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MINUTES FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2018 
6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 

Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
 

 Councilman-At-Large - Vincent DeSantis  - present 
   Ward 1 - Marcia Weiss   - present 
   Ward 2 - Arthur Simonds  - present 
   Ward 3 - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present  
   Ward 4 - Steven Smith   - present 
   Ward 5 - Jay Zarrelli   - absent 
   Ward 6 - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 
Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Clerk Jennifer Mazur, Commissioner of Finance 
Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Police Chief Marc Porter, Battalion Chief Brant Minkler 
 
Department Heads Absent: City Attorney Anthony Casale, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Transit Mobility 
Manager Brent Warren 
 
Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                              6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                             
 

MAYOR                    DAYTON J. KING 
 

Mayor King stated that he is honored to recognize Virginia Cary, with the Department of Public Works and 
Christopher Rizzo, with Rizzo Trucking. He stated that he would like to present them both with a proclamation 
for their actions involving a house fire within the City. Mayor King then read the proclamation which stated 
that on January 11, 2018 Mr. Rizzo and Ms. Cary discovered a structure fire on Main Street at which time Mr. 
Rizzo called 911 and both individuals notified residents in the home. He went on to read that at great personal 
risk, the two pushed through the smoke-filled home to help three occupants and their three dogs to safety. 
Mayor King stated that on behalf of himself and the residents of the City of Gloversville, he would like to 
honor their actions because without doing so, the risk of loss of life would have greatly increased.  
 
Mayor King stated that he had the opportunity to ride along with Ms. Cary and Mr. Anguiano from the 
Department of Public Works at 4AM in one of the City’s plow trucks and he saw how important it is to be 
aware of your surroundings at all times and noted that he really appreciates what they do for the City.  
 

SPEAKER                        SMARTWATT                                                            
 

Scott Clark, Project Director with SmartWatt stated that himself, Bill Clark and Chad Sydor would be 
presenting some of the results of the Investment Grade Audit done by SmartWatt of the City’s street lighting 
system. He added that they will also be comparing their plan with National Grid’s for LED upgrades.  
 
Mr. Sydor stated that the technical overview of the project started with completing a survey of all existing 
street lights within City limits by using GPS software to give every streetlight fixture a geo located pin. He 

CITY OFFICIALS 
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noted that the City has 1,208 overhead fixtures which are the utility grade lights that you see throughout the 
entire City and an additional 35 decorative post top fixtures. Mr. Sydor stated that the overall intent of the 
study is to reduce the amount of energy consumption related to the street lighting cost of the utility bill and to 
upgrade the overall infrastructure. He added that the actual fixtures that would be installed come with a 10-
year warranty and anything that fails would be covered by the manufacturer for that length of time. Mr. Sydor 
stated that in addition to upgrading the 1,208 street lights to LED, SmartWatt would install inline fuse 
disconnects which allows an electrician to disconnect the individual light pole making any work done much 
safer. He added that the 35-decorative post top fixtures would be upgraded with a retrofit kit, similar to a 
project they did on Main Street a few months back which saves energy, is long lasting and provides more light 
than they are currently putting off.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that National Grid is offering an option to convert the street lights to LED but still be 
owned by the utility and while that is something that the City could look into, there are some pros and cons to 
that route. He added that it is only the obligation of National Grid to replace 20% of the lights per year meaning 
it may take up to five years to convert the entire inventory. Mr. Clark stated that SmartWatt estimates the entire 
conversion to take four to six months from start to finish and they would also install a 7-pin fixture which is 
considered “future proof” allowing the power to be on at all times, an option National Grid may not have. He 
added that Gloversville qualifies for the Clean Energy Community Grant which may not be available under 
National Grid’s process of converting the street lights based on how long it takes for them to implement the 
new lighting fixtures. Mr. Clark stated that the City pays a little under $230,000 a year to National Grid for 
street lighting and a significant amount of that cost is for maintenance charges. He added that if SmartWatt 
was to convert the lights the average cost drops to $63,000 annually for street lighting costs including 
maintenance. Mr. Clark stated that the energy cost will also be lower through SmartWatt annually than 
National Grid and part of the reason is because National Grid charges approximately 2 cents more for power 
delivery. He added that National Grid charges more for the maintenance of LED lighting than the high-pressure 
sodium fixtures that are in place now and while there is still a savings long term with National Grid, it is not 
as significant as the savings with SmartWatt. Mr. Clark stated that there is a large upfront buyback fee of over 
$830,000 to purchase the street lights outright and an estimated fee for roughly $175,000 to convert through 
National Grid, plus a fee of $20,000 to be paid to SmartWatt if the City chooses to go through National Grid 
as stated in their contract for the Investment Grade Audit. He added that SmartWatt’s financing term would be 
11 years all of which has to be cashflow positive as stated in Article 9 of the Energy Law, meaning they have 
to generate at least 1 dollar per year. Mr. Clark stated that year 11 is when the City will start seeing positive 
cashflow and under National Grid the City would be cashflow negative until year seven. He added that over 
20 years, the cumulative cash flow through SmartWatt would be around 2.5 million dollars and National Grid 
would be roughly $750,000 and while SmartWatt is a much larger upfront investment because of the buyback 
cost, once that is paid off the cashflow generated is much greater.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he was under the impression that the City paid $220,000 a year 
currently for electricity.  
 
Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that maintenance fees are included in that cost.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if it was correct that $111,000 of the $220,000 current annual cost is for 
maintenance fees.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that this is correct, the bill from National Grid includes the supply charge, delivery 
charge and facilities charge. He added that the facility charge that the City pays to National Grid includes the 
light fixture itself, the lamp, any circuiting, any decorative post tops, the poles and the foundation of the poles. 
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Mr. Clark stated that with SmartWatt, $22,000 a year is set aside to cover maintenance fees for either an 
inhouse electrician or a third-party maintenance contract. He added that it also includes $9,000 for a pole 
attachment fee because while the City would own the street lights, the poles are owned by National Grid and 
that would cover the cost to rent the poles. Mr. Clark stated that there is also an allowance included for putting 
the street lights on the City’s insurance police because the street lights will be an asset if owned by the City. 
He added that the LED system should require minimal maintenance but they do expect some failures in the 
first couple years but that would be covered under warranty.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if the amount that the City is paying National Grid currently for 
maintenance would be less if we owned the street lights and were paying a third-party contractor for 
maintenance. 
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that is correct because currently National Grid is charging over $100,000 a year to 
maintain the City’s street lighting system which can take them months to repair and the City could hire a third-
party contractor full time for the same amount of money with an instantaneous turn around. He added that 
maintenance should be required less because the LED fixtures have a lifetime of 20 plus years and the current 
high-pressure sodium lights have a four to five year lifespan on average.  
 
Mr. Bill Clark stated that streetlights are on an unmetered rate, meaning there is no electric meter turning on 
them so the cost is based off of a rate schedule per watt hours and with SmartWatt’s upgrades a meter would 
be installed and the cost would be under a different rate schedule. He added that maintenance fees would be at 
a much lower cost making that change.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked who owns the wooden light poles.  
 
 Mr. Scott Clark stated that the poles remain the property of National Grid, the City would rent space on the 
pole from the utility which is the pole attachment fee. He added that if one of the wooden poles goes down, it 
is National Grid’s responsibility to reset the pole and rehang the wire and if the light fixture is damaged, it is 
the responsibility of the City to fix and rehang. 
 
Mayor King asked if there is a municipality that has recently purchased their street lights from National Grid. 
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that since the legislation is relatively new, all interested municipalities are at the same 
point in the process to purchase their street lights. He added that the National Grid buyback fees have been 
relatively high and there are some revisions needed to the legislation and he believes some municipalities are 
waiting for that to happen. Mr. Clark stated that the City of Binghamton did purchase their street lights several 
years ago before this new legislation from the Governor’s Office.  
 
Mayor King asked if the City of Binghamton currently owns and maintains their street lights.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that this is correct and many other smaller townships have already bought back their 
lights as well, all before the new legislation that now states that a utility must sell the street lights to the 
municipality if they want to purchase them.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that when the project is done, the costs would be the electricity itself, 
the maintenance cost of hiring a third-party contractor and the debt from purchasing the lights. He asked if 
there would be any further costs.  
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Mr. Scott Clark stated that there would be the pole attachment fee that is paid to National Grid and the cost to 
add the lights to the City’s insurance policy. He added that after 11 years, once the debt is paid with SmartWatt, 
the City will generate a significantly higher amount of positive cash. Mr. Clark added that looking at 20 years 
after implementation, SmartWatt’s option would generate around 2.5 million dollars and National Grid’s 
option would generate around $750,000.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss asked if there are specific companies for third-part maintenance that other cities use.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that the City could contract with any electrical company with a lineman on staff, he 
noted that due to the proximity of high voltage wires a lineman is required to do this work. Mr. Clark stated 
that SmartWatt would be subcontracting with a firm with a lineman to do the initial installation because 
SmartWatt does not employ a lineman. He added that once the disconnects are installed on each light fixture, 
each pole can be disconnected individually making the work much more simple and easier to maintain.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that in the downtown parking lot area there are metal gooseneck lights and 
asked if the ownership of those would change.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that he is not sure if those lights are currently owned by the City or the utility but will 
check the map provided by National Grid and will get back to him on that.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that one of the things that the City is looking at is the possibility of a fiscal crisis 
over the next three to four years and while this will do the City good in year 11, it will not help to save any 
money in the short term. He asked if there is any way that this could be moved around to carry out the terms 
for a longer period of time to see savings sooner.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that SmartWatt could check with the lending network to see what financing options are 
available to generate additional positive cash flow in the beginning of the term.  
 
