the design phase, which is the next step of the process. Mr. Mastro stated that one benefit 

of working with NYPA is that an RFP was implemented in February which reduced material cost by 40% and 
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that savings is passed on to the municipality. He added that they work with five manufacturers, Phillips being the 

most notable and NYPA offers a multitude of options regarding wattages, color temperatures, beam spread and 

controls. Mr. Mastro stated that the City can choose to “future proof” the project with smart meter controls.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if the RFP was sent out to various manufacturers.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that it was a statewide competitive bid that cut the cost of materials by 40%. He added that 

NYPA provides their customers with a turnkey service and they take responsibility for every aspect of the project 

from assessment, to design and engineering, to labor and full financing of the project. Mr. Mastro stated that this 

is a no money down project and if the City decides to move forward beyond the design phase, the project is then 

paid in full with operational savings that the City sees from LED upgrades and moving out from under the utility. 

Mr. Mastro stated that NYPA offers competitive financing, typically between 2.5% and 4% and the rate he is 

showing for Gloversville’s project would be 2.9%. He added that the City can bond if they prefer for a cheaper 

rate but working with NYPA on financing does not affect the bond cap.  Mr. Mastro stated that the biggest savings 

that the City will see is the facility charge which is roughly $109,000 annually and that savings will be seen 

immediately upon taking ownership of the street lights, before the LED conversion. He added that another benefit 

of partnering with NYPA is that community engagement, he noted that there will be educational workshops, 

outreach and press, signage and commissioning. Mr. Mastro stated that the proposed scope of work would be the 

replacement of 1,217 company owned fixtures to LED, full infrastructure assessment, underground wiring and 

installation of fusible disconnects. He added that the project will be cash flow positive on day one with an 

additional $336 intake. Mr. Mastro estimated that 10%-15% of the current inventory is not working but the City 

is still being charged because the current bill is not based on the updated registry but would be updated moving 

forward with NYPA. He added that the estimated maintenance budget is based on today’s replacement cost and 

$20,198 is budgeted in year one for maintenance. Mr. Mastro stated that some of the benefits of working with 

NYPA is that the hardware is under warranty for 10 years, with a 20+ year rated life span and NYPA has a one-

year warranty on labor. He added that they estimate 5% of the inventory needing replacement in year one through 

five due to weather or accidents and that is included in the maintenance agreement.  

 

Mayor King apologized to Mr. Albertine for missing his proclamation earlier in the meeting and stated that he is 

very proud of what he has accomplished. He excused Mr. Albertine and his family and friends from the meeting.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if the design process encompasses where the fixtures will go and what 

lights will be used in the fixtures.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that this was correct and the design phase is finding out what is working and what is not by 

looking at the lights being used now and what is needed in the City.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked what the cost for the design phase will be.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that there is a cost but it is not paid up front, he added that the design and construction line 

shows $49,211.17 and the design phase itself costs $19,684.00 and that is what NYPA is asking Gloversville to 

consider today. Mr. Mastro stated that the remainder of that price would be procurement and construction. He 

noted that the City will take ownership of their street lighting system and be cash flow positive in the first year 

before the lights are converted to LED. Mr. Mastro stated that the estimated annual maintenance and facilities 

charge of $109,595.40 is what the City is paying now to the utility and will begin saving if they purchase the 

lights. He added that along with the energy savings of $79,000, the total annual savings would be just under 

$170,000 annually and over the course of the project Gloversville looks to save roughly 3.5 million dollars. Mr. 

Mastro noted that the pole leasing cost of 60 cents per pole and the post maintenance fee is a cost that is paid out 
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to the utility regardless of ownership. He added that the 1.4-million-dollar total project cost includes all 

engineering, procurement, and the purchase of fixtures. Mr. Mastro stated that the savings is at 1.9% and anything 

1.1% or higher should be done because it is making money on every dollar, he added that this is comparable to 

getting $3.50 for every $1.40 given. Mr. Mastro stated that the estimated time line assumes that the project will 

not be complete by the end of the year and some will have to wait until next Spring and there is a cost to waiting.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked how long it takes to switch out the fixtures.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that 15 fixtures can be replaced a day, weather permitting and worst-case scenario, the project 

will be complete in the third quarter of 2019. 

