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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017 

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 

   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 

   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 

   Ward 3 - Vincent DeSantis  - present  

   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 

   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer 

Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Police Chief Marc 

Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren     

 

Department Heads Absent: Fire Chief Thomas Groff 

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:01PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                            
 

SPEAKER                           DR. G. JEREMIAH RYAN 
 

Dr. G. Jeremiah Ryan stated that after long careers he and his wife returned to the City of Gloversville area 

and he contacted United Way to volunteer his time where he was appointed as the campaign chair. He stated 

that he is hoping to have the City of Gloversville join the employee campaign, currently there are 50 businesses 

and industries in town that run employee campaigns. Dr. Ryan added that an employee can join for one or 

multiple payroll cycles and employees choose to donate with no pressure from the United Way or their 

employer. Employees can give to United Way or specify their favorite charity through the giving program, he 

noted that United Way is a “one stop shop” for giving as employees are not inundated with a lot of charities to 

choose from. Dr. Ryan stated that that through the United Way and their Board of Directors, the donations go 

to the highest need organizations, he added that Fulton County has a lot of need and they do their best to fund 

who they can. Dr. Ryan stated that the City of Gloversville joining will allow them to meet even more needs 

in our community.  

 

Dr. Ryan introduced the Executive Director of United Way, Lisa Pfeiffer. Mrs. Pfeiffer began by thanking 

everyone for taking the time to listen to their presentation. She stated that she has been with United Way for 

almost a decade and loves to help people. Mrs. Pfeiffer stated that community is something that we build 

together and our community is something that needs to be fixed together. Mrs. Pfeiffer noted that one in four 

families in Fulton County live below the poverty level and United Way addresses their basic needs such as 

food, utilities, rental help, mental health, education and prevention of drug use and addiction. She added that 

United Way provides funding to over a dozen agencies although they do not fund the organization, only the 

programs that make a difference in the community. Mrs. Pfeiffer added that the money stays in the local 
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community unless the employee requests that their donations go elsewhere. Mrs. Pfeiffer stated that all they 

are asking is to give the City employees the opportunity to give to United Way through payroll deductions or 

a one-time gift. She added that they have a retail partnership with Good360 which means that anything returned 

to the Bed Bath and Beyond store on Wolf Road in Colonie is donated to them. Volunteers pick up the goods 

to be distributed to our citizens that need the help. Mrs. Pfeiffer added that $150,000 in retail goods were 

distributed to our community in 2016 including bedding, towels, pots and pans, dishes and toys. Mrs. Pfeiffer 

added that the goods helped fire victims, people recently evicted from their homes or new people in our 

community. Mrs. Pfeiffer ended by asking if there were any questions. No questions were posed.  
 

SPEAKER                           GREG ROYER & SCOTT CLARK 
 

Greg Royer, the Account Executive with SmartWatt distributed a handout to all City representatives in 

attendance. Mr. Royer began by stating that he wanted to talk about where we are in the process to give a recap 

on the initiative. Mr. Royer stated that in July of 2016 the City of Gloversville entered into a master service 

agreement with National Grid, National Grid is the prime contract holder of the project and SmartWatt is the 

preferred subcontractor. Mr. Royer added that in August of 2016 the city entered into the Investment Grade 

Audit task order which SmartWatt has spent the last four to five months completing. Mr. Royer added that this 

included going through the buildings and auditing temperature, occupancy and equipment to put together a 

final proposal. Mr. Royer added that on February 1st they met with city representatives to go through what was 

found and they cut down some of the scope based on their findings. SmartWatt has since put together a master 

list of everything to be done. Mr. Royer stated that Article 9 of the New York State Energy law is a legislative 

mechanism for municipalities to utilize their existing maintenance funds to self-fund energy related projects. 

He added that by reducing the utility budget, the energy savings pays for the lease of the project. Mr. Royer 

stated that this is already an annually budgeted fund so it does not impact the current budget.  

 

Mr. Royer introduced Scott Clark, Project Director to speak. Mr. Clark stated that one of the first things 

SmartWatt focused on was lighting upgrades. He stated that a number of buildings already started to have their 

lighting fixtures upgraded to LED. He added that the retrofit lighting fixtures still need to be upgraded. Mr. 