Mr. Bill Clark stated that this has been done in the past and currently they are working with Amazon who 
wanted to see a 10% return and SmartWatt was able to stretch out the payment term which allowed Amazon 
to generate that extra income. He added that the City will have to keep in mind that by extending the term, the 
City will have more interest to pay off. 
 
DPW Director Trumbull stated that he would like to explore this a little more and wants to speak with National 
Grid in more detail regarding their options.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that he does have the full report from the Investment Grade Audit and will turn that over 
to the City to help with the comparison.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor stated that she worries about the City taking ownership of the lights and then this 
update being obsolete in 20 years.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that this could be the case because technology does evolve rapidly but if the City 
continues to wait then you will keep spending more on energy with the current lights and if a new option is 
out in 20 years to save significantly more money, the City would just begin the process again.  
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Councilman Smith stated that National Grid had two proposals for the City and one was that the City would 
purchase the street lights for roughly $800,000. He asked if this is the National Grid option that is being 
compared with SmartWatt.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that this is correct, the project that he is presenting is the City purchasing the entire 
street lighting inventory from National Grid for around $800,000 and the City would own it, maintain it and 
reap all of the savings. He added that is being contrasted with the City entering into an agreement with National 
Grid to have National Grid convert the street lights to LED while retaining ownership which the City will still 
have an upfront cost to do so.  
 
Councilman Siarkowski asked if the wooden poles remain National Grid’s property for both options.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that either way the poles will be National Grid’s property.  
 
Mr. Bill Clark stated that the wooden pole rental fee is very minimal, about 60 cents per pole, per month, 
totally roughly $9,000 per year.  
 
DPW Director Trumbull inquired about the aluminum poles that are all one unit. 
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that those are currently owned by National Grid but would become the property of the 
City if they choose to purchase the street lighting system.  
 
Councilman Smith asked Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan to provide a comparison of the three options 
provided by National Grid and SmartWatt to see a side by side comparison of all the variables.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he believes National Grid’s cost to convert the street lights would 
be a little over $100,000 and they would convert 20% in the first year so the City would realize savings right 
away. He asked if the reason why it shows no savings with the National Grid plan in the first year is because 
of other upfront costs.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that the negative $47,000 with the National Grid option assumes that the City will pay 
$55,000 for the first year of the estimated total of $175,000 plus the $20,000 fee owed to SmartWatt for 
performing the audit and not selecting them for the upgrade. He added that the City will see roughly $8,000 
per year of savings with 20% of the fixtures being updated.  
 
Mayor King stated that if a street light goes out now, National Grid sends someone to replace it but with 
SmartWatt’s option the City would have to hire someone to fix it. He asked if this would anticipate hiring 
another City employee.  
 
Mr. Scott Clark stated that in SmartWatt’s plan, there is a $22,000 placeholder for maintenance and if a street 
light goes out, the cost to repair would be included in that. He added that the City would not need to hire 
another employee and could just contract with a third-party for maintenance which is typically a certain number 
of hours per year.  
 
