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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING  

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019 

6:00 P.M.; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 

 
  

Councilman-At-Large Vincent DeSantis     -     Presiding 
                        
                 Councilman-At-Large     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven Smith   - present   

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Assessor Joni Dennie, City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk 

Jennifer Mazur, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief 

Marc Porter, Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 
 

Department Heads Absent:  DPW Director Dale Trumbull 
 

                                   2019 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis called the meeting to order at 6:00PM. 
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                         7 PRESENT 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                           
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMON COUNCIL                                                                                      
 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that there is currently a vacancy in the Mayor’s position and asked if 

Council would like to fill that seat.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds to fill the vacant Mayor’s seat; seconded by Councilwoman 

Batchelor.  

                  Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to appoint Councilman-At-Large Vincent DeSantis as the Mayor 

to fulfill the role for the year of 2019; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis asked if there were any other nominations and none were suggested.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to allow Councilman-At-Large DeSantis to recuse from the vote; 

seconded by Councilwoman Weiss.  

                  Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Roll Call Vote to appoint Councilman-At-Large DeSantis as Mayor:  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Councilman Siarkowski, Councilman Simonds, Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Weiss, 

Councilman Zarrelli, Councilwoman Batchelor  

CITY OFFICIALS 
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Voting Nay:  

Recused: Councilman-At-Large DeSantis 

Absent:  

 

Mayor DeSantis asked if there was a motion to fill the vacancy now created for the Councilman-At-Large 

position.  

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss to fill the vacant Councilman-At-Large seat; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds.  

                  Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Motion made by Councilwoman Weiss to appoint Councilman Steven Smith as the Councilman-At-Large 

to fulfill the role for the year of 2019; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

 

Mayor DeSantis asked if there were any other nominations and none were suggested.  

 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski to allow Councilman Smith to recuse from the vote; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds.  

                  Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Roll Call Vote to appoint Councilman Smith as Councilman-At-Large:  

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Voting Aye: Councilman Siarkowski, Councilman Simonds, Councilwoman Weiss, Councilman Zarrelli, 

Councilwoman Batchelor  

Voting Nay:  

Recused: Councilman Smith  

Absent:  

                   Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

SWEARING IN CEREMONIES                      
  

MAYOR  

Vincent DeSantis – sworn into office by Judge Traci DiMezza  

term ending: December 31, 2019      
 

COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE  

Steven Smith – sworn into office by Judge Traci DiMezza 

term ending: December 31, 2019      
 

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS                                          MAYOR 
 

“First, I would like to go back and give a little background, during the first decade of this century, the City 

of Gloversville was in what would commonly be called a tailspin. We had revenues that were badly 

depleted, and those financial shortfalls caused a constriction in services and manpower. The reason this is 

called a tailspin is because a community can enter a feedback move of decline. To describe that, the 

financial shortfall necessitates austerity measures, the austerity measures result in hollowing out the city 

services, laying off people, and services then suffer, making the city less attractive. Then you have less 

investment in the city, there is a decline in population from people moving out and that shrinks the tax base 

which further reduces revenues. It is called a tailspin because it is almost impossible to get out of. After 

2010, there was a remarkable turnaround, without any major bailout from outside, the city of Gloversville 

bootstrapped itself out of that cycle and rebuilt its financial integrity to the point where we are now. We are 
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able to fund our departments with needed equipment, additional personnel and we substantially increased 

the strength of the police department. We have achieved significant economic gain which has increased 

property tax revenue and sales tax revenue was up substantially in 2017 and 2018. We have also built a 

robust fund balance that is a rainy-day fund. I am sure that it took an awful lot of work and a lot of focus to 

do this, but it was an amazing turn around in the course of those several years.  