Clark stated that another cost saving measure is to install a building automation system which has an automatic 

temperature control for nights and weekends when the building is not in use. He added that this system will 

also send an alarm if any equipment fails on a night or weekend. Mr. Clark stated that there will also be building 

envelope improvements, this deals with anywhere that there is a variance between indoors and outdoors. He 

added that there are a lot of opportunities to improve with caulking, weather stripping and air sealing along 

windows and doors throughout many city buildings. Mr. Clark noted that they brought in specialists that deal 

with building enveloping to do testing that determined where the needs were in the buildings. Mr. Clark stated 

that another savings measure will be to replace all electric unit heaters with new natural gas heaters, adding 

that the cost of natural gas is significantly lower than electricity. Mr. Clark stated that the transformers will 

also be replaced in City Hall and the Transit building. He added that the current devices are the originals from 

around 1976 and are past their usable lifetime. They will be replacing with new high efficiency units that are 

meant for today’s technology and will serve the City’s purpose much better. Mr. Clark stated that they will 

also be installing vending misers which turn off vending machines when no occupants are present, cold vending 

machines are temperature controlled based on the temperature outside of the vending machine. He added that 

even though this is a small measure, there are a number of vending machines throughout the city buildings. 

Mr. Clark stated that the final measure would be to install a window film. He noted that City Hall, for example, 

has high ceilings and tall glass in some areas which causes glare. The film will alleviate the glare and reduce 

thermal gains during the summer while also reflecting heat back into the space during the winter.  

 

Councilman Smith asked if there is a different film based on which direction the windows are facing.  
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Mr. Clark stated that they are intending to use the same film but they may have to reduce the tint slightly 

depending on the direction in which the window faces while also keeping the heat indoors in the winter time.  

 

Councilman Smith explained to the public that the city is paying for improvements involving energy 

consumption and using the money that is saved by these improvements to pay for the project. He stated that 

this means there will ideally be no cost because the city will pay at the same rate as it is paying currently by 

using the extra savings. Councilman Smith added that this is a National Grid program.  

 

Mr. Clark confirmed that this is a National Grid program called a Utility Energy Contract and that the savings 

are guaranteed by SmartWatt. He added that the calculated savings from the various measures creates a net 

positive.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that some of the capital expenditures that were just discussed are changes that are 

already needed within the city buildings. He stated the transformers, for example, would need to be upgraded 

regardless of this program. 

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if the city is able to buy electricity and gas from a company other than National 

Grid with this project being implemented.  

 

Mr. Royer confirmed that yes, the city could purchase their energy from any vendor that the city chooses.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if that is something they would look into or if the City would need to research on 

its own.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that SmartWatt typically does not get involved with the supply side of production but they 

do have a good working relationship with other companies and could recommend someone to the city.  

 

Attorney Casale stated that in the Next Steps slide it states that the City would need to pass a resolution. He 

asked if this would be for additional information to be obtained by StartWatt or to have the project scope 

accepted.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that the resolution will be to move forward with the implementation of the project. He added 

that the resolution that was previously passed pertaining to SmartWatt required a service agreement and he 

believes that has been provided.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that a sample of the agreement has been submitted.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if SmartWatt has worked with other customers that were with a different energy 

company other than National Grid and had a fixed rate.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that the price of energy will always fluctuate. SmartWatt guarantees that the units of energy 

will be reduced and that is where the savings come from. He added that a baseline is created of previous year’s 

data where the city has been spending and applies the savings to the baseline to come up with a dollar total 

savings.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if the numbers are based on National Grids rates while calculating.  

 

Mr. Clark confirmed that they are based on National Grids rates because it is based on previous usage.  
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Mr. Royer stated that historically with inflation, utilities usually do not go down in price and natural gas will 

be going up. He added that the higher the utility cost, the more the city will effectively be saving.  

 

Councilman DeSantis asked if SmartWatt is paid by National Grid for the work and then the city is billed 

monthly over the course of the lifetime of the payback on the normal bill.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that the payment does not go on the monthly bill. He added that National Grid has a program 

called Small Business Direct Install and the payment is set up through that. Mr. Royer stated that this is funded 

through a tax free municipal lease and payments are typically made annually in arrears. He added that once 

the project is complete, the city will have a full year to realize the energy savings and at the end of the year an 

invoice will be issued from the lender that the city selects and then the payment is due.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that as of today the City of Gloversville has been certified as a clean energy 

community and are the first municipality to be recognized for this in the Mohawk region. He added that this 

entitles us to $100,000 to be used towards an energy savings project and possibly could be used to pay this 

back.  

 

Mr. Royer confirmed that he has spoken with several representatives that stated this $100,000 could be used 

to buy down the project or to be used as a first year payment. 