 

Mayor King asked Mr. Mastro if he was involved in the Clarkston project.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that he was not but a colleague of his was and he would be happy to give references from other 

municipalities that NYPA has worked with.  

 

Mrs. Waldorf stated that there are a lot of municipalities that are at the same step in the process as Gloversville 

such as Saratoga Springs, Albany and smaller municipalities doing joint county-wide projects.  

 

Mayor King asked if it would make more sense for Gloversville to try to partner with Johnstown or other 

municipalities within Fulton County.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that it would decrease the labor rate of $80/hour but Gloversville is technically 90 business 

days ahead in the process and that could deplete the savings.  

 

Mrs. Waldorf stated that there are estimated incentives from the utility which are not shown in this presentation 

and NYPA would apply for those on the City’s behalf.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that there is a $50-$100 rebate from the utility per fixtures for wattage drops of 80 or more and 

while NYPA has no control over that, it is an added benefit that they are contracted to do.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked if the rebate would potentially offset the $75 per fixture.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that it would not because that is a set price deemed by the Public Service Commission but the 

rebate could be used to buy down the cost of the project and pay off the loan faster.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if bonding instead of using NYPA’s financing would impede any of the savings or dollar 

amounts discussed today.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that it does not change anything shown in this presentation, he noted that the financing option 

through NYPA is a tool in the toolbox and does not have to be used. Mr. Mastro stated that the next step to move 

forward with NYPA would be starting the design phase and the City does not have to go on past design if they 

chose not to and the only financial responsibility would be the $19,000 fee for the design.  

 

Mayor King asked if any municipalities have gone through with the design phase but then did not move forward 

with the construction.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that he does not believe that has ever happened.  
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Councilman Zarrelli asked what the timeframe is for the City to decide on moving forward with the design phase.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated that is up to the City and since Gloversville already has the cost to purchase the lights, it is up 

to the City to move forward with the purchase and the contract with NYPA for the design process.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor asked how long the design process will take.  

 

Mr. Mastro stated two to three months.  

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Mastro and Mrs. Waldorf for their time.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                             
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding the modifications to Chapter 202 of the City Code pertaining 

to Peddling and Soliciting at 6:57PM.  

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:57PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                              
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding the modifications to Chapter 190 of the City Code pertaining 

to Special Events at 6:57PM.  

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:57PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                          
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding the modifications to Chapter 284 of the City Code pertaining 

to Tractor Trailer Parking Permits at 6:58PM.  

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:58PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Hearing regarding the modifications to Chapter 284-22 of the City Code pertaining 

to Vehicles and Traffic at 6:58PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Hearing at 6:58PM. 
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted 

to speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific 

Council member, city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the 

meeting.  Personally offensive, abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:58PM.  

 

William Rowback Jr. of 93 First Avenue stated that it has been brought to his attention that the lighting fixtures 

in Bleecker Square have been out for a few months now and he would like to see those repaired because of the 

safety concern. He added that he would like to give a kudos to Nick Zabawsky for doing a tremendous job of 

writing grants for the City but he saw on Facebook that the City of Gloversville wrote a grant for $750,000 that 

was awarded to the City National Commons building. Mr. Rowback asked why this grant was only written for 
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Scott Hohenforst and was not made public for other businesses to obtain through the City. He added he found out 

between the Center for Regional Growth and some Councilmembers that this was done in a backdoored process 

and he would like to know why this opportunity was made only available to Mr. Hohenforst. 

 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 7:00PM.  

 

Mayor King addressed Mr. Rowback and stated that he is a firefighter who works every fourth day and should 

report any light outages to his Chief or anyone else within the City to get those issues fixed. He added that he also 

agrees that Mr. Zabawsky did a great job in writing this grant but it is a very public process where any businesses 

are welcome and encouraged to apply. Mayor King stated that the Mohawk Valley Economic Development 

District announces this grant publicly, there are public meetings and anyone who wants to participate is invited. 

He added that Mr. Hohenforst was one of the few people who wanted to participate and he can assure Mr. 