 

I want to express how grateful I am to not only the department heads and the staff that worked during those 

years but the elected officials that were on the council during that time. It was not an easy thing to do and is 

almost impossible to get yourself out of a tailspin and this is a remarkable achievement. It took a 

tremendous amount of physical discipline and ingenuity to do that. I really want to express my gratitude 

because I have the privilege of sitting here when we are at a point of being able to invest in Gloversville’s 

future. There are three people on this council that were serving during that time, Wrandy Siarkowski of the 

sixth ward, Jay Zarrelli of the fifth ward and Art Simonds of the second ward. I want to express my 

personal gratitude to them and their colleagues who served during that time. I want to tell you that I am 

personally very happy that Art Simonds is here because of all the people connected with the city 

government, Art Simonds is the only one who is older than me. In the last few years, not only have we been 

in the position to invest but we have made tremendous headway in doing that. We have completed a 

comprehensive plan update, we have a new form-based overlay which is our new zoning ordinances, we 

have three of our census tracts designated as opportunity zones, which create substantial federal tax breaks 

for development. We are moving forward with the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan, which 

encompasses neighborhoods on both sides of the Cayadutta Creek all the way through the city. This could 

be a significant incentive for redevelopment in those neighborhoods. We have partnered with Fulton 

County CRG to establish a Gloversville loan fund which is a low interest loan fund for development in the 

city. The CRG has moved to downtown Gloversville and is in the process of developing a business 

incubator at its site and the groundbreaking will be very soon. We just adopted a downtown development 

strategy and are ready to begin implementation. We have also partnered with Liberty Affordable Housing 

in constructing a 9 million-dollar, 37 unit, residential complex on the site of the old high school. Just within 

the last 18 months we have been awarded over 3 million-dollars in grants for both public and private 

projects.  

 

In the year ahead, I would like to continue this process with certain specific emphasis, remembering the 

description of the tailspin, it is a feedback move, that syndrome of the tailspin is always waiting to pounce 

on us because every year it costs more to run the city. Labor, equipment and supplies all cost more yearly. 

In order to provide the same services, costs always go up. There is only one way for the city to stay alive 

and that is to make sure that the revenues increase at a greater or equal rate than the costs. Some costs are 

out of our control, such as medical insurance, for example. The only way to do that without raising taxes is 

to achieve growth. Growth is the goal. We must do that to provide high quality services to the people of the 

city and to start lowering the tax rate incrementally. Growth in population and growth in the value of 

buildings increases the tax base. With more people, more property and more value, the rate tends to go 

down. Growth in business opportunity and business activity, increases the sales tax revenue. What I want to 

do is move aggressively towards marketing the city, but that marketing will be specifically targeted to what 

is called the creative class; small enterprises that produce specialized product and usually sold over the 

internet. This may sound like a fringe part of the economy, but the creative economy today represents 1.4 

billion dollars annually in the capital region alone. Over 47,000 people in the capital region are employed 

in the creative economy so this creative economy is significant. It is projected that by 2030 the creative 

economy will represent 34% of the entire U.S. economy. As you can see, the city that is able to attract the 

creative class will flourish for years to come. These are generally young people who are fairly well 

educated and have the smarts to develop their own enterprises and want to live in a place that is livable. In 

order to attract the creative class, we intend to market the city, Gloversville is not a very hard sell when 
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looking at it on a map but one of the things that we have to become is marketable. A neighborhood with 

one or two blighted or vacant houses makes that neighborhood unmarketable.  

 

One of the most important things that I can do in this office over this year will be to ramp up a more 

aggressive enforcement of our building codes. At the same time, we hope to increase the amount that we 

receive in UDAC funding. We receive about $400,000 a year in UDAC funding. This allows us to re-grant 

that money to income qualified homeowners so that somebody who owns a house and is income qualified, 

can receive a grant for needed improvements; roof, windows, siding, furnace. Things that make that 

property livable and comfortable, things that improve the neighborhood that the property is in. That 

$400,000 a year does not go far enough because we have a ten-year waiting list of income qualified people 

in Gloversville that want to receive those grants. Councilman Zarrelli and I are committed to going to 

Albany to try to raise Gloversville’s profile to see if we can receive more money for things of that nature. 

The other thing that we want to focus on is attacking our Brownfield sites and we have several. I had a 

meeting this morning with Lisa Nagel, who will be doing the LWRP along with other grant writers, and we 

are all on the same page. I left that meeting feeling very good because there are tremendous opportunities 

for the city to receive some funding, not just for remediation but redevelopment of the areas around those 

sites so I am very hopeful in respect to that. Sometimes people say things like ‘I don’t think Gloversville 

could ever be better than it is’ and people are focused on the day-to-day things that are very important, such 

as keeping the streets plowed, but Gloversville can be much better than it is, and we are going to be able to 

do that.  