 

Councilman Zarrelli asked which piece of this project will provide the largest savings for the city.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that the handout shows a chart that would breakdown the savings per initiative. Mr. Clark 

added that the quickest payback would be the lighting upgrades because of the streetlights and the lights used 

at Littauer Field. He added that the lights at Littauer Field are high wattage and sets a high demand spike when 

they are turned on and this sets the meter pricing. He noted that the pricing for the lights went up several 

thousand dollars between 2015 and 2016 and by changing to LED lighting this will significantly reduce the 

demand spike essentially saving thousands of dollars in electricity. Mr. Clark added that retrofitting the street 

lights to LED will also save a significant amount in energy because of their long run time. Mr. Clark stated 

that the enveloping will have a high savings because of air leakage that is occurring in city buildings and that 

this initiative will save money in both the hot and cold months of the year.  

 

Mayor King asked if we did contract with another company other than National Grid to obtain a fixed rate, 

there would not be a conflict of interest and that we could proceed with this project and work with SmartWatt.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that they have done about five county projects under this mechanism and all used a different 

provider other than National Grid.  

 

Mayor King thanked Mr. Royer and Mr. Clark for their time and hard work and for coming in for this update.  

 

Mr. Royer stated that they are already working on the next step with Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan to 

secure financing. He added that once the next resolution is approved, National Grid will issue a second task 

order for implementation and then construction will begin. Mr. Royer estimated that the construction time will 

be about three months.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                        
 

Mayor King opened the first public hearing regarding the prospective donation of 14 Temple Street to the City 

of Gloversville at 6:29PM.  
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Ed Henry stated that he is against the donation of 14 Temple Street because if the city accepts this donation 

then anytime someone has property that they cannot get rid of and instead of paying the taxes, they will donate 

to the city. He stated that he understands that the current owner is from out of town but this should not be her 

responsibility. Mr. Henry stated that the person who owned the property when the fire destroyed it collected 

insurance money and should have been held responsible because in most cases, if the house is a total loss then 

insurance would have paid for the demolition. He added that the property should not have been sold without a 

bond to the city.  

 

Jackie Aldous stated that she is very thankful that the city is considering taking over this property. Mrs. Aldous 

thanked the Fire Department, Mayor King, Councilman DeSantis and City Attorney Casale for taking care of 

this property because someone will get hurt. She stated that she does not know how the current owner could 

purchase the house for $2,200 without first looking at it. Mrs. Aldous stated that it needs to be taken down and 

will be a big help to the neighboring homes.  

 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the first public hearing at 6:34PM. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                        
 

Mayor King opened the second public hearing regarding the prospect of entering into a third amended and 

restated tax exemption agreement for 90 North Main Street at 6:34PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the second public hearing at 6:35PM.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                        
 

Mayor King opened the third public hearing regarding the potential sale of the city owned parking lot situated 

between Cayadutta Street and South Arlington Avenue at 6:35PM. 

 

No one chose to speak and Mayor King closed the third public hearing at 6:36PM.  
 

PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 

speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 

city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 

abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 

 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:36PM.  

 

James Esper stated that he has been a Gloversville fireman for 25 years and would like to go over a few things 

in recent contract negotiations that may be misconceptions. He stated that the city was offered a contract that 

the Fire Department believes meets the desires of the City financially. He added that the contract agreed to the 

five person daily staffing reduction resulting in a three quarter million dollar savings with an additional savings 

of $30,000 with potential retirements, he noted that a lot of the firefighters have over 20 years of service and 

the age to retire. Mr. Esper would like to urge the city to reconsider the offer because the savings are real and 

meet their expectations. He added that the savings begin as soon as the deal is inked with no upfront costs as 

all stipends and retro pay has been removed. Additionally, there are no raises for the years 2012 through 2016 

in this contract. Mr. Esper stated that most importantly, without approval of the contract the city is posed to 

spend an additional half a million dollars in contractual expenses and legal fees instead of saving $320,000 

this year. He added that not accepting the contract jeopardizes the public’s safety. Mr. Esper stated that several 
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years ago the city was offered a six person daily staffing level that would have saved the city several thousands 

of dollars and he believes there is now regret that this was not taken at the time. Mr. Esper stated that he does 

not want to see history repeat itself and that the new contract will save the city money immediately while 

keeping the Fire Department intact and allowing Council more time to focus on building a better city.  

 

Mayor King asked Council to waive the rules to allow Mr. Esper additional time past the three minute limit to 

speak.  

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss to waive the rules and 

allow Mr. Esper to continue.            

                                         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Mr. Esper stated that he was finished but that he does appreciate the city’s time and consideration to this matter.   

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds to put the rules back in 

order.   