Rowback that there were no backdoor dealings.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the City worked very hard to get another business involved in this Restore NY grant 

and wanted to include them in this but the owner decided that they did not want to participate which was to their 

detriment.  

 

Mayor King stated that there have been businesses that turn this opportunity down but the City does allow anyone 

to participate that can do so and the Chamber of Commerce does a good job of making sure that the information 

is dispersed.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that Mr. Rowback should always consider the source of his information because there 

are morons in the community and he suggested not listening to them.  
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                       COUNCILWOMAN WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis and Councilwoman Weiss performed the March 22, 2018 Audit covering the 

period of February 22, 2018 through March 22, 2018. The following was reported: 

 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 

A-General Fund    $    1,607,764.02  

G-Sewer Fund     $       287,628.96 

H-Capital Projects Fund   $              250.00  

T – Trust & Agency Fund   $       737,357.47 

TOTAL     $    2,633,000.45 
 

Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 

A-General Fund    $       204,691.11 

G-Sewer Fund     $         69,393.33       

H-Capital Projects Fund              $                  0.00     

T- Trust & Agency Fund   $                  0.00          

TOTAL     $       274,084.44 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          

                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  
 

Mayor Dayton J. King  

Mayor King stated that he would like to appoint Deir’tra Baker to the Assessment Board of Review.  
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Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to make this appointment; Seconded by Councilman-At-Large 

DeSantis.  

                                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to appoint Alicia Sunear to the Recreation Commission.  

 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis to make this appointment; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                                          Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to speak about the Restore NY grant that was awarded to the City National 

Commons Building totaling $750,000. He thanked everyone who worked hard to see this come together and noted 

that Mr. Zabawsky has written millions of dollars in grants for the City of Gloversville. Mayor King stated that 

the City will be applying for the 10-million-dollar Downtown Revitalization Initiative again this year and Mr. 

Zabawsky has also highly recommended Lisa Negal to work on the Waterfront Revitalization grant. He added 

that he also spoke with Allison from the Mohawk Valley Economic Development District who has recommended 

that the City prioritizes the census tracts because the Governor’s Office will only be awarding 18 opportunity 

zones.  

 

Fourth Ward Councilman Steven Smith 

Councilman Smith stated that he has prepared a presentation regarding the opportunity zones. He showed a map 

breaking out the five census tracts located in the City and stated that the opportunity zones will be awarded to 18 

low income census tracts in our region and all five of Gloversville’s census tracts are low income and are able to 

be designated. Councilman Smith stated that Council must prioritize the census tracts for opportunity zones which 

gives people who invest in one of the zones a tax benefit regarding capital gains. He added that in his opinion, it 

would be best to select the tracts that are primarily commercial and manufacturing areas as the highest priorities. 

Councilman Smith stated that there is not one census tract in the middle of this area because they are split up 

around Main Street. He added that census tract 9710 is mostly residential and should be the lowest priority.  

 

Mayor King stated that Allison from the Mohawk Valley Economic Development District asked that they select 

one as the highest priority and rank them from first to fifth.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the opportunity zones are part of the tax law that passed at the end of 2017 and 25% 

of the low-income census tracts can be designated by the governor as opportunity zones.  

 

Mayor King asked if the highest priority should be a place close to the Walmart Supercenter where there is room 

for development or if the best option would be the downtown area.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that census tracts 9708 includes Walmart, the industrial park and some of 

downtown.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that one of the hardest hit areas is South Main Street and that is where the 

development could mostly be used and 9708 would include that area.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that working from the lowest priority, census tracts 9710 and 9711 would be the two 

lowest, he believes.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that between the final two tracts, 9707 and 9709, 9707 has the largest area 

and a greater part of the downtown included.  
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Councilman Smith stated that going from greatest to least priority they have decided census tracts 9708, 9707, 

9709, 9711, 9710. 

 

All were in agreement.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked what the next step would be.  

 

Mayor King stated that he will let Allison from the Mohawk Valley Economic Development District and she will 

bring the information forward for the City. 

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale 

City Attorney Casale stated that he would recommend that Council table resolution two on tonight’s agenda.  

 

Mayor King stated that they will discuss that in legislation.  