 

I want to close by telling you a story, years ago when my children were small, I was in my law office. I got 

a call from one of my classmates from law school who was practicing law in the city, I went to law school 

in New York City, at St John’s University. He asked what I was doing up here and I said, ‘well, it’s about 3 

in the afternoon and I’m thinking about leaving a little early today to take the kids up to the lake swimming 

before supper’. And he said, ‘I represent a lot of rich people down here and I don’t know any of them that 

can do that.’ Just think about that, if we created a vibrant city with a vibrant downtown and handsome 

looking treelined streets with good houses, this place has got quality of life that you don’t find in any other 

place. I want to say also that I approach this office with a tremendous amount of trepidation because there 

are so many things that we don’t have any control over, that could hit us at any time, but I can promise you 

that I am going to do the best I can for the time that I am here. It is only 10 months before voters decide 

who will be mayor, but while I am here, I promise you that I am going to put all my effort into this. Thank 

you”  
 

COMMON COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                           
 

Councilman-At-Large Smith stated that committee appointments would typically be made at this time but 

with the unusual nature of the situation and with one vacant council chair, he would suggest waiting until 

the next council meeting when a fourth ward council appointment could be made. Councilman-At-Large 

Smith stated that he does have an option in mind to fill the vacancy and asked that anyone with other 

interested parties to bring those forth. He noted that he would prefer until the council is whole to appoint 

committees seeing as the new councilmember would sit on some of the boards.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that this appointed position is open to the public and can be advertised.  

 

Councilman-At-Large Smith stated that he would like to make one committee appointment tonight for the 

Audit Committee. He noted that there will be an audit held before the next council meeting and he will 

assign himself to that committee in Mayor DeSantis’ place.  

 

Councilman-At-Large Smith made the following appointments to Standing Committees:  
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Audit Committee 

Appointed to the Audit Committee:  

Councilman-at-Large Smith and Councilwoman Weiss 
 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE COMMON COUNCIL  
 

City Clerk - Jennifer Mazur             01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
 

Deputy City Clerk – Kristy Kemmet       01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

APPOINTMENTS MADE BY THE MAYOR WITH COUNCIL CONFIRMATION                                      
 

Deputy Commissioner of Finance – Maryann Reppenhagen   01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

City Attorney – Anthony Casale, Esq.        01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

DPW Director – Dale Trumbull       01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Registrar of Vital Records – Kristy Kemmet      01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Deputy Registrar of Vital Records – Jennifer Mazur     01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Bingo Inspector – Det. Sgt. Richard Richardson      01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Public Health Officer – Dr. Kevin Cope       01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

Motion made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli. 

                   Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

      Note: an asterisk (*) before a name denotes a request to be reappointed and requires a vote. 

 

 Assessment Board of Review                               
    Lynn Galarneau    term expires 09/30/21   

    Janette Ryder    term expires 09/30/23 

    Dennis Hinman    term expires 09/30/19 

    G. Jeremiah Ryan   term expires 09/30/20 

    Deir’tra Baker    term expires 09/30/22 
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 Examining Board of Plumbers           
                                       Glen Valachovic   term expires 12/31/20 

    Richard Palsgraf   term expires 12/31/20  

    *Bion Soblosky    term expires 12/31/21 

       Motion to re-appoint Bion Soblosky made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

                        Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 Historic Preservation Review Board          
   Note: One vacancy currently exists on this board                         

                                       Ryan Lorey    term expires 12/31/20 

    Julie Frasier    term expires 12/31/19    

    *James Morrison   term expires 12/31/23  

    *John Blackmon   term expires 12/31/23 

      Motion to re-appoint James Morrison and John Blackmon made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 Housing Authority Board of Commissioners         
 Note:  Mayor appoints 5 Commissioners to 5-year terms.  Residents elect two Resident Commissioners to 2-year terms. 

    John Poling    term expires 05/09/22 

    John Castiglione   term expires 06/13/21 

         Gail Ryan    term expires 09/26/19 

    Marcia Weiss    term expires 12/31/21 

    Amanda Ossenfort                                   term expires 08/14/20  

         Diane Sauve    term expires 06/19/20 Resident Commissioner   

 

 Gloversville-Johnstown Joint Wastewater Board/Gloversville      
                                       Dale Trumbull    term expires 12/31/20 

    Wrandy Siarkowski   term expires 12/31/19  

    *Bobbi Trudel, P. E.   term expires 12/31/21 

      Motion to re-appoint Bobbi Trudel, P.E. made by Councilman-At-Large Smith; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski. 