                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

Jennifer Jennings introduced herself as the Gloversville Downtown Development Specialist and stated that 

she would like to update everyone in attendance on what she has been working on over the past month. Mrs. 

Jennings stated that she has developed cards and calendars for upcoming city events which she had brought 

with her to the meeting for anyone interested. She added that they have been handed out around town and 

along the arterial. Mrs. Jennings stated that she also created 12”x 8” posters if anyone would like to display 

those, as well.  

 

William Rowback stated that a few things have happened in the past couple months that he finds troubling. 

He stated that three local businesses have left the City this past week and was inquiring if anyone with the City 

has contacted the owners to find out why they left and if there was anything that the City could have done to 

help keep them in business. Mr. Rowback added that there is another business possibly leaving the City, as 

well. Mr. Rowback also inquired as to where Council was on reducing the number of supervisors for the City.  

 

Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:40PM.  
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Weiss performed the February 23, 2017 Audit covering 

the period of January 19, 2017 to February 23, 2017. The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 

A-General Fund    $   1,368,162.42 

G-Sewer Fund     $          2,489.94 

H-Capital Projects Fund   $        86,251.09 

T&A Fund     $      853,119.26 

TOTAL     $   2,310,022.71 
 

Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 

A-General Fund    $    198,532.23 

G-Sewer Fund     $           350.22 

H-Capital Projects Fund              $      38,602.34         

T&A Fund     $              0 

TOTAL     $     237,484.79 
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Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          

                                    Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton King 

Mayor King stated that he would like to appointment Dr. G. Jeremiah Ryan to the Assessment Review Board. 

A Motion was made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman DeSantis to approve the appointment.  

                                             Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

Councilman-At-Large James Robinson 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson stated that Council needs to discuss raising the price on FOIL requests where 

a disc is provided. He added that the fee will need to cover the price of the disc and the time to put it together. 

Currently the fee is 0.25 cents per photocopy.  

 

Councilman Smith asked how much time is typically spent on preparing the FOIL requests.  

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that the time does vary, the requests are submitted through the clerk’s office but is 

then sent to the police to prepare where they have five days to respond to the request.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that the requests can be a one page document or a larger file so the time is a case by 

case situation. He added that we may see FOIL requests in the near future for videos because of the body 

cameras being implemented. He added that he did speak with the City Clerk regarding the law for the pricing 

of FOILS in preparation of the meeting.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated there should be one price for documents and a different price for discs or videos 

since the videos require more intensive work. 

 

City Attorney Casale asked if this would be regarding the fees for administrative costs or the fee to the 

individual requesting the FOIL because the cost for the requestor is already set by the State.   

 

City Clerk Mazur stated that the price is set with the Department of State and the law explains that a photocopy 

is not to exceed the price of 0.25 cents per page and that a media document, such as a disc, would be the price 

paid by the city for the disc.  

 

Mayor King stated that the city cannot make a profit off of the FOIL requests.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that Council needs to make an approximate determination as to what is paid per 

disc to set the price.  

 

Mayor King stated that this is a concern with the body cameras because the time to fulfill FOIL requests will 

increase for videos and that more personnel may be required.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that he does not know the exact wording of the law but the City can charge “X” 

amount of dollars based on the hourly rate of the employee preparing the FOIL requests.  

 

Mayor King stated that we will have further conversations on this between Council and the City Clerk’s office. 

 

Third Ward Councilman Vincent DeSantis 
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Councilman DeSantis stated that as discussed at the last Common Council meeting, two firms were interviewed 

for the Downtown Development Strategy and the committee unanimously agreed to LaBella Associates. He 

added that while LaBella Associates is more expensive than the other applicant, LaBella Associates is a three 

person team and the hourly rate per person is less than the competing firm. Councilman DeSantis noted that 

LaBella Associates is also very professional and perform high quality work. He stated that the committee did 

ask LaBella Associates to come back with an itemized list and the amount that would be charged per item and 

they did come up with a core group of projects that they thought would benefit the city which came to an 

approximate cost of $100,000. However, they can apply for a $20,000 grant to defray the costs so the project 

would cost the city approximately $80,000 and taking about 10-11 months to complete. Councilman DeSantis 

urged the Mayor and Council to accept the contract with LaBella Associates because this will be extremely 

beneficial to the efforts of revitalizing the City of Gloversville. He added that the contract will have marketing 

pieces for every aspect, specific projects that would be earmarked for completion, market studies for 

development projects throughout downtown and urban core which means the projects include not only the 

business district but the immediate neighborhoods around downtown. Councilman DeSantis added that 

LaBella Associates can offer the city additional services that can be added on and additional grants that can be 

applied for to defray their costs but that would be discussed amongst Council on a separate occasion. He stated 

that the basic contract agreement for approximately $80,000 for work done once the contract is approved 

through December 01 would really improve the city. Councilman DeSantis would like to make a motion for 

possible authorization to enter into a contract with LaBella Associates.  

