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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION MEETING OF THE 

GLOVERSVILLE COMMON COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 09, 2018  

6:00PM; COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 
  

         Mayor Dayton J. King – Presiding 
                                         

                 Councilman-At-Large     - Vincent DeSantis  - present 

 Ward 1    - Marcia Weiss   - present 

 Ward 2    - Arthur Simonds  - present 

 Ward 3     - Elizabeth Batchelor  - present 

 Ward 4    - Steven E. Smith  - present 

 Ward 5     - Jay Zarrelli   - present 

 Ward 6    - Wrandy Siarkowski  - present 
 

Department Heads Present: City Attorney Anthony Casale, City Clerk Jennifer Mazur, Commissioner of 

Finance Tammie Weiterschan, DPW Director Dale Trumbull, Fire Chief Thomas Groff, Police Chief Marc Porter, 

Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren 

 

Department Heads Absent: City Assessor Joni Dennie 

 

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:02PM            
 

COUNCIL ROLL CALL VIA THE CLERK                                                                                  7 PRESENT  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE                     MAYOR KING 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT                      CHIEF MARC PORTER     
 

Police Chief Marc Porter stated that tonight is a very special yet bittersweet night for the Police Department 

because they are saying goodbye to their Captain, Michael Scott, who is retiring this Thursday and he would like 

to honor his dedication and years of service to the Police Department tonight. Police Chief Porter stated that he 

is also excited to have the seven new Police Officers who just graduated from the Police Academy on January 

fifth, joining the ranks and getting to work by serving the public and making the community safer. He added that 

Captain Scott’s last official duty for the Police Department will be administering the Oath of Office to three new 

Police Officers who will be going to the Police Academy on January 16.  

 

Police Chief Porter read a proclamation honoring Captain Scott for 16 years of service with the Gloversville 

Police Department, with a career beginning in October of 2000 as a Police Officer. He stated that Captain Scott 

spent over 27 years as a law enforcement officer in the State of New York and also served in the United States 

Navy from 1986 to 1990 and served in the New York Air National Guard from 1991 to 2004. Police Chief Porter 

went on to read that Captain Scott was promoted to the rank of Police Sergeant in October of 2012 and then 

promoted to Police Captain in February of 2016. Police Chief Porter stated that Captain Scott took an oath to 

support the constitution of the State of New York and the Constitution of the United States, an oath that he never 

broke and honorably served for 27 years.  

 

Captain Scott stated that it has been his honor to serve in the City of Gloversville, the Police Department has been 

able to do great things due to a lot of hard work and to the support received to the Police Department and he is 

very grateful for that. He thanked all City Officials for the support he and the Police Department has received 

over the years. Captain Scott stated that he has no regrets and he hopes that he is never in need of police service 

CITY OFFICIALS 



                                                                                                                 Minutes-Work Session Meeting 01/09/18                                                                                         

 2 

because the only one that he would want to answer that call is a Gloversville Police Officer. Captain Scott thanked 

his wife, son and daughter for all their support and stated that he will always treasure the people closest to him.  

 

Police Chief Porter presented Captain Scott with his retirement credentials which included a retirement ID and a 

retired police captain badge.  

 

Police Chief Porter asked the seven recruits to come to the front of the room. He stated that in July of 2017 he 

introduced six of the seven recruits, adding one before the academy started and wanted to now recognize and 

acknowledge the hard work of the seven new officers over the past six months of training. Police Chief Porter 

stated that they endured a physically and mentally challenging training at the New York State Zone 5 Regional 

Law Enforcement Training Academy that they completed on January 5. He added that he is very happy with the 

results from this training over the years and looks forward to tremendous things from this group. Police Chief 

Porter stated that putting seven recruits through at once is something that he is not sure has been done before and 

he would like to thank the staff who managed this process from start to end. He added that he is very proud of the 

seven graduates and cannot wait to have them out on the streets and wanted to acknowledge the beginning of their 

law enforcement careers.  

 

Captain Scott then called the three new recruits to the front of the room and administered the Oath of Office. 

 

Mayor King stated that Captain Scott is a great Police Officer but above all, a great friend, husband and father. 

He thanked Captain Scott and stated that he will be missed greatly. Mayor King addressed the new Police Officers 

regarding how important it is to have their families support this evening and appreciates everyone who came out 

to support the Gloversville Police Department.  