Mr. Bill Clark stated that he will send the full audit findings to DPW Director Trumbull for reference.  
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SPEAKER                                 BION SOBLOSKY                                                             

 

Mayor King stated that he would like to waive the rules to allow Bion Soblosky to speak with Council about 
issues that he has expressed to City Attorney Casale.  
 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to waive the rules and allow Mr. Soblosky to address Council; 
seconded by Councilman-At-Large DeSantis.  
                                       Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 
Bion Soblosky introduced himself as a local plumber who has lived in the area all his life and is 50 years old. 
He stated that his major concern here is that just today he took an oath to protect and serve just like all of the 
City Officials in attendance. Mr. Soblosky stated that his job is to bring water and sewer to his customers 
houses and to make sure no one gets sick from cross contamination or sewer back up issues. He added that he 
does a lot of sewer drain cleaning due to tree roots which is a big problem around here. Mr. Soblosky stated 
that he is here tonight because he is concerned with what has gone on in the past and while he won’t go into 
that, his ability to perform his job is being taken away because the City doesn’t protect him. Mr. Soblosky 
stated that he is never the cheapest plumber, he is middle of the road for pricing and that is not his problem. 
He reiterated that his major concern is that if the City can’t protect him, then he can’t protect the City. Mr. 
Soblosky stated that there is no backbone in the community and when someone has code violations they are 
let go or given time to pay off their fines. He added that the other day he got a seatbelt ticket and he wanted to 
argue about it with the Police Officer but then he realized that the officer was just doing his job and he is also 
just trying to do his job in the community. Mr. Soblosky stated that he is a plumber and is not the best speaker 
but the reason why he came tonight is because if the City doesn’t protect him then he cannot protect the City. 
He added that if the City isn’t willing to give fines like he received with the seat belt ticket then he cannot 
protect the City and work here. Mr. Soblosky added that there is a fine of only $250 if a plumber is caught 
doing work in the City without a license.  
 
Mayor King asked what Mr. Soblosky is suggesting to the City.  
 
Mr. Soblosky stated that he would like to see a $1,000 fine for plumbing without a license. He added that he 
is a professional in his field with 33 years of experience and hundreds of hours of continuing education. He 
added that he does not have all the solutions but it is up to him to understand the questions and someone told 
him that’s ridiculous for a plumbing fine but the average cost for a DWI is around $10,000. Mr. Soblosky 
stated that he had a long talk with Building Inspector Brandon Myers the other day because he sees what is 
going on in the City, he used to work for one of the largest HVAC companies in the United States, Service 
Experts, and he has seen substandard stuff. He added that he had a good Christian man say to him once that 
his work is tremendous and he works the hardest but asked if he could cut some corners and he responded that 
Christ was a Carpenter and how many corners did he cut. Mr. Soblosky stated that he has had numerous 
conversations with Mayor King and Mr. Rowback about this and it lays heavy on his heart because the City 
isn’t standing and saying this is wrong like when he received the seatbelt ticket and he began to argue with the 
officer who responded by saying if he wanted to argue then they could go into the station and then the light 
came on and he said to himself to shut his mouth, take the ticket and give it to his lawyer. He added that he 
cannot afford another seatbelt ticket on his insurance because he has commercial insurance and another ticket 
would mean that he would lose his insurance.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that to steer Mr. Soblosky back to his point, he would like to know what he is asking 
the City to do. 
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Mr. Soblosky stated that he would like to see a raise in the fine for substandard work, working without a permit 
or working with code violations to $1,000. 
 
Mayor King stated that this would be if Building Inspector Myers or a Code Enforcement Officer finds 
someone doing plumbing in a home without a license.  
 
Mr. Soblosky stated that a roofer or carpenter should also have a higher fine, as well, and while he is not asking 
that the City make electricians be licensed because it would never happen due to too much grandfathering in, 
electricians can cause as much damage or worse than plumbers. He added that he was electrocuted in 1998 
and his heart stopped once in the ambulance and once in the emergency room because he made a mistake and 
did something without thinking just like the morning that he rode up to Peck’s Lake to visit a friend and didn’t 
put on his seat belt. He compared this to his work as plumber being life or death because a gas leak could cause 
an explosion. Mr. Soblosky stated that he used to be the person who enjoyed a few cocktails but never wanted 
to face someone the next day in public whose kid died because he had a few drinks before driving and he 
would not want to face a Police Officers wife in the grocery store because he made the wrong choice. He added 
that life is all about choices.  
 
Mayor King asked if there are any questions for Mr. Soblosky and stated that they are clear on what he would 
like the City to do.  
 
Mr. Soblosky stated that at the end of the day, Building Inspector Myers still has to work here and that is why 
he is here on his own. He added that Building Inspector Myers is a great person but Mr. Soblosky does not 
care if anyone likes him or not because he is who he is. Mr. Soblosky stated that the City has to raise the bar 
and Building Inspector Myers mentioned that he brought up raising the fines before and it was dropped. He 
stated again that if the City isn’t going to protect him then he cannot protect the City.  
 