 

Mayor King stated that he was also involved in conversations regarding both firms and while both did a good 

job he agrees that LaBella Associates would be the best. Mayor King also stated that he believes this is the 

missing piece to our downtown revitalization efforts and he is excited that the Governor did announce that the 

Downtown Revitalization Initiative grant is being given again this year.  He added that even though 

Gloversville did not win last year, he felt like they were a close second and this contract with LaBella 

Associates may put the city over the top for being awarded the grant this year. Mayor King stated that this 

$80,000 - $100,000 investment to the Downtown Development Strategy could potentially award them a 10 

million dollar grant. He added that he does support it and hopes that the council also sees it as a good investment 

for the city.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that the outcome of this project could also be used to further enhance grant 

applications to improve downtown Gloversville.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated as an example, last year when the city entered their application for the Downtown 

Revitalization Initiative they mentioned the Parkers Field project and just based on the information in the 

application, this project did receive a $500,000 grant. He added that this will act as a lightning rod for more 

city grant money and will also help market the city to potential businesses.  

 

City Attorney Casale asked if there was a draft for the contract at this time.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that there is not yet a draft for the contract and would like to negotiate before 

entering into the contract.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that LaBella Associates basically gave the committee a menu of projects that could 

be done in the city with the pricing so this is negotiable as far as what projects will be selected.  

 

City Attorney Casale confirmed that the motion would then be to pursue a contract with LaBella Associates.  
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A Motion was made by Councilman DeSantis to complete and enter into a contract with LaBella Associates; 

seconded by Councilman Smith.  

              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he also wanted to thank Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan and 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance Maryann Reppenhagen for their fantastic work on becoming the first 

certified clean energy community in the Mohawk region. He added that he recently spoke with Dan Sullivan 

who said that Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and Deputy Commissioner of Finance Reppenhagen were 

fantastic to work with and no one else in the region was as astute as they were. Councilman DeSantis 

congratulated and thanked Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and Deputy Commissioner of Finance 

Reppenhagen. 

 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull  

DPW Director Trumbull requested an Executive Session regarding Real Property Acquisition and asked for 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and City Attorney Casale to be present.   

 

First Ward Councilwoman Marcia Weiss  

Councilwoman Weiss stated that the Ethics Board is made up of two republican members, two democratic 

members and one independent member. She stated that currently there are two republicans, one democrat and 

no independent. Councilwoman Weiss received an application for Sharon Poling who would like to join as the 

open seat for the democrat. Councilwoman Weiss requested to recuse herself from the vote because she is 

related to the applicant.  

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski for Councilwoman Weiss to recuse herself; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds.  

                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to appoint Sharon Poling to the Ethics Board; seconded by 

Councilman Zarrelli 

               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 

Mayor King stated that if anyone knows someone with an independent affiliation who would be willing to 

serve on the Ethics Board to please pass the information along to them and he would appreciate having the last 

spot filled.  

 

Mayor Dayton King 

Mayor King stated that he would like to address some of the comments that were made in the public session. 

Mayor King addressed William Rowback’s concern regarding the Gloversville Supervisor staffing level, he 

stated that he has spoken with council and no changes will be taking place this year because of timing issues. 

Mayor King added that he would like to be involved more with the Gloversville Supervisors and appreciates 

when they are in attendance at the Common Council meetings. He added that he would like formal 

representation on the Supervisor Board and that the city will get to that point but probably not at this time. He 

thanked Mr. Rowback for addressing this topic.  

 

Mayor King also stated in regards to the local businesses closing within the city that business can close for a 

variety of reasons such as the bad economy or their own personal decisions. He added that Mr. Rowback is 

involved with one of the company’s business dealings so he would probably have a better idea as to why they 

are closing. Mayor King stated that the city cannot reach out and offer businesses lower property taxes or any 
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kind of special arrangements to stay. He added that one of the biggest complaints since he took office is that 

the taxes are too high and he wants to do the best to create savings in regards to property taxes to help keep 

businesses in the city. Mayor King noted that in regards to the Subway that closed, the owner has two other 

franchise locally and believes that once the arterial location opened, a lot of the current business went to that 

store.  