 

Police Chief Porter stated that he would like to thank City Clerk Jenni Mazur for putting together the 

proclamations and getting everything ready when needed.  
 

MAYOR                      DAYTON J. KING 
 

Mayor Dayton King stated that he was asked to present a proclamation recognizing the City of Gloversville 

School Choice Week. Mayor King read the proclamation which stated that all children in the City should have 

access to the highest quality education and Gloversville recognizes the important role that effective education 

plays for preparing all students to be successful adults. He went on to read that a quality education is critically 

important to the economic vitality of the City of Gloversville. Mayor King stated that it is very important that the 

City of Gloversville supports our school system.  

 

Mayor King stated that an Executive Session will be required at the end of the meeting for Contracts and 

Negotiations and would like to include the members of CSEA that are in attendance, Mr. Herbert, their 

representative and Bryan Goldberger, the City’s labor attorney.   
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                                                   CHIEF THOMAS GROFF     
 

Fire Chief Thomas Groff asked if there were any questions on the quarterly report.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the report showed 11 million dollars of estimated value for building 

permits in 2017 and asked if that was an unusual amount.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that he did not have the exact numbers for previous years but that is a high amount due to 

large projects involving a substantial amount of money. He added that there has been a lot of rehab and 

maintenance projects, as well.  

 

Mayor King stated that the Estee project, Shoe Show and the library were all very big projects in 2017. 
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Councilman Smith stated he noticed on the vacant property report, 119 buildings have not been registered yet. He 

added that when the law was first passed for vacant properties they were at about 90% not registered and that now 

is down to about 50% and while that is progress, he asked what the department will do to get the remainder 

registered.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that the main issue is serving the owners because most do not live in the County. He added 

that he has a meeting set up to speak with City Attorney Casale about something in the statute that would allow 

the City to add the fees onto the City taxes but there is a loophole as far as getting to do this. Fire Chief Groff 

stated that he would like to do this for the people that are not complying, if they can.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if the majority of the ones left to register are unable to be contacted.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that there are a multitude of reasons why homes are vacant but most are either estate 

properties or the owners are not in the area.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if there is a way for the City to get ahold of the remaining owners through the tax 

structure.  

 

City Attorney Casale stated that they are meeting on Friday on this issue and he will need to know more specifics 

based on the properties. He added that worst case scenario, the City could publish the information in the newpaper 

but there is a limited set of circumstances where a court would approve that method and will need to work on this 

on a case by case basis. 

 

Councilman Simonds stated that this is now the second year of working on this and there are still 119 properties, 

roughly one third of what the City started with and there should be some recourse. He added that he would like 

to have a conversation about this monthly and perhaps Council or the City Attorney can help get the number 

down.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that they were also given the option to do a title search but that is extensive and does 

require a professional to conduct.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that if they can find out how many of the 119 owners are paying taxes, that could be 

an avenue to explore.  

 

Mayor King stated that the good news is that progress has been made.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that the owners were fine with paying the $50 fee for the first year but the second year is 

$1,000 fee and they are not as compliant.  

 

Councilman-At-Large DeSantis stated that the report shows there are 100 active property registrations, $30,600 

of revenue for those registrations and $36,800 in escrow, he asked if the revenue is just the fee or a penalty, as 

well.  

 

Fire Chief Groff stated that this is just the fee and some of the banks paid ahead which they escrowed so it would 

be available when the time came that the amount was due. He added that $30,600 is what has actually been 

collected and some of the escrow money may be able to be transferred to the general fund now that the time is 

up.  
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TRANSIT                                                                                                                                  BRENT WARREN  
 

Transit Mobility Manager Brent Warren stated that he submitted his quarterly report and asked if there were any 

questions.  

 

Councilman Simonds stated that there were some routes with low ridership enrollment shown on the report.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that the Amsterdam Medicaid run is down. He added that he sent a FOIL 

request in to the Department of Transportation to find out when they will be requesting BIDS for the Medicaid 

ridership and to see the BIDS from last year. Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he still gets Medicaid 

ridership but not as much as when he had the contract.  

 

Councilman Simonds asked if anything has come from the transportation study.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he did receive an email last night from someone working on the 

study and she let him know that she was contacted by the Department of Transportation and asked to speak with 

CDTA to see if they have any serious thoughts of moving this way. He added that while CDTA cannot enter 

Fulton County, they could expand into Montgomery County and the Department of Transportation wants to have 

serious conversation with CDTA to see if that may happen.  

