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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2016  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
 
  

 Mayor Dayton J. King     -     Presiding 
                                          

                 Councilman-At-Large     - James H. Robinson  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - absent 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present:  Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Susan 
Semione, Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen, Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie 
Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Donald Van Deusen, 
Transit Mobility Manager/Director William Walrath 
 

Department Heads Absent:  
 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                           6 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE              MAYOR KING 
 

Mayor King asked that Mario Albanese and Gerald Yost be remembered; recognizing both as dedicated 
public servants.   
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW POLICE OFFICERS                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN  
 

Police Chief Van Deusen recognized recent graduates from the Police Academy.  Police Officer Malinda 
Palmer and Police Officer Ryan Baker were introduced as the newest members of the Gloversville Police 
Department.  He noted that the Academy training lasts six months and provides intensive physical and 
mental challenges to prepare the Officers for the duties that they will face in their careers.   
 

SPEAKER               
 

Helen Thompson, Recreation Commission Chairwoman gave a brief synopsis of the Littauer Ice Skating 
Rink.  She noted that a 60x100 rink was purchased utilizing funds from a $10,000 Grant from the Littauer 
Foundation.  Ms. Thompson stated that 100 pairs of ice skates were purchased by the Recreation 
Commission for rental with the fee being $1/children and $2/adults and additional fundraisers include the 
sale of popcorn and hot chocolate.  She relayed that weather permitting the rink will be open with skate 
rental on Wednesdays from 3pm to 8pm and Saturdays from noon to 8pm; adding that the rink is open for 
use as well at other times without skate rentals.  She explained to the Council that her purpose tonight was 
to ask for Council approval to spend approximately $1,500-$1800 from Recreation Commission funds for a   
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new snow blower to assist in clearing the ice.  She advised that in years past members utilized their own 
equipment or shoveled the ice.  It was noted that storage of the snow blower would be at the shed onsite at 
the rink.  She asked for input from the DPW Director on purchasing a machine to suit the needs for clearing 
the snow; possibly with a 33 to 36 inch path and the ability to throw snow 30 feet. 
 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to set the rules aside to allow exchange of dialogue. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow exchange of dialogue with the 
Council/Department Heads; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.             Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays   
 

DPW Director Trumbull noted that a machine with the specifications she has listed could be purchased for 
approximately $1,500. 
 

Transit Director Walrath noted that his department purchased an 8HP/27”snow blower locally from True 
Value a few years ago.   
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion authorizing the Recreation Commission to utilize funds from their 
account up to $1,500 for the purchase of a snow blower; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
                                        Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman-at-Large 
Robinson.                                                                                                                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays   
 

Helen Thompson thanked the Council and DPW Director for the assistance they could provide for the 
purchase of the snow blower for the sole use of the Recreation Commission. 
 

MAYOR                                                                                                                                DAYTON KING             
 

Steele Avenue Extension Property 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to set the rules aside for Stan Kucel and Steve Mauro to speak regarding 
their property on Steele Avenue Extension which was recently annexed into the City. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow exchange of dialogue with the 
Council; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                            Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays  
 

Stan Kucel thanked the City Attorney and City Assessor for their assistance in obtaining the correct SBL # 
for their parcel and for the assistance from all who are working to move forward with DOT for a possible 
new road at the site.  
 

City Attorney Casale stated that R-3 in tonight’s legislation is similar to the Resolution passed on 12/22/15; 
however, noted that the SBL # has been corrected and will thus replace the prior document.  
  
Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
                                                                                                                                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays   
Public Health Officer 

Mayor King asked for a Motion to approve his appointment of Dr. Kevin Cope as the City’s Public Health 
Officer with a term ending 12/31/16 for the amount of $1,000.  He thanked City Clerk Semione for her 
assistance in finding a new Public Health Officer and for doing so at a savings of $5,000 annually. 
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to appoint Dr. Kevin Cope at the City’s Public Health Officer; 
seconded by Councilman Smith.                                                                               Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Request for Parking Change 

Mayor King stated that he was approached by a business owner on West Fulton Street who asked to modify 
the parking in front of her business to allow parking for more than the allotted two hours.   
 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that there are multiple adjacent City parking lots in that area and found no 
need to modify the existing parking Ordinance.   
 