 

Mayor King addressed Mr. Esper’s concerns regarding the Fire Department contract provisions. He stated that 

he appreciates everyone that is in attendance at the meeting representing the Fire Department and that the city 

has been working diligently on this topic and have had more meetings in the past couple months than ever 

before. Mayor King added that an Executive Session was held with the Common Council and Fire Department 

privately to discuss these matters and now doing so publically which he prefers as it lets everyone know what 

is going on with these negotiations. Mayor King stated that he believes that they are close on coming to an 

agreement and does not want anyone to lose their jobs and does not believe it needs to get to that point. He 

stated that Mr.  Esper mentioned possible retirements as immediate savings but in order for the city to consider 

this option they would need a listing of names, without knowing who will be retiring, there is no guarantee of 

any savings. Mayor King added that the savings would diminish over the years with new firefighters replacing 

the retiree’s as they earn a higher salary. He stated that the Fire Department right now is a 28 member 

department with a 7 person staffing level and there would be real savings if they went to a 5 or 6 person staffing 

level because the members would still make some overtime and have a decent wage and no one would lose 

their job. Mayor King stated that Mr. Esper mentioned the concern for public safety but that the Fire 

Department offered to have a 5 person staffing level with no concerns of public safety. He added that there 

could be a public safety issue if they do not come to an agreement on the provisions and if it were to go to a 

referendum which will be discussed later tonight. Mayor King stated that Mr. Martelle, the union president, 

sent out a press release saying that the Fire Department has contracted with another individual and that the city 

will need to do the same. Mayor King stated that he would like to see the cities of Gloversville and Johnstown 

work together to create one department. He added that there is currently 51 firefighters between the two cities 

that do a great job and would like to see one joint department. He noted that merging the two departments has 

been discussed in the past with previous Fire Department Chiefs and many city officials. He noted that 

currently the two cities have a joint Wastewater Department. Mayor King stated that if we were to merge the 

Fire Departments then the City of Gloversville would pay more being the larger of the two cities but if the 51 

members could be reduced to 40 with an 8 person staffing minimum then no one would lose their jobs and 

would save both cities hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not millions, and would also save the state money 

on pensions. Mayor King addressed the fact that this is a very complex situation and no other union in the city 

or state has all the revisions that the Gloversville Fire Department has. He added that they did a great job 

negotiating for their last contract. Mayor King does not want to see anyone lose their job and would like to 

continue to move forward and believes they have the opportunity to do so. 

 

Councilman Smith stated that he received a call from firefighter Ed Martelle and noted that he appreciates the 

civility and politeness of a very contentious discussion.   

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that the Fire Department is not on par with the other city departments and would 

like to get everyone on the same page. He added that they do not have to get to a point where people get laid 

off but if an agreement cannot be reached then it could lead to that.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she understands that the Fire Department wants to protect what they currently 

have but that they need to also understand that Council needs to protect the city and that is their main focus. 

She added that it is council’s responsibility to make sure the city can survive financially moving forward. 
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Mayor King stated that as the United Way had mentioned during their presentation, 25% of the families in 

Fulton County and specifically the City of Gloversville live in poverty and that he believes the median income 

is around $33,000. He added that the city respects the Fire Department greatly and wants them to continue to 

train and keep up with their certifications but that it has become unreasonable to a point where substantial 

changes are needed. Mayor King added that while there are maybes on firefighters retiring and that would see 

savings, there are no guarantees, he added that the firefighters do a great job and the city wants them to stay 

with the department as long as they can.  

 

Mayor King asked the council to waive the rules to allow a discussion with the public.  

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to waive the rules allowing discussion; seconded by 

Councilman DeSantis.  

                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Mr. Esper stated that their president was unable to be in attendance and they have not had a chance to speak 

with the Fire Department as a whole regarding the new counter proposal but he wanted to get their side out to 

the public tonight. He added that they have met the stipulations that were originally asked of them and now 

the bar keeps moving out further as to what is required. Mr. Esper stated that there are 12 members eligible for 

retirement and some retirements are likely. He added that he would be in favor of operating as a joint fire 

department with Johnstown. He reiterated that they have not had a meeting amongst the entire department yet. 

Mr. Esper stated that he wants the public to be aware that the Fire Department is not just not giving in at all 

and that they have met some of the cities requirements but more is being asked of them to negotiate on. He 

added that years ago they tried to lower the staffing limit and now they are being blamed for the overtime pay 

which would have been taken care of if the city agreed then. Mr. Esper stated that they are trying to meet the 

cities needs while protecting the city, as well. He added that this contract expires in 2020 and at that point 

perhaps they could talk about changes to the health insurance.  