 

Councilman Siarkowski stated that other companies providing medical transportation are using automobiles 

instead of buses which would be a big cost saving effort.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that a lot of the new medical transportation companies are using cars 

and making more money from it because it is cheaper to run and they get paid the same amount. He added that 

the Gloversville Transit System does pick up several hundred medical riders a month on the existing routes so 

they do not go out of their way to pick up very many riders.  

 

Councilman Zarrelli stated that the report shows that he is having problems with their larger Chevrolet bus and 

they want to get a replacement. He asked if he is researching the different brands to get away from some that may 

not be as reliable.  

 

Transit Mobility Manager Warren stated that he has been looking into it but it does also depend on the state 

contract. He added that Ford has been good to them and would like to stick with that. Transit Mobility Manager 

Warren stated that he will not need one of the larger buses for a while because the only run where they use the 

large bus is to the college. He added that there are funds left over from 2015-2016 for another bus.  

 

Mayor King stated that he wanted to acknowledge Transit Mobility Manager Warren for putting the GPS 

information on the buses out to the public which allows riders to know when and where their buses are.  
 

DPW                                                                                                                                             DALE TRUMBULL     
 

DPW Director Dale Trumbull stated that most of their efforts has been in snow removal and they are keeping up 

with it the best that they can after the extreme cold. He added that Thursday night they will be clearing Main 

Street and while he does have a couple workers out and new people are driving the plows, it seems to be working 

out well. DPW Director Trumbull stated that they are still working on removing Christmas Trees from homes, as 

well.  

 

Councilwoman Weiss asked if the plows are going out at night to clean up the side roads.  
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DPW Director Trumbull stated that they have been going out with the smaller plows to clean up and push back 

snow banks. He added that they have to go back out at night and clean the roads where cars were parked during 

the day. DPW Director Trumbull stated that snow drifts have also been an issue with the high winds.  
 

FINANCE                                                     COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE TAMMIE WEITERSCHAN   
 

Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan stated that she does not have anything formal tonight and the 

office is busy wrapping up 2017. She added that they are in the process of converting the payroll system over to 

the new company. Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan stated that this is the beginning of the busy season with 

tax bills coming out in a couple months. She added that she will have some resolutions for the next meeting of 

budget modifications to balance out 2017. 
 

ASSESSOR                                                                                                                                     JONI DENNIE 
 

Assessor Joni Dennie was not in attendance.   
 

CITY ATTORNEY                                                                                                            ANTHONY CASALE 
 

City Attorney Anthony Casale requested an Executive Session for Pending Litigation and requested 

Commissioner of Finance Weiterschan and City Clerk Mazur be in attendance. 
 

CITY CLERK                                                                                                                    JENNIFER MAZUR 
 

City Clerk Jennifer Mazur asked if there were any questions on her quarterly report, no questions were posed to 

her. 
 

COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER CITY OFFICIALS 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

Intro R-1 

 RESOLUTION TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS OF DEEDS 

Motion made by Councilman Siarkowski; seconded by Councilman Zarrelli 

                               Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

MISCELLANEOUS                                                      
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                           6:50PM – 8:17PM 
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the first Executive Session at 6:50PM to discuss Contracts and 

Negotiations; seconded by Councilman Simonds. 

                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Casale, Laura Nealon, Patricia Cooper, Michele 

Finch, Joann Knapp, Labor Attorney Bryan Goldberger and Ed Herbert to be present in the Executive Session; 

seconded by Councilman Zarrelli.  

                            Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the first Executive Session at 7:11PM; seconded by 

Councilwoman Batchelor.  

                   Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to go into the second Executive Session at 7:12PM to discuss Pending 

Litigation; seconded by Councilwoman Batchelor.  

                              Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
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Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to allow City Attorney Anthony Casale, Labor Attorney Bryan 

Goldberger, Commissioner of Finance Tammie Weiterschan and City Clerk Jennifer Mazur to be present in the 

Executive Session; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

                                       Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 

 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to end the second Executive Session at 8:17PM; seconded by 

Councilman Simonds.  

                                        Carried 7 Ayes – 0 Nays 
 

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                         8:17PM                                                                                                                               
 

Councilman Siarkowski made a Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 8:17PM; seconded by Councilman Simonds.  

                                                                                                                                            Carried 7 Ayes - 0 Nays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Mazur, City Clerk 