Councilman Smith asked if there are specific fines right now for the violations he is discussing.  
 
Mr. Soblosky stated that there is no backbone in the City.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he did not ask that.  
 
Mr. Soblosky stated that there is a $250 fine right now for plumbing without a license. He added that when 
thinking about the SmartWatt presentation earlier this evening, if the Plumbing Board or Building Inspector 
starts bringing in higher fines, it could help pay for the street lighting project. He added that the bottom line is 
that he really loves this community and while he is not from Gloversville and lives in Johnstown, he was able 
to join the Plumbers Board because he lives in the County. 
 
Mayor King stated that they understand what he is asking and will consider it. He thanked Mr. Soblosky for 
what he does for the community and stated that it is appreciated.  
 
Mr. Soblosky stated that he also appreciates Mayor King and he wants to see our community make the right 
choice.  
 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to put the rules back in order; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
                                       Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
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PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Mayor King advised: 
 

Members of the public wishing to address Council regarding any agenda item or other city business will be permitted to 
speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes.  Please do not direct remarks or questions directly to any specific Council member, 
city official, or presiding officer, as there is no exchange of dialogue during this portion of the meeting.  Personally offensive, 
abusive, slanderous, or boisterous remarks will not be allowed. 
 
Mayor King opened the Public Session at 6:46PM. 
 
Bion Soblosky stated that he would like to mention how they have previously discussed moving forward and 
the bottom line is that he works in the community every day and it is very important that the City improves the 
water and sewer infrastructure. He added that he knows the City seeks grants and has done a lot of work but 
this is another thing the City needs to see because this community is falling apart and he sees it every day.  
 
No one else chose to speak and Mayor King closed the Public Session at 6:47PM. 
 

AUDIT                                                                                                                                        MARCIA WEISS 
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis and Councilwoman Weiss performed the January 18, 2018 Audit covering the 
period of December 21, 2017 through January 18, 2018. The following was reported: 
 
 

Checks Processed During the Audit Period 
A-General Fund    $    1,173,513.81  
G-Sewer Fund     $       388,704.70 
H-Capital Projects Fund   $       653,922.08  
T – Trust & Agency Fund   $       490,932.60 
TOTAL     $    2,707,073.19 
 
Checks to be Processed after Council Approval of Audit 
A-General Fund    $       184,286.40 
G-Sewer Fund     $         13,537.79       
H-Capital Projects Fund              $                  0.00     
T- Trust & Agency Fund   $                  0.00          
TOTAL     $       197,824.19 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to approve the Audit; seconded by Councilman Simonds.          
                                    Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR & OTHER CITY OFFICIALS  
 

Councilwoman Marcia Weiss 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that she would like to request an Executive Session regarding the Employment 
History of a Particular Person.  
 
Councilman-At-Large Vincent DeSantis 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he emailed all Councilmembers a four-page document regarding 
the development of public spaces in Gloversville. He added that this came from a conversation with Carter 
Strickland, the National Trust of Public Land agent for upstate New York. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis 
stated that they are very interested not only is rural areas but in public property that could improve the quality 
of lives within cities and Mr. Strickland is interested in Gloversville. He added that Mr. Strickland asked for a 
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map of the City and some information on what City Officials would like to see happen to improve Gloversville. 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he spoke with DPW Director Trumbull and Downtown 
Development Specialist Jennifer Jennings and they would like to develop a scope of work as if money were 
no object. He added that it is a good exercise to talk about what our community could become if we had the 
wherewithal to do the updates that they would like to see. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that Mr. 
Strickland is interested in the Railtrail because a lot of public places are connected by the Railtrail from 
Parkhurst Field to Darling Field at the edges of the City. He added that DPW has done substantial work to 
update the Railtrail and Darling Field already. Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that Scott Henze with 
the County Planning Department is helping by submitting a map and photographs will also be submitted to see 
if the National Trust of Public Land is interested in taking a piece of the scope of work that is submitted. He 
added that the City could qualify for funding for improvements to park infrastructure.  
 
Councilman Smith asked what the perimeters are for this funding.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he does not know but he does know that it is a private foundation 
and if this money is from charitable donations to the organization then it could be used as a match for state 
funding. He added that an exercise like this makes Gloversville more grantable when other opportunities arise. 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he spoke with CDA Consultant Nick Zabawsky today and the 
Cayadutta Creek now qualifies as a waterfront and is available as a new grant opportunity for the City. He 
added that Mr. Zabawsky will be here to speak more about this at the next meeting.  
 
