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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

CITY OFFICIALS 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - James H. Robinson  - present 
   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 
   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
   Ward 3 - Vincent DeSantis  - present  
   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 
   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - present 
   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie 
Weiterschan, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, Transit Manager William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Not Present:   
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL via the Clerk                                                                                              7 Present  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                            
 

SPEAKERS                                                                                        CHURCH OF THE GOD OF PROPHECY 
 

Bishop Leroy Greenaway and Timothy Scotton of the Church of God Prophecy Northeast Region approached 
the Council to discuss the former First United Methodist Church located at 7 Elm Street in the Bleecker Square. 
Bishop Greenaway apologized for the inconvenience and trouble the City has endured while trying to remedy 
the blighted building.   He noted that he inherited the problem in 2014 and realized it has been ongoing since 
2011 when the stained glass windows were removed from the building located in a Historic Preservation 
District.  Bishop Greenaway relayed that the intended purpose of the building was for a congregation in this 
area; which has since changed.  He noted that the building is paid for but they could not keep up with the taxes. 
Regarding the stained glass windows that were removed, Bishop Greenaway advised that they are currently 
located in a Kingston warehouse-adding they would be returned to the City; however, his church could not 
afford to have them re-installed in the building.  To conclude, Bishop Greenaway stated that he would like to 
return the building to the City with consideration being shown for fines and back taxes.  Both gentlemen 
thanked the Council for their time to work on a resolution to this long-standing situation. 
 

Councilman Smith advised that his firm had previously represented the owners of the building; therefore, 
recusing himself from any further discussion. 
 

Councilman DeSantis advised that he was the City Court Judge in 2011 who imposed the fines on the owners 
of the building.  He stated that in his opinion there was not a conflict of interest to discuss the issue.  He noted 
that at the time the fines were imposed the owners suggested they would market and maintain the building 
with glass windows being replaced in the structure with the premise that they could address the Court regarding 
the fines if the provisions were followed.  He advised that if the City were to take title for this property the 
liability would be costly.  Councilman DeSantis referred to the building as a structure of significant architecture 
with a distinct history which is now defaced to a deplorable state so close to our downtown district. 
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City Attorney Casale noted that the most current figures for combined delinquent City/County/School taxes 
was $25,968.  He advised that only City taxes could be considered by this body for adjustment.   A copy of the 
delinquent taxes was provided to Bishop Greenaway. 
 

Bishop Greenaway stated that restitution allowed over a period of time for delinquent taxes may be feasible 
by the Church of God of Prophecy.   
 

Councilman Siarkowski inquired if the clock face/mechanism was being stored with the stained glass windows.  
 

Bishop Greenaway stated that he has not seen the clock. 
 

Councilman Simonds stated that he was not interested in the City obtaining the liability of this building.  He 
noted that without the windows and clock restored the building was an albatross to the City and added that the 
building would be difficult to market in its current state. 
 

Councilman Zarrelli concurred that the building in its current state would be a liability to the City.  He advised 
that further Council discussion would be necessary on the best plan to address the situation. 
 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that she toured the inside of the building yesterday and found the roof leaking 
and snow on the window sills.  She noted water penetration will certainly cause deterioration of the structure. 
 

Bishop Greenaway and Mr. Scotton thanked the Mayor, Council and City Attorney for taking the time to 
discuss the issue.   They exited the meeting at 6:25PM. 
 

SPEAKERS                                                                                              GLOVERSVILLE SENIOR CENTER 
 

Gloversville Senior Center President Tom Thompson, and Director Ellie DiScioscia explained that throughout 
the last few years the facility has contemplated having to close due to financial constraints.  He shared that the 
facility is open six days weekly and invited all in attendance to visit their programs to see its many benefits to 
those who attend.  He thanked the City for the financial assistance provided annually and for plowing/sanding 
their parking lot.    He noted that the Senior Center is aggressively trying to make ends meet and have joined 
with various agencies to be a community partner by allowing their building to be utilized including: Ful-Mont 
Community Action, St. Mary’s afterschool/mental health programs, Lexington senior clients and the Northeast 
Regional Food Bank as well as being a member of the Fulton County United Way.  He asked for any assistance 
the City could provide for a grant writer so they could obtain much needed funding for the Senior Center.   Mr. 
Thompson stated that he was born, raised, educated, employed as an educator/coach for 38 years and lives in 
the City and implored that the issue of assisting our senior citizens is extremely personal to him.   He concluded 
that any financial assistance the City could offer would be greatly appreciated. 