Councilman Smith noted that no business owner should personally parking in front of their establishment 
as it would take away from available parking for their customers, noting two hours was sufficient. 
 

Police Chief Van Deusen stated that there would be no benefit to changing the parking on W. Fulton Street.  
 

All Council Members were in agreement not to modify the current parking Ordinance on W. Fulton Street. 
 
 

POLICE                                                                                                   CHIEF DONALD VAN DEUSEN                
 

Police Chief Donald VanDeusen asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report, adding 
that he was providing the Council the report in a printed version; noting it was normally sent by e-mail.   
 

Councilman Smith suggested the Monthly Police Report be distributed on a quarterly report with all 
departmental reports being distributed in March, June, September and December.   
 

All Council members were in agreement to receive the data in that timeframe.  
 
Request for an Executive Session  

Police Chief Van Deusen asked that a Motion be made for a brief Executive Session to be held at the end of 
the meeting to discuss the employment history of a particular person.  
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                       CHIEF THOMAS GROFF 
 

Monthly Report 

Fire Chief Groff asked if there were any questions regarding the monthly fire report.  No questions were 
asked.   He noted that he was pleased with the report timeframe change this Council has approved.   
 

Former Methodist Church on Bleecker Square 

Regarding the former church on Bleecker Square, Chief Groff behooved the Council Members to review 
photos as well as schedule a time with either him or Building Inspector Myers to tour the current condition 
of the building.  He noted that when the windows were removed, a lot of interior damage was done.   
 

City Attorney Casale advised he would address the topic in more depth later in the meeting. 
 

Public Safety Secretary 

Chief Groff stated that during 2016 budget discussions, the former Council approved a Secretary for his 
department.   He noted that after discussions with the Mayor and Commissioner of Finance he felt his 
department would be better served by a Public Safety Secretary.   
 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen stated that the CSEA pay difference from a Secretary to a Public 
Safety Secretary was approximately $5,900 and a budget modification would be brought to an upcoming 
meeting.   
 

Councilman Simonds made a Motion to modify the position from a Secretary to a Public Safety Secretary 
for the Fire Department with the increased compensation; seconded by Councilman DeSantis.  
                                                                                                                                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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FINANCE                                               COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRUCE VAN GENDEREN 
 

Change in Job Classification 

Commissioner of Finance Bruce Van Genderen stated that his department has a vacancy in the Principal 
Account Clerk position.  He noted that he was looking to change the classification for that CSEA position 
with Civil Service to a Financial Records Clerk which has a pay rate approximately $2.50 less per hour.   
 

Councilman Simonds inquired why the position of a Principal Account Clerk is no longer needed. 
 

Finance Commissioner Van Genderen advised that at the time he started he did not have a Deputy 
Commissioner of Finance and the need for a Principal Account Clerk for tasks above and beyond a 
Financial Records Clerk job description was necessary which the situation no longer exists.     
 

Updating the City’s Five Year Plan 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen stated that he would be providing the Council with an updated 
five year plan which includes the following estimated information based on projected plans for the City: 
   -labor costs with union contractual raises and retiree payments   
   -fringe benefits  
   -anticipated revenue  
   -capital projects 
   -inflation of operating costs  
   -debt service (bonds) 
 
Tax Bills 

Commissioner of Finance Van Genderen stated that his department is preparing information to be included 
on tax bills to be mailed April 1 including: abatements, accounts receivables and water delinquency fees. 
 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he would like to include a sheet to be inserted with the tax bills that 
included the names of the Council Member for each ward along with their contact information; noting it 
was a good way to reach out to the taxpayers. 
 

Commissioner Van Genderen noted he would reach out to the County to check the feasibility in doing such. 
 