Councilwoman Batchelor asked if this will fit into the ten-million-dollar grant.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the Downtown Revitalization Initiative is a separate grant and is 
more specific because the funding is not Citywide and needs to be used in a very small area but that this 
exercise could help when applying for the DRI. 
 
City Clerk Jennifer Mazur  
City Clerk Mazur stated that as a follow up to a previous discussion with Council regarding adding an insert 
with the new Council Message into the April tax bills, the decision has to be made and given to the County by 
February 6, 2018. She added that the pricing for this year would be $198.70 for the 4,122 tax bills that are 
already being sent out and for the additional 1,603 addresses that do not receive a tax bill, the cost would be 
$1,049.50, $800 of that being postage. City Clerk Mazur explained that this does not include the postage for 
the 4,122 tax bills since that will have to be done regardless.  
 
Mayor King asked if the City would get a discounted rate on bulk mailings.  
 
Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that this would go through the County and we would be able to 
get a little better price on the postage.  
 
City Clerk Mazur stated that the 4,122 tax bills are posted in house but the additional 1,603 addresses would 
be done through the County as a total cost. She added that to add the additional paper to the tax bill is reasonable 
but the additional cost for postage on homes that do not receive a tax bill is high due to the extra postage.  
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Mayor King stated that the mailing needs to be all addresses or none, he would not want the 1,603 additional 
households to not get the information. He asked when the deadline was.  
 
City Clerk Mazur stated that by February 6 the final copy must be sent to the County.  
 
Councilman Smith asked what the response was when this was sent out previously with tax bills.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that it was not a huge response.  
 
Councilman Smith stated that he does not think it is worth it.  
 
Mayor King stated that it is our goal to help people be more informed and if it gets delivered in the mail with 
the tax bill, people are likely to open it and some will be more informed on who to contact in the City. He 
added that he believes it is worth the small investment.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that since he has been on Council, he has periodically sent out an update 
to around 50 households, mostly in the third ward and he does receive positive feedback. He added that it 
would be nice to increase the email listing because he believes people prefer emails over regular mail and he 
would like to have a master list of all email addresses and send something every couple months.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that he likes the idea of having people opt in to get the information because then 
it is certain that they have an interest, making it less of a waste of time. He added that he would like residents 
to email Council to let them know they are interested in knowing what is going on and he prefers using the 
resources that the City already has.  
 
Mayor King stated that the Police Department does have the Nixle alerts for road closures and it may be 
possible to send out an alert that updates are available and to direct them to the website. He added to keep a 
database of a few thousand people would be difficult but directing them to the website would be manageable. 
Mayor King stated that they could market through the newspaper or social media but mailing something is 
guaranteed to get to people at their homes.  
 
City Clerk Mazur stated that the letter could be reworked into more of a flyer promoting people to sign up for 
an e-newsletter.  
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that they did do that a couple years ago and some Councilmembers did put lists 
together from that but now when people contact her with a question she asks if they would like to sign up for 
emailed updates.  
 
City Clerk Mazur stated that a field could be added to the website for people to enter their email addresses to 
receive updates and it could be dispersed appropriately from there.  
 
Mayor King asked if it is worth spending the money to do the mailing this year.  
 
Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that he does not believe it is.  
 
Councilman Simonds stated that he would like to first try the ideas just discussed and have interested residents 
sign up on their own.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

12/26/2017       Council Meeting 
01/01/2018       Organizational Meeting  
01/09/2018       Work Session Meeting 
 
Councilman Siarkowski stated that in the January 9 minutes, on page two, he believes Shoe Show should be 
Shoe Depot.  
 
Mayor King stated that Shoe Show is the parent company that owns Shoe Depot.  
 
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to approve all minutes; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor. 
                                                                                                                 Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 
 RESOLUTION APPOINTING CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS WHITTEMORE, 

DOWEN & RICCIARDELLI, LLP, TO CONDUCT 2017 CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE AUDIT 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY AUDIT AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE LETTERS OF ENGAGEMENT 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds 
            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      7:05PM – 8:35PM                                                                    
 

Councilwoman Weiss made a Motion to go into an Executive Session at 7:05PM regarding Employment 
History of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 
                                                                          Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the Executive Session at 8:35PM; seconded by Councilman 
Simonds. 
              Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT                8:36PM 
 

A Motion was made by Councilman Siarkowski to adjourn the meeting at 8:36PM; seconded by 
Councilwoman Batchelor. 
                Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk  