 

Mayor King stated that he appreciates Mr. Esper speaking and having this dialogue publically. He also 

understands that emotions do get involved because this is their livelihood and he wants to be respectful of that. 

Mayor King stated that $300,000 is needed in savings to the City and that number will not change. He added 

that the Fire Departments proposal was less than this number in guaranteed savings. Mayor King stated if they 

could give guarantees on retirements they would look at that information.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that the Fire Department has to realize that it is not just a four year contract that 

the city is looking at, they are looking 7-8 years down the road and he does not see a Fire Department at that 

time because of their financial standings. He added that the Fire Department needs to come in line with the 

rest of the city and that comes across with health insurance and longevity and that will not happen with the 

contract that they read. Councilman Simonds stated that they did a wonderful job putting the contract together 

but when council went through it, the savings did not get the $300,000 that the City needs to see.  He added 

that he does not know how it will be changed to reach that goal, however, he is more than willing to take a 

look at the retirements in question even though that cannot be figured into a financial contract without 

retirement dates. Councilman Simonds stated that they want a Fire Department that safety and security is the 

first priority but like the other departments in the city, they need to come in line with the City to figure out 

how to move forward. He added that the City is willing to negotiate but the Fire Department needs to be willing 

to look at it from the City’s point of view and they are more than happy to see it from the Fire Departments 

side. Councilman Simonds added that this will be difficult but he does not see why they cannot reach this goal. 

He stated that he believes we have one of the best Fire Departments around and if they will tighten their belts 

some then there will still be a Fire Department moving forward.  

 



                                    Minutes – Common Council Meeting 02/28/17 

12 

 

Mayor King inquired as to where the savings would come from if there were no retirements in question.  

 

Mr. Esper stated that there are substantial savings in the daily staffing changes and added that he has no 

reservations on the retirement savings that will happen. 

 

Mayor King asked Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan if she had the information regarding the savings that 

Mr. Esper is speaking of.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan confirmed that the city does have the information.  

 

No one else chose to speak about this matter. 

 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to put the rules back in order; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds. 

                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

01/24/2017 Council Meeting 

02/14/2017 Work Session Meeting 

02/22/2017 Special Meeting 

 

Councilman-At-Large Robinson made a Motion to approve all above minutes; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds 

                                                                                                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 

 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1   

         RESOLUTION TO AWARD THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION STUDY TO RLS AND 

ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson 

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if this study falls in line with our mobility manager position with regards to an 

area wide bus service. 

 

Mobility Manager Brent Warren stated that this study started in February of last year with a resolution to go 

to bid in search of proposals for the Regional Transportation Study. He added that however the study turns 

out, if one regional transportation system will work best for Fulton County and part of Montgomery County 

that will be up to the businesses and stakeholders to decide what to do with the findings. Mobility Manager 

Warren stated that being that the city and he are taking on the leading role, if one regional transportation 

system did come to fruition that being compensated by Department of Transportation will fall in line. 

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that a large part of the mobility manager salary is paid by the state so it would 

make sense for the City of Gloversville to be the hub if something does change.  

 

Mobility Manager Warren stated that this has been dragging on for so long and now that there is some traction 

he believes more will come to light once RLS comes in and sits down with them regarding their findings. 
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City Attorney Casale noted that in the agenda version of the contract there are a lot of blanks that will be filled 

in with ‘City of Gloversville’ and that there are no substantive changes to the copy shown. 

                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

Intro R-2  

         RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET MODIFICATION PERTAINING TO THE 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION STUDY 

Motion made by Councilman-At-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds 

 

Mobility Manager Warren stated that he and Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan have already gotten 

together on the payments and invoices have already been sent out to the other stakeholders for reimbursement.  

 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that this is funded by 80% federal, 10% state and the remaining 

10% is split amongst the six stakeholders at a little less than $1,000 per municipality.  

             Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

Intro R-3 

       RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH 

PINNACLE HUMAN RESOURCES, LLC. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Zarrelli 

                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

Intro R-4 

        RESOLUTION APPROVING MEMO OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

GLOVERSVILLE AND THE GLOVERSVILLE POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Smith 

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

Intro R-5 

       RESOLUTION APPROVING TERMS OF SALE OF SBL 149.6-11-12.1 AT PUBLIC AUCTION 
Motion made by Councilman-At-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that the city should maintain possession of the parking lot because the value will 

exceed the auction price. He added that the city should try to retain some of the parking to be used for the local 

businesses.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that once the parking lot is sold then there is no recouping it in the future. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that there are provisions in the terms of sale that the winning bidder will need to 

maintain it as a public parking lot and honor a certain number of spots for the general public. He added that if 

the owner does not follow these terms then the parking lot will revert back to city ownership. City Attorney 

Casale stated that the auction is scheduled for March 24th to give the interested parties enough time to prepare. 