DPW                                                                                                                                DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Trumbull stated that his first week has gone well.  He noted that he is getting to know his 
staff and has been conducting 15-20 minutes interviews with each of them to find out what functions they 
perform.  He noted that snow removal is a priority as is keeping Main Street clear.   
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                              JONI DENNIE 
 

Assessor Joni Dennie advised that she is currently working on the amounts to be added onto the Business 
Improvement District (BID) property tax bills.   
 

Regarding BID, City Clerk Semione asked if the Council would like to appoint a BID Liaison at this time. 
 

Councilman DeSantis volunteered to represent the Council at BID Meetings held on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 8AM and to provide the Council with an update of information discussed. 
 

TRANSIT                                                                                                                 WILLIAM WALRATH 
 

Transit Mobility Manager William Walrath asked if there were any questions regarding his monthly report.  
No questions were posed.   He stated that he would provide ridership reports on a quarterly basis.   
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CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                     ANTHONY CASALE 
 

 

Former Methodist Church on Bleecker Square 

City Attorney Casale advised that a representative from the “Church of God of Prophecy”, the owner of the 
former Methodist Church on Bleecker Square, was scheduled to attend this meeting; however, needed to 
cancel due to illness.  He noted that the owner wishes to speak to the Council regarding the substantial fines 
that were imposed for removing the stained glass windows from the building, the taxes that are due and the 
feasibility of either reinstalling the windows or replacing them.  He noted the owner hoped to attend the 
Council Meeting on 01/26/16.     
 

Attorney Casale stated that before any representative from the Church addressed the Council there would 
be a building walkthrough with church leaders as well as an Executive Session.     
 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he would make a Motion at the end of the meeting to go into an Executive 
Session to discuss pending litigation.   
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 

 

Councilman Wrandy Siarkowski/Ward 6 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that he has heard that the Gloversville Water Board was considering 
removing the fluoridation from its water supply and noted that he was against doing so as it could present 
dental health danger to our residents.  He noted this discussion stems from the City of Johnstown’s 
consideration of hooking into the City water lines in an area on Bloomingdale Avenue where they have low 
pressure and having a Local Law that states they will not have fluoride in their water.  He expressed 
concern that the Smart Waters legislation did not make provisions for modifying the water we would 
provide, adding that this is the product we have available to sell. 
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson advised that it was his understanding that the Water Board has made no 
decision to move forward with fluoridation removal until they get a ruling from the NYS Department of 
Health on the feasibility of doing such. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to set the rules aside to allow Gloversville Water Board President 
Steven Mauro to speak; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                    Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays   
 

Mr. Mauro stated that the City has added fluoridation to its water supply for 35-40 years.  He noted that 
there are multiple studies available questioning if it is beneficial to do so now that fluoride is readily 
available in toothpaste and mouthwash.  He relayed that the NYS Department of Health is coming out with 
a set of rules to address necessary measures if a municipality chooses to remove fluoride from its water. 
 

Councilman DeSantis advised that the Common Council has no jurisdiction over the Water Board which is 
an elected body.   He noted any changes they made would require a Public Hearing as well as a 
Referendum Vote. 
 

Mayor King noted that he was not in favor of removing fluoridation from Gloversville’s water, noting he 
was in favor of the County growing; however, not at the City’s expense.   
 

City Attorney Casale noted that in the year and a half discussion with the County regarding Smart Waters, 
the topic of fluoride or its removal was never discussed. 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to put the rules back in place; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  
                                                                                                                                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays   
 



                                                                                                          Minutes-Work Session Meeting 01/12/16              

 6

 

 

Councilman Steven Smith/Ward 4 

Councilman Smith stated that he along with Councilwoman Weiss, Councilman DeSantis and newly 
appointed Gloversville-Johnstown Joint Wastewater Board Members Bobbi Trudel, P.E. and DPW Director 
Dale Trumbull toured the G-J Joint Wastewater Treatment Facility.  He called the plant innovative, clean 
and an excellent example of Intermunicipal cooperation which began with discussions in 1964 and came to 
fruition in the early 70’s and noted it’s twenty five employees do a great job in running the plant. 
  