 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull  

DPW Director Trumbull stated that at the last meeting they passed the surplus equipment resolution regarding the 

lifts at transit, he added that DPW has taken the equipment over and the items will not be sold.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that a motion is needed to rescind the resolution and asked City Clerk Mazur what 

number resolution that was.  

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that it was resolution 18-2018.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli to rescind resolution 18-2018, seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

        Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Sixth Ward Councilman Wrandy Siarkowski 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that he would like an Executive Session regarding Contracts and Negotiations and 

would like City Attorney Casale to be present.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

02/27/2018       Council Meeting 

03/13/2018       Work Session Meeting 

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Batchelor to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss. 

                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro O-1 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 190 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

                                                                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-2 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING SECTION 284-22 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski 

                                                                                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Intro O-3 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 202 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 

REGARDING PEDDLING AND SOLICITING 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

                                                                                                                                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro O-4 

 ORDINANCE MODIFYING CHAPTER 284 OF THE GLOVERSVILLE CITY CODE 

ESTABLISHING ARTICLE XVIII PERTAINING TO TRACTOR-TRALER PARKING 

PERMITS 

Motion made by Councilwoman Batchelor; seconded by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis 

                                                                                                                                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT FOR DESIGN SERVICES TO PREPARE A GRANT 

APPLICATION FOR BRIDGE NY PROGRAM  

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss     

 

Councilman Smith asked where the money will come from in the budget to cover this cost.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that there is a line item for bridges in the budget with $5,000 

allocated.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that this is a potentially 95% funded bridge reconstruction program.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that he appreciates Councilman Smith asking because they should not spend money 

on anything without first knowing how they will make it happen.  

                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-2 

 RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS TO HIRE AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR TO 

PERFORM LAWN MAINTENANCE ON COUNTY OWNED PROPERTIES AND 

ABATEMENTS ON PROPERTIES CITED FOR VIOLATION  

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

 

Mayor King stated that after discussing the past years abatement contracts today, it came to his attention that the 

person who does the lawn mowing and snow removal abatements for the city made $146,000 in 2017. He added 

that the process is NQA Zach Schwartz goes out 24 hours after it snows and if the homeowner has not taken care 

of it, the NQA reports it to DPW who gives the abatement to the person the city contracts with. He went on to 

explain that if the area is taken care of by the time the contractor shows up to abate the property then the 

homeowner is not charged but if it does have to be abated then the homeowner will get billed at a high rate per 

linear foot. Mayor King stated that this could go out to bid and see what numbers come back from the contractors 

and compare that to hiring a full-time laborer.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if the City is recouping the money now that is being spent on the contractor.  
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Mayor King stated that it is being recouped but he does not believe that they have to spend $146,000 to do so. He 

added that DPW could hire a full-time laborer to do the same job with the same process but have a City employee 

to do other tasks when not working on abatements.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the City could potentially do the same service in house for less money 

than hiring a contractor.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that they went through this around three years ago where he tried to put an employee 

on the abatements but it was cheaper to go with the bid process. He added that this could be because the City has 

accumulated more County owned properties with the lack of demolition which increases the amount of 

abatements required. Councilman Smith stated that he would like to see how much money the City has spent 

every year since starting the bid process to see how the price has increased over time.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that have an NQA on staff is also increasing the amount of abatements written which 

would increase the amount paid to the contractor, as well.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they have to make sure to take into account not just the salary of hiring a 

full-time laborer but the benefits which are for life.  

 

Mayor King stated that he believes the City should go out to bid but those who are thinking about bidding should 

not bid as high. He added that it is shocking to him that only one person put in a request for the snow removal 

abatements and only two for the lawn mowing abatements. Mayor King stated that while this contractor may not 

have taken home $146,000, after expenses it was probably still over $75,0000. He added that the City has received 

many calls this winter about the snow removal abatements being issued and one person mentioned to him that the 

firefighters knew that they were dealing with an elderly person and would give them more than the allowed 24 

hours to clear up the snow. Mayor King stated that the City will be fair and consistent no matter what and believes 

they can all agree that everyone will be held to the same standard.  