 

PUBLIC SESSION     
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 

Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:28PM.     
 

County Supervisor John Blackmon stated that he has been an active volunteer to the Historic Preservation 
Review Board for many years and noted that the former First Methodist Church mentioned earlier was his 
family’s place of worship.  He noted that after touring the building it was his opinion that it is structurally 
sound; however is compromised in the window framing areas where the windows were shoddily removed. 
 

No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:30PM. 
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AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson and Councilwoman Weiss performed the January 21, 2016 Audit covering the 
period of December 16, 2015 to January 21, 2016. The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 
A-General Fund    $   808,537.08 
G-Sewer Fund     $   300,314.20 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $   783,460.33 
T&A Fund     $   547,845.29 
TOTAL     $2,440,156.90 
 
Checks to be Processed After Council Approval of Audit 
A-General Fund    $   325,467.72 
G-Sewer Fund     $   192,449.34 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $     35,765.67 
T&A Fund     $             0 
TOTAL     $   553,682.73 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.        
                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

MAYOR DAYTON KING 
-Comprehensive Plan Objectives 
Mayor King encouraged Council Members to utilize Work Session Meetings as the forum to work on the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan Objectives and to keep the goals in the forefront to move our City forward.    
 
-Blight Meeting Update 
Mayor King asked Councilman Simonds to discuss the recent Blight Meeting. 
 

Councilman Simonds thanked Councilwoman Weiss and Councilman DeSantis for joining the Blight 
Committee as Council Representatives.  He stated that the Blight Committee has been working diligently to 
develop a policy to deal with urban blight/unsightly garbage and the City’s 300 abandoned/vacant homes.  He 
noted that there is much discussion to partner with the County Demolition Team to remove dangerous buildings 
as well as to explore the feasibility of City employees to take down the structures.   
 
-Department Head Meeting 
Mayor King stated that this year there will be monthly Department Head Meetings where each department 
representative can share ideas to improve the City.  He noted that the first meeting was held on January 20th 
with each person sharing the objectives/goals for 2016 and added that a lot of positive discussion ensued. 
 
-Gloversville Enlarged School District Building Reconfiguration 
Mayor King advised that the Gloversville Enlarged School District (GESD) held a meeting last night at 
Boulevard Elementary School to discuss changes to reconfigure building use.  He stated the changes would 
certainly affect our City neighborhoods and concern was noted on the timeline the GESD is looking to 
implement such changes.  Mayor King relayed that the GESD has scheduled another meeting for 2/22 for 
further dialogue to be shared.  A matter of interest conveyed by City leaders was regarding McNab School 
being deeded to the City if it were to be no longer utilized as a school. 
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The Four GESD Options Discussed: 
 

Option 1:  Restructure neighborhood schools.  Use Boulevard, Park Terrace & Kingsborough as elementary 
schools for pre-K to grade four.  Create a school within a school model at the Middle School for grades five 
and six.  Turn Meco into an Early Childhood Education Center with preschool partners Whispering Pines & 
Head Start.   Use McNab as a site for the HFM Board of Cooperation Education Adirondack Academy. 
 

Option 2:    Grade-level grouping.  Use Kingsborough for pre-K and kindergarten, Boulevard for grades one 
and two and Park Terrace for grades three and four.   Create a school within a school model at the Middle 
School for grades five and six.  Use Meco as an Early Childhood Education Center.  Use McNab as site for 
BOCES’ Adirondack Academy. 
 

Option 3:  Grade-level grouping/neighborhood hybrid.  Create two primary schools at Kingsborough and 
Boulevard for pre-K to grade two.  Establish Park Terrace as a school for all pupils in grades three and four. 
Create a school within a school model at the Middle School for grades five and six.  Use Meco as an Early 
Childhood Education Center, Use McNab as a site for BOCES’ Adirondack Academy. 
 

Option 4:  Do Nothing. 
    