He added that if council decides to proceed with the sale of the lot, the final step would be to draft a local law 

for the next work session meeting along with a local law accepting the donation of 14 Temple Street if council 

chooses to do so.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that the Planning Board sent a letter opposing the sale of the parking lot because 

when a business or building is in or near downtown, the code may require that a certain number of parking 

spots be maintained by the city. He added that it was mentioned in the terms of sale that the new owner is to 

make a certain number of spots available to the public but wonders if the fact that it is owned privately would 

prevent the Planning Board from designating these specific spaces for public use.  
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Councilman Smith asked what the exact number is of parking spots that needs to be maintained as public and 

if it is the whole lot then would someone purchase the lot.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he does not know the exact number to be maintained as public. He added that 

a reservation for the sale is also in regards to the Kingsboro Apartments as there are no contracts that he is 

aware of for dedicated spaces for the apartment building.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski asked if the new owner could exclude people from parking in the lot if the public 

spaces are unavailable. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that the entire parcel will be utilized as public spaces as written in the terms. 

 

Mayor King stated that the owner of the business across the street is one of the interested parties for purchasing 

the lot. While DPW does an excellent job of maintaining the lot, the owner would like to make it more 

aesthetically pleasing. He added that he can understand if someone wants to purchase the lot that owns a 

business where customers are utilizing the parking but cannot see why anyone without a vested interest would 

purchase.   

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he understands that this would be a good decision for the city because it will 

save money that is going towards the maintenance of the lot but he does not want to hinder the Planning Board 

in the future and he wants to be sure they can use the public spaces for future developments within the City.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that he does not believe there would be any limitations to the Planning Board 

referencing that public parking is available in the lot.  

 

Councilman Smith stated that the parking lot is better to stay city owned. He added that when the issue first 

came up he did think it was a good idea for the city to save money on maintenance and to not maintain the 

liability of the lot and also gain the money that the city would make at auction but at this time he believes the 

city should keep ownership.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that if the sale of the parking lot goes to auction then there is no control over who 

will buy it and if they will maintain it properly.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that if the Downtown Development Strategy does take off then we could 

shortchange the city by losing the parking lot. He added that it is in a good location for downtown parking and 

believes council is not in a position to sell at this time because it is too early to make this decision.  

 

Mayor King stated that he was approached by the owner of the American Legion about purchasing a City 

owned parking lot located behind the American Legion. He stated that going with the same policy, then this 

lot will also not be sold and the city will maintain all public parking at this time.  

 

Councilman DeSantis stated that Council does need to remain flexible. He added that if the parking lot was in 

a residential area then that would be a different discussion than in the downtown area. Councilman DeSantis 

stated that being on the verge of many developments in the downtown area that now is not the time to sell. 

 

City Attorney Casale stated that to confirm, council is not approving the terms of sale and no longer wishes to 

pursue the sale of this parking lot.  
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All councilmembers stated that this is correct. 

 

                 Not Carried 0 Ayes – 7 Nays 

 

Intro R-6 

RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO THIRD AMENDED AND RESTATED TAX EXEMPTION 

AGREEMENT FOR 90 NORTH MAIN STREET WITH LIBERTY AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

INC., ESTEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FUND COMPANY AND ESTEE SENIOR 

HOUSING, LLC 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds 

             Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Mayor King stated that it is great that Gloversville and Johnstown have the same City-Wide Garage Sale dates 

to help attract people to the area.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                        7:32PM-9:00PM                                                                    
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 7:32PM regarding Real Property 

Acquisition; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 

                                                                          Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW 

Director Dale Trumbull and City Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive Session; seconded 

by Councilman Simonds. 

                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull left the Executive Session at 8:08PM. 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 8:08PM; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds. 

              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 8:09PM regarding 

Litigation; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan and City 

Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman-At-Large Robinson. 

                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 8:15PM; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds. 

              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the third Executive Session at 8:16PM regarding Contracts 

and Negotiations; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan and City 

Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan left the Executive Session at 8:35PM. 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the third Executive Session at 8:35PM; seconded by 

Councilman Zarrelli. 

              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the forth Executive Session at 8:37PM regarding 

Employment History; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Anthony Casale to be present in the Executive 

Session; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                 Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

City Attorney Anthony Casale left the Executive Session at 9:00PM. 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the forth Executive Session at 9:00PM; seconded by 

Councilman Zarrelli. 

              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