                                                                                                                      Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-3 

 RESOLUTION TO RETAIN SERVICES OF ENGINEERING FIRM FOR SEWER SYSTEM 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski 

                                                                                                                              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Intro R-4 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO MAKE CERTAIN 

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds 

 

Councilman Zarrelli asked for an explanation of this budget modification.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that this is related to the snow removal abatements that Mayor King 

was just discussing, the City billed out and spent more than usual. She added that roughly $170,000 was billed 

out and $146,000 was paid to the contractor who does the abatements requiring an adjustment to both budgets to 

pay the contractor for the rest of the winter.  

                                                                                                                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Demolition RFP for Tradition Leather Fire 

 

Councilman Simonds asked what issues there are at the site that needs to be taken care of now.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that it is taped off but the City has to think about putting up a barricade once the snow 

melts to keep trespassers off the site.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that this appears to be a two or three phase operation to take care of the property 

which is a lot to do since the City does not own it. He added that he would like to get an idea of the cost to 

complete the entire project because he believes the RFP that went out will only cover phase one.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he will send out the proposals and numbers received, he added that the $99,000 

contractor bid would have additional fees for air monitoring costs, tipping fees and he did receive additional 

quotes to take down the other buildings that are still standing.  

 

Mayor King stated that this property may be a good use for the waterfront zones grant or brownfield opportunity 

area. He added that the City does not have to take action at this time.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli asked if the taxes are up to date on the property and what the assessment is on the property.  

 

City Assessor Dennie stated that she believes that property has an exemption and does not have to pay taxes 

because the County was going to foreclose but decided not to take it over. She added that the property is much 

less valuable now that it has burned down.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that it isn’t worth the City’s investment to take care of someone else’s property or to 

take it over as the City’s since there will not be any recoup of tax dollars.  

 

Councilwoman Batchelor stated that they discussed this at the last Council meeting in great detail and decided 

not to take action at this time.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that it should be removed from old business.  

 

Mayor King stated that there is a moral obligation to do the right thing by making the property safe, he added that 

it is next to a school and the City does have some obligation in the matter.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that putting up a fence will help with the safety aspect for the time being and looking 

for a grant to help with the property would be a long-term solution.  

 

Mayor King stated that this is one piece of a larger discussion regarding vacant properties, he added that there are 

many other dangerous, vacant buildings in the City. 

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that they should start pursuing this matter from a federal level, he added that putting 

together a portfolio to approach the State to show what the City needs help with would be a start.  

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to help Councilman Zarrelli work on this idea.  
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• One-sided winter parking  

 
Councilman Simonds stated that the public safety committee was asked to look into this project when they started 

discussing it two years ago. He added that he would like to schedule a meeting for next Wednesday at 6pm with 

the public safety committee, Police Chief Porter, Fire Chief Groff and DPW Director Trumbull. Councilman 

Simonds asked City Clerk Mazur to make copies of the previous memo’s and legislation pertaining to this issue 

and distribute to everyone attending the meeting. He added that what was done in 2015 is still up-to-date and will 

be a good starting point.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she believes they discussed this in 2016 and there may be more information 

during that time frame.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that the Police and Fire Department’s worked together on this project and they surveyed 

almost every street within the City and made recommendations to Council along with informal feedback from the 

community. He added that the work that was done is still relevant so this will not be a huge undertaking.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King 

Mayor King stated that he heard that JAVAC may be getting a grant or money from an estate, he noted that while 

that is great to hear, it is throwing good money on a bad system. He added that from what he understands, the 

ambulance companies are not making enough money from what they are billing to cover costs. Mayor King stated 

that the model is broken and a solution needs to be found for the bigger picture and while he does not have any 

say over the ambulance companies, he would like to see shared services throughout the County for this.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that the FCAS should discuss sharing this service with JAVAC. 

 

Mayor King stated that he spoke with Mr. Sweet from the FCAS and they are willing to share services with the 

JAVAC, he noted that he is not sure if Johnstown would be willing to cooperate.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           7:46PM – 8:30PM                                                                    
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 7:46PM regarding Prospective 

Litigation; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive 

Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                    Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 8:30PM; seconded by Councilwoman 

Weiss. 

                              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT                                 8:31PM 
 

Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 8:31PM; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds. 

                                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