City Attorney Casale advised that he was at the GESD meeting last night.  He noted the issue of the McNab 
Deed did not get discussed.  He relayed that a critical piece of the viability of the process discussed depends 
on transportation.  He noted that although the district estimates it may save $1M annually by merging 
buildings; the additional cost for busing would need to be factored in.  He noted that Superintendent Vanyo 
conveyed that he would like a final decision made on the choice to proceed with by March of 2016. He 
expressed concern that conclusions are being made without a lot of necessary data.   
 

Councilman Simonds commented that busing to alternative schools would create congestion in certain areas. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski inquired if there was any mention of leasing Meco School. 
 

Attorney Casale noted that there was not sufficient space at that building for a lease consideration. 
 

Mayor King advised that he would reach out to Superintendent Vanyo to schedule a meeting with Council 
Members so that opinions could be shared. 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY CASALE 
-Scheduling a Public Hearing 
City Attorney Casale advised that Gloversville City Code Chapter 102 needs to be modified to address Articles 
II and III to add the definition of “Owner”.  He asked that a Motion be made to schedule a Public Hearing. 
 

Councilman DeSantis made a Motion to schedule a Public Hearing on February 9th at 6PM to Modify Articles 
II and III of Chapter 102 of the Gloversville City Code to include a definition for the term “Owner”; seconded 
by Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
-Scheduling Executive Sessions 
City Attorney Casale asked that a Motion be made at the end of the meeting for a brief Executive Session to 
discuss Pending Litigation. 
 

Police Chief Van Deusen also asked that a Motion be made for an Executive Session be held at the end of the 
meeting to discuss the Employment History of a Particular Person. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

12/22/15 Council Meeting              
01/01/16 Organizational Meeting 
01/12/16 Work Session Meeting 
 

Councilwoman Weiss noted that the three new Council Members could only vote on the 01/01/16 & 01/12/16 
meeting minutes. 
 

Motion to recuse Councilman DeSantis, Councilman Smith and Councilwoman Weiss from voting on 
approval of minutes from 12/22/15 made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman-at-Large 
Robinson.                                                                                                                        Carried 4 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes of 12/22/15; seconded by 
Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                                                                    Carried 4 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Council meeting minutes of 01/01/16 & 01/12/16; 
seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                                                                                Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

 
Intro R-1   

RESOLUTION APPOINTING CPA’S WHITTEMORE, DOWEN & RICCIARDELLI, LLP TO 
CONDUCT THE 2015 CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY AUDITS AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE LETTER OF 
ENGAGEMENT 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.            
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-2   

RESOLUTION TO FUND THE HIRING OF A PUBLIC SAFETY SECRETARY IN THE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO MAKE 
THE NECESSARY BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 

Councilman DeSantis noted that at the 01-12-16 Council Meeting he volunteered to be on the Business 
Improvement District (BID) as the Council Liaison.  He noted that the BID Board has asked that the Common 
Council formally vote to appoint him as the Council Liaison.   
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to appoint Councilman DeSantis as the Council Liaison to the 
Business Improvement District; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
                                                                                                                                        
All Council Members and Mayor King thanked Councilman DeSantis for volunteering for this appointment.  
City Clerk Susan Semione advised Councilman DeSantis that she would attend the BID Meeting in his absence 
on dates he was not able to attend.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSIONS                                                                                                      6:55PM-7:40PM              
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 6:55PM to discuss the 
employment history of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Police Chief Van Deusen, Captain 
Porter, Captain Jory, Administrative Sergeant Scott and Finance Commissioner Van Genderen to be present 
in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

The Police Chief, Captains and Administrative Sergeant exited the meeting at 7:01PM.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 7:02PM to discuss Pending 
Litigation; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow the City Attorney and Commissioner of Finance to be present 
in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 7:06PM; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the third Executive Session at 7:07PM to discuss the 
Employment History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.         Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Fire Chief Groff, DPW Director 
Trumbull and Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by 
Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                                                                   Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to end the third Executive Session at 7:25PM; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

City Attorney Casale, Chief Groff and DPW Director Trumbull exited the meeting at 7:25PM.  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the fourth Executive Session at 7:26PM to discuss the 
Employment History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow the Commissioner of Finance to be present in the Executive 
Session; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                                  Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to end the fourth Executive Session at 7:40PM; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                     Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
                                                                                                                                       Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Susan Semione, City Clerk    