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 Planning Board            

  Note: One alternate vacancy currently exists on this board     

    Jonathan Kluska    term expires 12/31/21 

                                       Matthew Donde    term expires 12/31/20 

                                       Peter Semione    term expires 12/31/20 

    *James Anderson   term expires 12/31/23   

    *Geoffrey Peck    term expires 12/31/23 

         Brandon Myers, Advisor 

         Sean Geraghty, County Planner 

Motion to re-appoint James Anderson and Geoffrey Peck made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 Zoning Board of Appeals           
    Patricia VanSlyke   term expires 12/31/20 

    David Esler    term expires 12/31/20 

    Jeffrey Ashe    term expires 12/31/19 

    *Frederick Bochenek   term expires 12/31/23 

       Steven Cirillo    term expires 12/31/21 

      Ronald Sutler – alternate  term expires 12/31/20 

          Brandon Myers, Advisor  

 Motion to re-appoint Frederick Bochenek made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 Recreation Commission           

   Note:  Two board member and two youth member vacancies currently exist on this board             
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                                       Jarrod Johnson    term expires 12/31/20 

                                       Bruce Logan Barclay   term expires 12/31/20 

                                       Jeremy Krajewski   term expires 12/31/20 

    Samantha Yates    term expires 12/13/19 

    *Larry Snyder    term expires 12/31/21 

 Motion to re-appoint Larry Snyder made by Councilman Simonds; seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.  

Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

      

 Transit Commission                                                                 

   Note:  One to three vacancies currently exist on this commission 

      All appointments expire at the end of the current calendar year  
      *Christine Benson    
     *Louise Pendl  

     *Roger Williams 

      *Imari Shaw 

Motion to re-appoint Christine Benson, Louise Pendl, Roger Williams and Imari Shaw made by Councilman Zarrelli; 

seconded by Councilman Siarkowski.  

Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 
 

Water Board           

 Elected Officials/Vacancies filled by Mayor with Council Approval   

    Robert Shell    term expires 12/31/21 

    James Isabella    term expires 12/31/21 

    James H. Robinson   term expires 12/31/21 

    Steve Mauro    term expires 12/31/19 

    Gary Antonucci    term expires 12/31/19 

 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE COMMON COUNCIL 
   

Ethics Board            
Note:  Two board member vacancies currently exist on this board  

    *Helen Thompson   term expires 12/31/21  

    *John Pomeroy    term expires 12/31/21 

                                                    G. Jeremiah Ryan   term expires 12/31/20 

Motion to re-appoint Helen Thompson and John Pomeroy made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Community Development Agency Board                                                              
 All appointments expire at the end of the current calendar year     

    *Ronald Briggs 

    *Vincent DeSantis 

    *Janette Ryder 

    *Judy Flanger 

    *Debbie San Juan 

Mayor DeSantis stated that the Mayor is to sit on the CDA board and he would like to suggest having Dayton King removed 

and himself added in place.  

 

Motion to remove Dayton King and appoint Mayor DeSantis made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds.  

Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Motion to re-appoint Ronald Briggs, Janette Ryder, Judy Flanger and Debbie San Juan made by Councilman Siarkowski; 

seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
                                                                             

APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL APPROVAL 
 

 City Historian  

  James Morrison      01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 
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 Police Matrons 

  Paula Christensen      01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

    Patricia Cooper      01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

  Pat Halley      01/01/2019 through 12/31/2019 

  

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES 

Motion made by Councilman Zarrelli; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor  

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-2  

 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER 

Motion to allow Councilman Siarkowski to recuse himself from the vote made by Councilman Zarrelli; 

seconded by Councilman Simonds 

           Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Motion to consider the resolution made by Councilwoman Weiss; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor 

           Carried 5 Ayes – 0 Nays 
Intro R-3  

 RESOLUTION DESIGNATING LEGAL LINE RATE FOR 2019 

Motion made by Councilwoman Batchelor; seconded by Councilman Simonds  

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

 

Intro R-4  

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE 2019 RULES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF GLOVERSVILLE 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilwoman Weiss  

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                          
 

ADJOURNMENT                                  6:32PM 
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:32PM made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman 

Simonds.  

           Carried 6 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