Councilman Siarkowski, also a G-J Joint Wastewater Board Member, noted that the facility is a model that 
municipalities nationwide seek to duplicate its many proven successful endeavors.   
 
 
Councilman Arthur Simonds/Ward 2 

Councilman Simonds stated that the Blight Committee would meet on Thursday, January 21st at 2PM.   
 

Councilman DeSantis stated that he has met with members of the Blight Committee to be brought up to 
speed on the progress that has been made.  He noted that he was impressed by what has been accomplished 
by the Committee and stated that the City is on the verge of attacking this problem with the end result being 
the capability to solve many other problems within the City.  He relayed that while campaigning there was 
a common sentiment from residents of the need to do something about the City’s blight. 
 
Councilman Simonds announced that the Public Safety Committee (DeSantis/Simonds/Zarrelli) would 
meet on Tuesday, February 2nd at 6:30PM in the employee lounge with the meeting being open to the 
public.   
 

 

 

Councilwoman Marcia Weiss/Ward 1 

Councilwoman Weiss stated that in the fall of 2015 the City hired Betsy Emery to design/re-develop the 
City’s website.  She noted that because the new website is not as user friendly to modify to add material to 
each department it was her recommendation to contract with the web designer to complete necessary 
changes.   
 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan stated that she has been quoted $150/month for this 
service or $50/weekly.  She added that this service would be paid for by the Finance Department under 
Contracts and Agreements. 
 

All Council Members agreed to get the website up to date with necessary information for the $150/month 
rate with the possibility of decreasing the service when the work was not needed as frequently.  
 
 
Mayor Dayton King 

Mayor King encouraged all interested Council Members to attend the NYCOM (New York Conference of 
Mayors) Winter Legislation Meeting to be held 02/07/16 – 02/09/16 in Albany.  He noted that there is a 
wealth of shared information and networking available.   
 
Councilwoman Weiss stated that she and Councilman Smith have been taking advantage of the “Municipal 
Government for Rookies” webinars with many informative topics being discussed. 
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LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHANGE IN RESOLUTION 81-2011 FOR 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR DALE R. TRUMBULL 
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 

Intro R-2 RESOLUTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF PORTABLE 

SPEED DISPLAY SIGN(S)  
Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

 

Intro R-3 RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING INTENTION TO ACCEPT OWNERSHIP AND 

MAINTENANCE OF ROADWAY  
Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.              Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

 

Intro R-4  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TO 

EXECUTE A BUDGET MODIFICATION RELATED TO A DONATION MADE TO 

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT  
Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss. Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays 
 

Discussion:  Police Chief Van Deusen explained that former Police Officer Kevin Orcutt who transferred 
to the NYS Police thanked the City for his start in law enforcement with this generous donation to purchase 
a shotgun for the Gloversville Police Department.        
 

Intro R-5 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS FOR YEARS 2016-2017  
Motion made by Councilman-at-Large Robinson; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                      7:09PM-8:40PM                                                      
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 7:09PM to discuss the 
employment history of a Particular Person; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
                                                                                                                                    Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow the City Attorney, Police Chief and Finance 
Commissioner to be present in the Executive Session; seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.  
                                                                                                                                    Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

The Finance Commissioner and Police Chief exited the meeting at 7:26PM.  
 
Councilman DeSantis made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 7:27PM to discuss 
Pending Litigation; seconded by Councilman Simonds.                                           Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow the City Attorney to be present in the Executive Session; 
seconded by Councilman-at-Large Robinson.                                                           Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 8:40PM; seconded 
by Councilman Simonds.                                                                                           Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 

Councilman-at-Large Robinson made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40PM; seconded by 
Councilman Simonds.                                                                                                Carried 6 Ayes - 0 Nays  
 
 
 

 Susan Semione, City Clerk  


